THE WESLEY HERALD NOVEMBER 4, 2009

OUR PRAYERFUL, WORSHIPFUL WORK

“Rejoice in the Lord always. | will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident
to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer
and petition, with thanksgiving, let your request be made known to God. And the peace
of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in
Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:4-7).

Harvest Sunday is upon us. We just held a Pledge and Consecration Sunday. Charge
conference will soon be here. Committees and ministry teams are meeting in prepara-
tion of their budget and reports. Then Advent and Christmas will follow, and some-
where in the middle, Thanksgiving. Anxious? Perhaps a little? Will we meet our
budget? Will we pay off our bills? Will we end the year with joy and thanksgiving? We
want to know. But, Paul reminds us: Do not be anxious about anything. The Lord is
near (Advent). Instead, Rejoice! Rejoice in what the Lord has done, is doing, will do! In
everything we give thanks because we know that God has been faithful. Whether or not
we have been faithful is another question, but we know that God’s faithfulness has been
great! And so, we rejoice and we give thanks.

Also, we can be confident to come to God with prayer and petition — to make our re-
quest known to God. And so | ask: With what shall we come before the Lord? As you
meet in your committees, in fellowship, in study and worship, in mission and ministry, |
urge you to maintain a prayerful and worship spirit. May our work together not be busi-
ness and busyness as usual. But let it be prayerful and worshipful work. Let us hope for
new mercies every morning. Let us expect to be transformed personally and corporately.
Let us be in-spired, that is in-filled with the breath and spirit of God, to hope. If we
hope to find peace today and in the New Year to come, let the spirit of our ministry be
prayerful and worshipful. For, I am confident that the Lord who began a good work in
you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. So rejoice, give thanks, do not
be anxious but let your request be made known to God in expectant hope. Amen!

Pastor Shandi



PRAYERS, CONCERNS & CELEBRATIONS

LET US PRAY FOR...
% A bountiful, blessed Harvest on Sunday, November 8"
¥ Andy Ingrassia
% Mildred Olson in Fairlawn Rehab, Rm 313
¥ Bruce Grimshaw at St. Vincent’s Hospital in ICU
% The volunteers on the Mission Team to Slidell, LA.

CONGRATULATIONS T0O ...

% Joseph and Alice Boateng on the birth of their grandchild to their daughter in
Ghana.

LIGHTINGS AND ALTAR FLOWERS

THE Rose WINDOW lighting for November is given in loving memory of Clifford S.
Duxbury, Jr. by Nancy, Beth, and Craig Duxbury.

THE TOWER lighting for November is given in loving memory of William & Mina
Warman by Arline Benoit.

THE SANCTUARY altar flowers on November 8" are given in loving memory of
Marjorie Merchant by Emily Smith.

THE SANCTUARY altar flowers on November 15" are given in loving memory of Jean
Taylor, my mother, by Anne and Clark Burrows and family.

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA’S... | am now taking orders for the Christmas Poinsettia’s
for Christmas Sunday, December 22™. Please be aware that all orders must be placed
by December 6", and payment must accompany the order form. The cost is $11 each.
If payment is not received, the order will not be placed. Order forms are included in
this Herald and will be available on line as well. Questions? Please call Debi in the
office at 508-799-4191.

ALL CHURCH MEETING ON NOoVEMBER 15™... Financial update for 2009, 2010
Pledge update and 2010 Budget planning.

REMINDER... Charge Conference ~ December 5" at 1:00 pPM




A HARVEST OF OBEDIENCE

NoOVEMBER 8™, 10:30AM - 1PM

In the book of Exodus we read not only of the 10 Commandments God gave to the
people of Israel but we read of many other laws and ways the people were to be in
covenant with their God. One way was through the Annual Festivals; one which
was the harvest. “You shall observe the festival of harvest, of the first fruits of your
labor... the choicest of the first fruits of your ground you shall bring into the house of
the Lord your God”. (Exodus 23).

These covenants of obedience and expectation are helpful as | prepare to come to the
Harvest here at Wesley this Sunday. It is a time that I am reminded that the scripture
talks about tithes and offerings....it speaks of sacrifice and laws....grace and love.
In many ways our Harvest celebration is all of these for me. My offerings to the
church are not always comfortable and easy to make....l pledge...and then there are all
the other times | am invited to give. | must be in prayer each time | am invited to
give... what can | give...why am | being asked....how do I respond?

Harvest is a time when a portion of what we give (10%) will support mission in
Ghana; the past five years we have purchased computers for the Methodist University
of Ghana. Harvest is also about being in community with our African members;
dancing, singing, and praising with them. It is also about God... “offering to God a
sacrifice of thanksgiving, and paying my vows to the Most High” (Psalm 50:14).

I love the Harvest because it is a combination of so many things: worship, fellowship,
giving, and responding to the need of others. See you Sunday! Pastor Vicki

Sunday is Harvest!!!

Come to praise God and raise our $60,000 Goal!
Brewer Hall Set-Up! Need help setting up tables on Saturday at Noon

Items needed for Silent Auction and Sanctuary Auction ~
bring in anytime this week or on Sunday morning.

Volunteers are needed to work the Silent Auction in Brewer Hall.
Bring Snacks to share ~ cheese, crackers, veggie plates, bars, fruit, etc.



ALL SAINTS SUNDAY

Each year the church celebrates All Saints on November 1%, Three beautiful bouquets of
white roses were created as we named those related to our church who had died since
the past year, Memorial Gift dedication and Honor Fund dedication.

NAMING THOSE WHO HAVE DIED
Joan MacAnn (12/30/08)
Kenneth Arslen, Sr. (03/29/09)
Robert L. Banks, Sr. (05/02/09)
Mildred Benson (05/10/09)
Dianne C. Coghlin (10/05/09)
Myrtle 1. Douglas (09/19/09)
Elaine Russell Dunn (09/08/09)
Stanley S. England (12/24/08)
Florence E. Field (10/12/09)
Margaret G. Flint (07/09/09)
Schuyler Harding (07/17/09)
Sharon (Jones Drew) Harris (03/17/09)
Ann Louise Norcross (01/31/09)
Fawzi Pualwan (11/15/08)
Dorothy S. Shannon (12/24/08)
J. Nelson Spencer (11/18/08)
Charles Smith (11/04/08)
Shirley Wood (04/10/09)

MEMORIAL GIFT DEDICATION
Piano Cover in memory of Olga Cook from Nancy Cook

HONOR FUND DEDICATIONS
Roy & Mildred Benson
William Bird
Stanley England
Eleanor Kidwell
J. Nelson Spencer



2010 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN UPDATE

We are off to an excellent start for our 2010 Stewardship campaign! We have received
126 pledge commitments totaling over $230,000. This includes 19 pledges from people
pledging for the first time. Thank you!!

We are still waiting to hear from approximately 68 individuals or families who pledged
last year, but have not turned their pledge card in this year. | encourage you to send
your pledge card into the office or turn it into a member of the Stewardship & Finance
Committee. If we continue to take “One Step Together” for Wesley, we have an oppor-
tunity to do amazing things for our church and community.

Thank you for your continued support through your prayers, presence, gifts, and service.

Peace,

Michael Edmunds
Finance & Stewardship Chair

VANCO — AUTOMATED DEDUCTIONS FROM CHECKING / SAVINGS ACCOUNTS

Over the past few years we have offered the ability to have your contributions to the
General Fund and the Capital Campaign automatically withdrawn from either your
checking or savings accounts. Several members of the church are taking advantage of
this process which has many benefits including:

A safe, confidential and accurate way to contribute. The data comes directly to
the Church Business Administrator through email.

This process saves the counters and the Church Business Administrator from
having to handle checks, cash, or envelopes for these accounts. They are able to
complete their work in a shorter period of time.

Your contributions are received on a regular basis, providing the Church with a
predictable amount of cash.

There is complete flexibility in setting up your contributions. You can set up a
contribution to either the General Fund or the Capital Campaign or both, set the
date of the deduction, and choose which account you wish to use. This can be
changed at any time.

Please see the enclosed form for further information, and feel free to contact me at
508-799-4191, Ext. 100 if you have any questions. | look forward to hearing from you
to help our 2010 process become even more efficient!



2009 HERALD SCHEDULE

Below are the next couple of Herald
mailing dates along with the deadline
dates for each mailing.

Please note that the deadline
date is Monday at 9:00 AM unless
otherwise specified.

Article Deadline Herald Mailing
Date Date
Mon., Nov. 16 Wed., Nov. 18
Mon., Nov. 30 Wed., Dec. 2

If you have an article,
please email it as a Word attachment to:

office@wesleyworc.org
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Welcome. Below is a schedule and topics
for the first couple of weeks.

NOVEMBER 20:
Alternative holiday gifts to make
the holiday special; Florence house
project/gift

If you are interested in joining our group
or to just find out more, please contact
Jean Grant at grantgirl0O5@yahoo.com or
508-886-6571 or Jill Bailey at
bluejillfish@gmail.com or 774-745-0294.
We look forward to meeting you!

Gibbs
REALTY INL.

Christy & Jeffrey Gibbs

Your Wesley Family REALTORS®
(508) 886-6100

Our Agency is Committed to Providing...
Full Time Buyer & Seller Representation
Prompt Communication
A Team Approach
Comprehensive Marketing Strategy
High Level of Energy and Enthusiasm
RESULTS

Proudly Servicing All of Worcester County
www.GibbsRealtylnc.com

ALBERT N. CECCHINI
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

Business - Individual Taxes
Electronic Filing

Accounting & Cost Accounting
Consulting Services

Notary Public

67 Millbrook Street - Suite 216
Worcester, MA 01606-2835

508-797-0077

11


mailto:grantgirl05@yahoo.com�
mailto:bluejillfish@gmail.com�

WESLEY STAFF & LEADERSHIP TEAM

Pastors
Vicki Woods & Shandirai Mawokomatanda
Director of Music Ministries
Brett Maguire
Ghanaian Choir Master
Charles Ato Brown
Music Assistant
Deborah O’Driscoll
Sunday School Superintendent
Valerie Jansson
Building Superintendent
Phil Johnson
Business Administrator
Lorna Mattus-Merrill
Church Secretary
Debi Ritacco
Custodians
Mark & Carol Flionis and Gerard Piscitelli
Assistant Custodian
Steve Boyns
Administrative Council
Scott & Mary Beth Dziewietin
Layleader
Deborah O’Driscoll
Board of Trustees
Harry Spencer 111
Carty Cupboard Food Pantry
Nancy Spencer
Education Work Area
Ann Openshaw
Finance & Stewardship
Michael Edmunds
Ghanaian Association
Joseph Wilson
Lay Members Annual Conference
Mary Beth Dziewietin and Johnnell Demery
Medical Ministry
Ron Ramsay
Membership & Evangelism
Gary & Renelle Picard
Memorial Gifts
Carolyn Bellil
Mission Coordinator
Jerry Warren
Chris Flagg
Music & Worship

Staff-Parish Relations
Janet M. Maguire
Youth Group
Phil & Emily Smith
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	UNITED METHODIST WOMEN’S 
MISSION BAKE SALE

	SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2008

	COOKIES       BREADS       PIES      CAKES… AND MORE! 

	Support the UMW in this

	Christy & Jeffrey Gibbs

	Your Wesley Family REALTORS®

	 (508) 886-6100

	PAID

	Wesley United Methodist Church
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