
04-05-20 FOR THE HOLY WEEK JOURNEY 
“We are called to participate in delivering healing and well-being to ever-increasing circles of 

people in our communities, neighborhoods, and indeed the whole world. We must realize, 
however, that pastoral acts such as these often imply turning the tables on those who have held 

exclusive rights to power, access, and privilege in our world.”  
~ Emmanuel Y. Lartey 

 

Daily Scripture and Questions for Reflection — 
  Monday: Matthew 21:1-12 From what are you crying out to be saved? What are the places of 

turmoil/anxiety/confusion in your life right now? What would it look like for Jesus to enter into 
those places? What spiritual practices will guide your journey through Holy Week? 

 
  Tuesday: Matthew 21:12-17 What does it mean to you to be a temple of God’s Holy Spirit? What 

cleansing do you need? In what ways is Wesley UMC a house of prayer? Do you see ways in which 
the church today needs cleansing? What are the implications for us of Jesus’ righteous anger? What 
social injustices make you angry? What action can you take to overturn the status quo in face of 
injustice? 

 
  Wednesday: John 12:1-11 What sacrifices are you willing to make for the sake of your faith? How 

“extravagant” are you in giving of your time, talent, and treasures to serve God’s purposes in the 
world? How should our congregation prioritize the use of our resources? How do we find a balance 
between meeting physical and spiritual needs? 

 
  Thursday: John 13:1-17; 34-35 What does it mean to you to love and serve others? What is one thing 

you can do today to practice self-giving sharing and sacrificial love? During this pandemic how can 
we as a congregation figuratively wash each other’s feet? How can we figuratively wash the feet of 
those who are marginalized and vulnerable? 

 
  Friday: John 18:1-27 Are there principles of truth and justice for which you would risk arrest? If no, 

for what person or cause or in what circumstances might you be willing to risk arrest? If yes, what 
are those principles? Are there ways in which your words or actions have ever betrayed those 
principles? What situations make it difficult for you to openly profess your commitment to following 
Jesus? What would help you overcome your fear? 

 
  Saturday: John 19:38-42 What are you currently grieving?  What losses have you recently 

experienced? How have your experienced God with your during past times of loss and uncertainty? 
What is the hardest thing for you during times of waiting and uncertainty? How are you most aware 
of God’s presence with you in the watching and waiting? What give you hope as you wait? 

 

Daily Household Prayer   
Gracious God, as we stand at the gates of the city, we pray that you will give us grace to recognize the 
savior we proclaim. Grant us courage to be a part of Christ’s kingdom even when it goes against our 
ways and the ways of the world. Grant us faith to follow the path of discipleship even when it leads us 
where we do not want to go. By the power of your Spirit, free us from the tempting alternatives of 
power and wealth and status. Empower us instead to give ourselves away in humble service and love as 
Jesus demonstrated. Embolden us to live lives of thanksgiving and praise for your saving grace always at 
work in our midst.  This we pray through Jesus the Christ. Amen. 


