
05-24-20 FOR THE JOURNEY THIS WEEK 
 

“Let it sink in that we are not gardeners but branches. We are not creators or authors of 
our lives and ministries. We do not own or control the successes or failures. We are not 
responsible for knowing how everything is going to work out in the end. We are called 

first, and last, simply to abide.”  ~ Lindsay P. Armstrong 
 

 



John 15:1-8 

Questions for Reflection — 
 
  What types of fruit are presently being grown in your life? What other types of fruit would 

you like to be bearing? What will help you further cultivate your gifts so that they are used 
to their full potential for the sake of God’s kin-dom? In what ways do you see our 
congregation’s ministries bearing fruit? What other fruit might we cultivate? What will 
enable us to grow in our fruitfulness? 

 
 
 
  What have been some difficult “pruning” times in your life? Can you see ways in which those 

times helped you to grow? What in your life might presently need to be pruned in order to 
promote further growth and fruitfulness? How open are you to God’s ongoing pruning? Can 
you think of any difficult “pruning” times which our congregation has faced and which have 
helped us to grow? Is there something that we as a congregation presently need to have 
pruned in order to bear more fruit? How can we be more open to God’s pruning? 

 
 
 
  What does abiding in Jesus look like for you? How well do you think you are presently 

abiding in Jesus? How strong is your connection to Jesus? What spiritual practices sustain 
your connection to Jesus? What enables divine love to flow in and through you? In what 
ways has your connection to others in the body of Christ made a difference in your life? 
What practices best enable you to remain connected to others in the body of Christ? 

 
 
 
Daily Household Prayer   

Wondrous Vinegrower, you make all things new in water and Word, feeding your people 
with love, joy, and peace. Lead us today and every day to the font of new beginnings. 
Nourish us with your Holy Spirit and help us grow in trust. Teach us to love what you have 
commanded and to prune what does not nourish your creation. Then help us to reach our 
full potential with the gifts you have given so we may bear much fruit through our loving 
service to others. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 


