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Weekly Reflection 
 

House Church in the season of Social Distancing 

The earliest depiction of the early church that we have in scripture is found in 

Acts chapter 2. It is commonly understood that early church congregations 

were house churches. As Acts 2:46 describes it: “they broke bread at home and 

ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the 

goodwill of all the people.” Day by day, these disciples gathered together not 

only in the temple but also in their homes, praising God and exhorting one 

another. 

 

In a season where the Coronavirus (COVID-19) has shut down houses of 

worship, we the people of God have found a way to continue worshipping. We 

were reminded that the church is not a building. The church is a people. And 

wherever two or three are gathered in Jesus’ name, He is there, even if it is 

virtually. Even if you live alone, you are the church of God wherever you’re 

planted, because God is Spirit and the Spirit of God is omnipresent. We can 

therefore worship in Spirit and in Truth regardless of our circumstance. 

 

In this week’s reflection, I invite you to consider turning your home into a house 

of worship as well. How might you do this? The scripture in Acts 2 gives us 

simple description of what this will look like: 

 

In the scripture we are told that the early disciples “devoted themselves to the 

apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.” 

(Acts 2:42) We are reminded that, the apostles teaching is simply a 

commitment to learning from the scriptures. The Coronavirus outbreak cannot 

take that away from us. You can still open your Bibles and learn from its 

teaching and witness. 
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We are also reminded that disciples were committed to fellowship. I have 

appreciated the term “physical distancing” over “social distancing”. I have found 

that people have managed to nurture and maintain social relationship even 

though they are not able to meet physically in person. So, even though the 

Coronavirus outbreak has forced us into the practice of physical distancing, we 

can still experience fellowship. Households with more than one person can 

make use of this time to reconnect with one another. And if you live alone, we 

have God to thank for the technologies of our days. We have an opportunity to 

employ these technologies for the good of building meaningful relationships 

and community. We can still find opportunities to be in fellowship with one 

another. 

 

The scripture also reminds us that, the disciples broke bread together. Sharing 

meals is important. Meals provide an opportunity to connect with God and with 

one another. Food connects us to the earth which produces it. Food connects 

us with strangers who grow and prepare our meals. Food connects us to our 

bodies. And Food connects us with God, the source of all good things. In a Fast 

Food/ Carry-out/ To Go culture we are so much in a rush to eat and run. But 

perhaps this Coronavirus outbreak is also forcing us to stop and give thanks for 

the way meals connect us to so much more than we might ordinarily consider. 

So take time to sit down for your meals in fellowship and prayer and to connect 

with the God of us all. On Easter, Allison and I were able to gather virtually with 

our family for an Easter Dinner. We turned our phones/computers on and sat 

down together for a meal. We can still break bread together, a practice that our 

weekly Love Feast is trying to show. 

 

And of course, the scripture reminds us of prayer. You can still pray. The early 

churches devoted themselves to the prayers. We are called to be fervent in 

prayer: to pray for one another, to pray for our community, to pray for our world. 

Ours is a struggle not only against a virus that has been spreading like wildfire, 

but also against powers and principalities, and against forces of darkness. As a 

people of faith, we can trust that God desires to reveal through our prayers 

ways that God is incorporating us into God’s mighty acts of salvation. God is at 

work and inviting us to participate in the work God is doing, and prayer opens 

us up to this reality. 

 

So I hope and pray that, even though we have not been able to gather in 

person, you can still nurture the original idea of what church life was known to 

be. You can nurture the idea of a house church, not only now but also beyond 

COVID-19. 

 

May it be so! Amen.  

In Faith & Love, Pastor Shandi 
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Announcements for April 26 - May 2, 2020 
 

 

  

Let Us Keep In Our Prayers.... 

 The family of Robert Norwood who died of COVID-19. 

 The family of Albert Ossei who died of COVID-19. 

 A relative of the Grants who is battling COVID-19. 

 Daniel Brewer who's sick and unconscious but doctors don't know yet the 

diagnosis. 

 Isaac Mawokomatanda who is struggling with several heath issues. 

 Terry, Judy Hoffman's sister-in-law, who has surgery on Thursday 

morning. 
 

If you have a prayer concern you would like added to the Sunday worship 

service and/or the announcements, please email Pastor Shandi. 
 

 

  

From the Worship Planning Team: 

Even though the State hopes to roll-out a re-opening of the state on May 18th, 

we anticipate and expect that we will be continuing online worship for an 

extended period of time. So, we invite you to join us for worship and to spread 

the word with others. Perhaps family, friends, co-workers, and neighbors may 

be more likely to worship online before they attempt setting foot into our doors. 

So, help to spread the word for our worship services and our church 

website: www.wesleyworc.org. 

 

Join Us Every Sunday for Live Worship on Zoom: 

Our weekly worship continue to meet via Zoom on Sundays at 10:00 AM. 

Please note the time. If you are not able to join live, a recording is posted later 

in the day on Sundays. The login-information is the same each week. To join 

worship, please simply go to our church website where you will find links to the 

Zoom call, fellowship hour, worship bulletin, For the Journey devotional, and 

weekly announcements. 

 

Mid-week Love Feast and Fellowship: 

The worship team invites you to a weekly mid-week worship service celebrating 

the liturgy of the Love Feast. The weekly service will be held on Wednesdays at 

6:30 pm. The service will last a half-hour with another half-hour time for 

fellowship afterward. The login-information is the same each week. To join this 

mid-week service, please visit our church website where you will find links to 

the Zoom call login and worship bulletin. 

mailto:pastorshandim@wesleyworc.org
http://www.wesleyworc.org/
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Some Guidelines for Zoom Worship: 

Please remember that our online worship offerings are still “public” worship 

experiences. The worship team asks that you approach them in that spirit, and 

thus observe a few guidelines for online worship. 

 

1. Please do not attempt joining worship while driving. This is for your safety 

and the safety of others on the road with you. 

2. When worshiping with your video on, please be mindful that other people 

can see whatever your video camera picks up. Sometimes the camera 

picks up more than you may visibly see on your screen. Earlier this week, 

one news reporter did not realize that, although they were wearing a shirt 

and tie for their news report, the camera still showed that they were not 

wearing pants. So please be mindful of your surroundings, including 

attire, or simply turn video camera feature off. 

 

Some Requests from the Worship Team: 

In order to improve the worship opportunities we are offering, the worship 

teams needs help. Below are a few requests: 

 

1. Tech Help Needed: If you are comfortable with computer technology or 

have an acumen for learning new things, we are looking for additional 

support for our Zoom Worship services. We are looking for people to be 

“zoom ushers” and “audio visual support.” If you are interested, please 

contact Pastor Shandi, and more details can be provided. 

2. Photos Needed: Worship team is still looking for photos that may be 

used during the opening songs of praises in our worship video. If you 

have any to share, please send them to Nan Gibbons. 

3. Feedback on worship requested: In the coming week, we will be 

sending out a survey tool soliciting your feedback about your worship 

experiences. We want to know (a) whether you’re able to join us live, (b) 

whether you watch the recordings, (c) If you join live, do you use video 

calling or voice, (d) whether you know someone who is not able to access 

our worship services, (e) your impressions of the online worship 

experience and suggestions for improvement. We ask that you will 

participate in this survey to help us better serve you. 
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Testimonies Requested 

Are you an essential worker, working in the health care industry? Have you 

seen God working in encouraging, inspiriting, and assuring ways? Do you have 

a particular story you would be willing to share? Would you be willing to share 

that story or testimony with our community? If so, please reach out to Pastor 

Shandi. We would like to record stories of hope from around our community to 

let others know that God is indeed working in our midst.  
 

 

  

From the Church Office: Do you know someone who is not 

getting these Constant Contact emails? 

If so, please encourage them to send us their email address. If they believe we 

have their email but are still not receiving our emails, please encourage them to 

check their Spam or Junkmail folder. They can “whitelist” or “mark sender as 

safe” to ensure that they receive these emails in their inbox. 
 

 

  

UMW Mission Recognition Award 

Even though we are not able to meet in person for worship, we will still be 

collecting nominations for the UMW Mission Recognition Award. 

 

You can send your nomination in one of two ways: 

 

1. Online through this survey link 

2. Printing this form and mail it to the church 

 

The nomination form is also available on the website on the Resource page if 

you wish to complete this at a later time. 

 

As always, we appreciate your nominations! 

 

Allison Hansen & Barb Ingrassia 
 

 

  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KB6XPTR
https://files.constantcontact.com/1aa828fc601/0b7610e3-fe12-441e-8c27-c07cc6bc7606.pdf
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A Pastoral Letter from the 

Bishop Regarding Pastoral Transitions 
 

A Pastoral Letter Regarding Intended Changes of Appointment 

 

April 28, 2020 

 

Beloved in Christ, 

Greetings in the precious name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 

The Bishop and Cabinet wish to extend our deep appreciation for the faithful 

and adaptive ministries that our New England UMC colleagues and church 

leaders are engaged in. We truly appreciate each of you. We are writing in 

response to questions that are being raised regarding anticipated, intended 

appointments in the New England Annual Conference. Understanding that 

there is much that we do not yet know about how the COVID-19 pandemic will 

continue to affect us in the coming months, the pastoral transitions in the New 

England Annual Conference will take place on July 1, 2020 on schedule unless 

there is a significant, unanticipated shift in restrictions that prevents physical 

moves from taking place. Keeping to this schedule best honors the covenant 

shared by United Methodist pastors to go where we are sent, the pastoral 

needs of our clergy and their families, and the financial resources of the Annual 

Conference of which we endeavor to be good stewards. 

 

The current COVID-19 restrictions and tragic losses have added real and 

significant anxiety to the appointment process; and, we as the Appointive 

Cabinet empathize with many potential concerns unique to this spring regarding 

pastoral transitions. These transitions can induce grief and fear any given year. 

This year, these emotions may be further compounded by the fact that we face 

the possibility of not being able to safely gather, worship, and say ‘good-bye’ in 

person before July 1, 2020. We acknowledge that the sacrifices we are making 

now for everyone’s sake could mean that there are aspects of our ministries 

(funerals, visits, etc.) that we simply will not accomplish before a pastoral 

transition takes place. It is vital that pastors, SPRCs and Lay Leaders model a 

non-anxious presence in their congregations and communities to support a 

healthy transition. 

 

In the coming days and weeks, we will provide resources for those churches 

and pastors anticipating a move that will augment the materials presented in 

the Transition Workshops. These will include plans that accommodate the 

possibility of a pastor returning to a previous appointment after July 1 when it is 

safe to do so in person to celebrate ministry and share in farewell blessings. 

We will also take into account the potential need for quarantine after a move 
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that could affect a pastor’s starting date, and the need for extra cleaning at 

parsonages. These resources will be found on the Conference Website and 

shared at the Transition Workshops which will be accessed by computer or 

phone. It will be especially important this year (mandated for full-time) for all 

pastors and members of the Transition teams to attend these workshops. 

 

Please contact your District Superintendent if you have questions or concerns 

about the anticipated move that are not addressed in the upcoming Transition 

Workshops or supplemental resources. Thank you for your faithfulness in these 

days leading up to the end of June and the beginning of July; and, thank you for 

joining us in praying for all congregations, clergy, and their families who 

anticipate an intended pastoral change. May God bless you richly in this 

season of resurrection and life. 

 

In Christ’s love, 

 

Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar 

Rev. Jill Colley Robinson 

Rev. Dr. Jacquelyn Brannen 

Rev. Dr. David V. Calhoun 

Rev. We Hyun Chang 

Rev. Dr. Andrew L. Foster III 

Rev. Taesung Kang 

Rev. Dr. Karen L. Munson 

Rev. Megan Stowe 

 
 

 


