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Branching Out in Faith 

Jesus said: “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower.  

He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit  

he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word  

that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch  

cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine,  

neither can you unless you abide in me.”  (John 15:1-8) 

Jesus spoke these words to his disciples as part of his farewell speech. He had just told 

them that he was going to leave them and go prepare a place for them in his Father’s 

house. He had also promised that God would send the Holy Spirit to remind them and 

teach them everything that he had commanded. And now, he was inviting his followers 

to abide in him.  

What does abiding in Christ mean for you? What does it look like for you? What does it 

look like for our congregation? In the passage, Jesus mentions that we are cleansed by 

the word he has spoken. By this Jesus reminds us that abiding with him, perhaps, begins 

by turning to the Word. And in John’s gospel, the word is both the words Jesus spoke 

and the Word is Jesus himself. For “in the beginning was the Word and the Word was 

with God and the Word was God.” (John 1:1) 

So it seems to me that, on a fundamental level, abiding in Christ means engaging in 

spiritual disciplines that keep us connected with Jesus. This may include worship, 

personal devotions, bible study, fellowship, communion, and service. There is a deeply 

personal aspect of nurturing our relationship with Christ, and there is also a deeply 

communal aspect of abiding in Christ. After all, we believe that the church is the body of 

Christ and so connecting with one another in meaningful ways is one way we can abide 

in Jesus.  

It’s not enough, however, that we just engage these spiritual disciplines for the sake of 

themselves. Jesus reminds us that when we are connected to him, we will bear fruit. 

And sometimes the process of abiding in Jesus requires that we may be pruned in order 

that we can bear more fruit. There are going to be challenges in our lives that will feel 
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like we are being pruned. I imagine that this COVID-19 pandemic is one such experience 

of being pruned. As we have scaled back what we do as a community of faith, perhaps 

Jesus is inviting us to consider how this experience can lead us to focus on what is 

important in order that we may bear even more fruit that we had ever thought possible. 

If that is the case, then I can only leave you with these questions:  

1. Where do you see the vitality of the ministry as a congregation bearing fruit? 

2. Where have you encountered healthy vines and meaningful connection to Christ? 

3. What kind of fruit may we be called to bear in our personal lives and in our 

community? 

As you ponder these questions, I pray that you will be led by the Holy Spirit to discover 

the God-given potential you have. Jesus is the vine, God is the vine grower, and we are 

the branches. So I pray that you will be led to branch out in faith in order to produce 

even more fruit of a loving witness to the grace of God at work within you and in the 

world. Amen.  

In Faith & Love, Pastor Shandi 


