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Going Home 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me.  

My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so,  

would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you?  

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be  

with me that you also may be where I am.” (John 14:1-3 (NIV)) 

As I have been preparing for my family’s move to Georgia, this particular scripture from 

John has come to mind. Jesus shared these words as part of his “farewell speech” in 

John chapter 14-17. Jesus was preparing his disciples for his departure through his 

death, resurrection and eventual ascension. Jesus said he was going ahead of us to 

prepare a place for us in his Father’s house. Some translations use the word, “home” 

instead of “house,” which I think is more accurate. Jesus was preparing to return home. 

Jesus then promises to come back and take us home with him. I have wondered what 

this promise means to us as someone who believes in the power and continuing 

presence of God in our midst even now. I have wondered if perhaps Jesus’ promise also 

means that, we do not have to wait until Jesus comes back for us to have a place we call 

home because when we pray ‘thy kingdom come’, we are also saying that our heavenly 

home can find a strong foundation even on this earth. Can we be at home with Jesus 

even now? 

To many people, home goes beyond just a physical place. Home often represents an 

environment of safety and security, a place that promotes creativity and growth, a place 

that encourages the deepening of relationships, and that allows us to be our true self. 

Home is perhaps the place that nourishes our souls. As Jane Alexander puts it in her 

book Spirit of the Home: How to Make Your Home a Sanctuary: 
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“This almost desperate interest in the external trappings of home – the newest 

colors, the latest furniture, the best cooker, the freshest curtains – disguise a 

more profound longing. In our hearts we want to come home  

to a real home. A real home is a place that nurtures us on every level.  

It gives us the creature comforts that make our bodies feel relaxed and 

comfortable. It provides the safety and serenity that allows our minds and 

emotions peace and security. Above all it nourishes our soul.” 

For me, I have been home in so many places. As a pastor’s kid, I seldom had a place I 

called home because home for me was wherever my family was. In many ways I am 

preparing to go home in Georgia, but I am also realizing that I am leaving home here at 

Wesley. Here at Wesley my soul was nourished in very profound ways and I am going to 

miss this home. 

As you consider the challenges we are facing with being confined to our places of 

residence, I wonder if we can ask God to help them be spaces that nourishes our souls 

as well. The church is ultimately not a building. And the Spirit of God is omnipresent. So 

perhaps, wherever we find ourselves, Jesus is there and we are at home with him. And if 

what we are all searching for is ultimately a home that nourishes our soul, then I 

wonder and ask: 

1. What do you hope for in both your heavenly home and earthly home? 

2. What will allow your soul to grow and bring you to a closer relationship  

with God? 

3. What will help make your house and this church a home that truly  

nourishes the soul? 

I pray and hope that this day, you will discover anew that indeed you are already at 

home in Christ’s presence through the enduring power of his Spirit. Amen.  

In Faith & Love, Pastor Shandi 


