
Page | 1  
 

Wesley United Methodist Church 

Worcester, MA 

 

Weekly Reflection & Announcements 
May 10-16, 2020 

 
 

   Weekly Reflection 
 

Comfort in Companionship 

Jesus said, “I have said these things to you while I am still with you.  

But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name,  

will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you.  

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. 

Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.”     

(John 14:25-27 (NRSV) 

The upcoming separation and transition is occupying my mind more and more as the 

day of my departure approaches. Not only have I been grieving the loss of social 

interactions that have been a part of nurturing my soul and spirit because of the 

coronavirus but I am also now grieving the separation and loss of relationships that will 

result from our move. I am even more mindful of this considering that my wife will be 

moving away from her entire family and many friends who have been a part of her life 

here in Massachusetts. 

Grief is a powerful emotion and it often can leave us feeling alone in our grief. Grief is 

such a personal thing that we each experience it very differently from the next person. 

Yet, for a people created to be in relationship and in community with one another, grief 

is a common part of human experience. We are not alone in our grief. 

Jesus’s words in the scripture above were a part of his farewell speech to the disciples. 

As he was preparing them for his own departure, Jesus says that God would send them 

the Holy Spirt to accompany them in this life. These are comforting words because, 

while Jesus’ departure may involve grief and loss, his farewell speech is all about how 

Jesus is not leaving the disciples alone. Jesus’ farewell discourse is all about his 

continuing presence through the enduring power of the Holy Spirit. 

I find these words to be a comforting reminder for my own time of grief and separation.  

I am comforted that I am not the only person who has ever gone through the grief of 

separation. I am comforted that, not only do I have the fellowship of others who can 
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understand a part of my experience but I also have the company of the Holy Spirit to 

cheer me and to guide me. 

I have heard from several of you the expression that, “you can’t imagine what Wesley 

will be like without me.” While my absence will most certainly be real, I would like to 

encourage you to focus on the continuing presence of God in your midst. Can you 

imagine what Wesley will be like because God is and will be with you?   

Earlier in his speech, Jesus had also said: “Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in 

me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, 

because I am going to the Father.” (John 14:12) Jesus believed that his physical 

departure would be an occasion for the disciples to do great things. So I too would ask 

you to consider: What new thing is God willing to do as a result of this transition? In 

what ways can you be a part of that something new? My prayer and hope is that you will 

be open to the possibility that God’s continuing presence in your midst is inviting you to 

do great things no matter the circumstances. May it be so! Amen. 

In Faith & Love, Pastor Shandi 

 
 

Announcements for May 10-16, 2020 
 

 
Let Us Keep In Our Prayers.... 

 Violet Ansah and family as they grieve the death of Violet’s brother, Albert Ossei, 
who died from COVID-19 in the UK, and as they grieve Albert’s wife who died 
from a heart attack five days later. Pray for comfort, strength, and peace. 

 Isaac Mawokomatanda who is still in rehabilitation as he continues to struggle with 
several health challenges. 

 Wesley’s leadership as they discern ways to keep our church community safe 
amidst the coronavirus pandemic. 

 Those working on the frontlines of this pandemic: healthcare workers and other 
essential workers. 

 Those who are unemployed, the homeless, and others in vulnerable situations, 
including people living in situations of domestic violence. 

 Students preparing to graduate 

 Emily Smith who celebrated her 80th birthday this week. 

 Joyce Sutherland who celebrated her 99th birthday this week. 

 Terry, Judy Hoffman’s sister, who’s battle with cancer took a turn for the worse. 
May God grant her strength and peace. 
 

If you have a prayer concern you would like added to the Sunday worship service 
and/or the announcements, please email Pastor Shandi. 
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  Tower & Rose Window Lighting's 
 

May's Tower lighting is given in loving memory of my parents, Norman and Mary 

Fletcher and my brother, David Fletcher by Barbara Fletcher. 

 

May's Rose window lighting is given in loving memory of my mother and brothers, 

Marjorie, Leonard, and Harry Merchant by Emily Smith. 

Although we may not be in church to appreciate our beautiful stained-glass windows, 

we are still able to appreciate and dedicate the lighting's in memory of loved ones. If you 

received a lighting letter and form from Debi, please be sure to return the form to her as 

soon as you are able. 

 
 

  Called Special Charge Conference: June 1, 7:00 pm via Zoom 
 

 
The Church Council meeting for June will be held as a Special Charge Conference in 

order for the church to officially approve and receive the SBA grant and Payment 

Protection Program funds that the church applied for and received. Per our Book of 

Discipline, these funds have to be received by Special Charge Conference vote. Those 

eligible to vote at the Special Charge Conference are the leaders of the Administrative 

Council (Church Council). Our church however has traditionally extended voting 

privileges to members of the congregation. The District Superintendent has granted 

authority to Pastor Shandi to preside over this Special Charge Conference. 

 

If you wish to be part of the Special Charge Conference, please let Pastor Shandi know 

so I can include you in the Zoom meeting invitation. If you have any questions, also feel 

free to reach out to Pastor Shandi. 

 
 

  Church’ Council’s Discernment on Plans for Re-Opening 
 

 
On Monday, May 4, the Church Council held its monthly meeting. The main agenda 

discussion was to begin conversation about the anticipated plans of the Governor lifting 

the stay at home order and implications for us. Recognizing that there would be several 

phases recommended from the federal and state levels, the Church Council decided 

that Wesley’s guiding principle will be that, our community should not gather in person 

for worship until everyone can safely gather together. 

 

So we will be continuing with online worship for an indefinite period of time while we 

discern ways to safely gather. The same principle is assumed for other groups that 
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gather and meet in the building. In our guiding principle, the Church Council feels that, 

in the spirit of hospitality and inclusion, we do not want to re-open in such a way that 

makes us inhospitable as well as unsafe. We don’t want to be in a situation where we 

have to turn people away either. Hence our goal and hope is that we shouldn’t gather 

in-person until people can safely and comfortably do so. 

 

The Church Council will continue to evaluate the situation as we go along to determine 

what’s possible and what’s safe. An illustration we used was our response to Carty 

Cupboard. Initially we had closed all programming, but when we learned that there was 

an option to safely do Carty, we re-considered and opened Carty with new safety 

guidelines in place. So we would need to look at situations on case by case basis. In the 

meantime, there are no current plans to return to in-person worship. We will continue 

with online worship until further notice.  

 
 

  Email Scam Alert! 
 

 
This past week Nan received an email scam and it's quite possible they were able to get 
her address book. So please, watch your email... One may come in from either Nan 
Gibbons or possibly Pastor Shandi "asking you for help descreetly". PLEASE DO NOT 
respond. 
 
Please pay close attention to the email address anything is coming from. As always, 
please take precaution before responding to an email. 
 
Stay Safe! 
Debi Reynolds 

 
 

  Sunday School 
 

 
Sunday School is back! Families with children from pre-school through 5th grade can 
find our video on the church website, along with the Sunday school page each 
week. Here is the link to the lessons!  
 
Middle school and high school youth are invited and encouraged to join their teachers 
for a weekly zoom meeting at 11:30 on Sundays. The link will be shared with the Youth 
email List and on the Wesley Young People's Choir chat on WhatsApp weekly, and also 
in an email. To have your teen's name added to the list contact nan@wesleyworc.org.  
 

 

 

 

http://www.wesleyworc.org/ministries/childrens-ministry-wesley/sunday-school-lessons/
mailto:nan@wesleyworc.org
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  Class of 2020 Graduates 
 

 
Do you have a child(ren) graduating from high school or college?  
 
If so, please email your child’s name(s), school he/she is graduating 
from, and where he/she plans on attending next. We will be lifting up 
their names in June. 
 
Please email Debi by May 30th at office@wesleyworc.org. Thank you. 

 
 

  May Herald 
 

 
The May Herald will be published on Wednesday, May 20th. Please have all articles to 

Debi by Wednesday, May 13th. 

 
 

  Help Needed from the Worship Planning Team 
 

 
In order to improve the worship opportunities we are offering, the worship teams needs 

help. Below are a couple of requests: 

 

1. Feedback Requested: The worship planning team has prepared the following 

survey to gather your feedback about our online worship service. Please use this 

link to access the short survey. By participating in this survey you will help us 

better serve you. 

2. Tech Help Needed: If you are comfortable with computer technology or have an 

acumen for learning new things, we are looking for additional support for our 

Zoom Worship services. We are looking for people to be “zoom ushers” and 

“audio visual support.” If you are interested, please contact Pastor Shandi, and 

more details can be provided. 

3. Testimonies Requested: Are you an essential worker, working in the health care 

industry? Have you seen God working in encouraging, inspiring, and assuring 

ways? Do you have a particular story you would be willing to share? Would you be 

willing to share that story or testimony with our community? If so, please reach out 

to Pastor Shandi. We would like to record stories of hope from around our 

community to let others know that God is indeed working in our midst. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:office@wesleyworc.org
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/R92LD8D
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/R92LD8D
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Join Us for Worship Live on Zoom: 

Our weekly worship continues to meet via Zoom on Sundays at 10:00 AM. If you are 

not able to join live, a recording is posted later on the church website. The login-

information is the same for each service every week. To join worship, please simply go 

to our church website (www.wesleyworc.org) where you will find links to the Zoom call, 

fellowship hour, worship bulletin, For the Journey devotional, and weekly 

announcements. 

 

Some Guidelines for Zoom Worship: 

Please remember that our online worship offerings are still “public” worship services. 

The worship team asks that you approach them in that spirit, and thus observe a few 

guidelines for online worship. 

 

1. Please do not attempt joining worship while driving. This is for your safety and the 

safety of others on the road with you. 

2. When worshiping with your video on, please be mindful that other people can see 

whatever your video camera picks up. Sometimes the camera picks up more than 

you may visibly see on your screen. One news reporter did not realize that, 

although they were wearing a shirt and tie for their news report, the camera still 

showed that they were not wearing pants. So please be mindful of your 

surroundings, including attire, or simply turn video camera feature off.  

 
 

  From the Church Office:  Do you know someone who is not getting  
  these Constant Contact emails? 

 

 
If so, please encourage them to send us their email address. If they believe we have 

their email but are still not receiving our emails, please encourage them to check their 

Spam or Junkmail folder. They can “whitelist” or “mark sender as safe” to ensure that 

they receive these emails in their inbox. 
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