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Branching Out in Faith 

Jesus said: “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower.  

He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit  

he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word  

that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch  

cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine,  

neither can you unless you abide in me.”  (John 15:1-8) 

Jesus spoke these words to his disciples as part of his farewell speech. He had just told them that 

he was going to leave them and go prepare a place for them in his Father’s house. He had also 

promised that God would send the Holy Spirit to remind them and teach them everything that he 

had commanded. And now, he was inviting his followers to abide in him.  

What does abiding in Christ mean for you? What does it look like for you? What does it look like for 

our congregation? In the passage, Jesus mentions that we are cleansed by the word he has spoken. 

By this Jesus reminds us that abiding with him, perhaps, begins by turning to the Word. And in 

John’s gospel, the word is both the words Jesus spoke and the Word is Jesus himself. For “in the 

beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God.” (John 1:1) 

So it seems to me that, on a fundamental level, abiding in Christ means engaging in spiritual 

disciplines that keep us connected with Jesus. This may include worship, personal devotions, bible 

study, fellowship, communion, and service. There is a deeply personal aspect of nurturing our 

relationship with Christ, and there is also a deeply communal aspect of abiding in Christ. After all, 

we believe that the church is the body of Christ and so connecting with one another in meaningful 

ways is one way we can abide in Jesus.  

It’s not enough, however, that we just engage these spiritual disciplines for the sake of themselves. 

Jesus reminds us that when we are connected to him, we will bear fruit. And sometimes the 

process of abiding in Jesus requires that we may be pruned in order that we can bear more fruit. 

There are going to be challenges in our lives that will feel like we are being pruned. I imagine that 

this COVID-19 pandemic is one such experience of being pruned. As we have scaled back what we 

do as a community of faith, perhaps Jesus is inviting us to consider how this experience can lead us 

to focus on what is important in order that we may bear even more fruit that we had ever thought 

possible. If that is the case, then I can only leave you with these questions:  
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1. Where do you see the vitality of the ministry as a congregation bearing fruit? 

2. Where have you encountered healthy vines and meaningful connection to Christ? 

3. What kind of fruit may we be called to bear in our personal lives and in our community? 

As you ponder these questions, I pray that you will be led by the Holy Spirit to discover the God-

given potential you have. Jesus is the vine, God is the vine grower, and we are the branches. So I 

pray that you will be led to branch out in faith in order to produce even more fruit of a loving 

witness to the grace of God at work within you and in the world. Amen.  

In Faith & Love, Pastor Shandi 
 
 

 

Let Us Keep in Our Prayers… 
 

 Violet Ansah and family as they grieve the death of Violet’s brother, Albert Ossei, who died from 
COVID-19 in the UK, and as they grieve Albert’s wife who died from a heart attack five days later. 
Pray for comfort, strength, and peace. 

 Isaac Mawokomatanda who is still in rehabilitation as he continues to struggle with several 
health challenges. 

 Wesley’s leadership as they discern ways to keep our church community safe amidst the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

 Those working on the frontlines of this pandemic: healthcare workers and other essential 
workers. 

 Those who are unemployed, the homeless, and others in vulnerable situations, including people 
living in situations of domestic violence. 

 Students preparing to graduate 

 Emily Smith who celebrated her 80th birthday this month. 

 Joyce Sutherland who celebrated her 99th birthday this month. 

 Terry, Judy Hoffman’s sister, who’s battle with cancer took a turn for the worse. May God grant 
her strength and peace.  

If you have a prayer concern you would like added to the Sunday worship service and/or the 
announcements/ Herald, please email Pastor Shandi. 

 
 

Tower & Rose Window Lighting’s 
 

May's Tower lighting is given in loving memory of my parents, Norman and Mary Fletcher and my 
brother, David Fletcher by Barbara Fletcher. 

May's Rose window lighting is given in loving memory of my mother and brothers, Marjorie, 
Leonard, and Harry Merchant by Emily Smith. 
------------------------ 
Although we may not be in church to appreciate our beautiful stained-glass windows, we are still 
able to appreciate and dedicate the lighting's in memory of loved ones. If you received a lighting 
letter and form from Debi, please be sure to return the form to her as soon as you are able.  

 
 

mailto:pastorshandim@wesleyworc.org
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Called Special Charge Conference: June 1, 7:00 pm via Zoom 
 

The Church Council meeting for June will be held as a Special Charge Conference in order for the 
church to officially approve and receive the SBA grant and Payment Protection Program funds that 
the church applied for and received. Per our Book of Discipline, these funds have to be received by 
Special Charge Conference vote. Those eligible to vote at the Special Charge Conference are the 
leaders of the Administrative Council (Church Council). Our church however has traditionally 
extended voting privileges to members of the congregation. The District Superintendent has 
granted authority to Pastor Shandi to preside over this Special Charge Conference. 

If you wish to be part of the Special Charge Conference, please let Pastor Shandi know so I can 
include you in the Zoom meeting invitation. If you have any questions, also feel free to reach out to 
Pastor Shandi. 
 

 
 

Church’ Council’s Discernment on Plans for Re-opening 
 

On Monday, May 4, the Church Council held its monthly meeting. The main agenda discussion was 
to begin conversation about the anticipated plans of the Governor lifting the stay at home order 
and implications for us. Recognizing that there would be several phases recommended from the 
federal and state levels, the Church Council decided that Wesley’s guiding principle will be that, our 
community should not gather in person for worship until everyone can safely gather together. 

So we will be continuing with online worship for an indefinite period of time while we discern ways 
to safely gather. The same principle is assumed for other groups that gather and meet in the 
building. In our guiding principle, the Church Council feels that, in the spirit of hospitality and 
inclusion, we do not want to re-open in such a way that makes us inhospitable as well as unsafe. 
We don’t want to be in a situation where we have to turn people away either. Hence our goal and 
hope is that we shouldn’t gather in-person until people can safely and comfortably do so.  

The Church Council will continue to evaluate the situation as we go along to determine what’s 
possible and what’s safe. An illustration we used was our response to Carty Cupboard. Initially we 
had closed all programming, but when we learned that there was an option to safely do Carty, we 
re-considered and opened Carty with new safety guidelines in place. So we would need to look at 
situations on case by case basis. In the meantime, there are no current plans to return to in-person 
worship. We will continue with online worship until further notice.  

 
 

 

Email Scam Alert! 
 

This past week Nan received an email scam and it's quite possible they were able to get her address 
book. So please, watch your email... One may come in from either Nan Gibbons or possibly Pastor 
Shandi "asking you for help descreetly". PLEASE DO NOT respond. 

The email address this seems to be coming from is: churchonline777666@gmail.com - - PLEASE DO 
NOT reply to anything from this email address. 

Please pay close attention to the email address anything is coming from. As always, please take 
precaution before responding to an email. 

 

mailto:pastorshandim@wesleyworc.org
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHURCH BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR 
 

 
Year to Date Budget Results through April 30, 2020 

 
 YTD Actual     YTD Budget Difference 
Total Income   $ 171,608 $ 196,593      $ -24,984 
Total Expense   $  214,606 $ 224,206 $ - 9,599 

Net Loss $ - 42,998 $ - 27,613 $ -15,385 

 

Pledges   $ 70,594 $ 91,537 $ - 20,942 

 
 Easter  Annual  Budget  Difference 

 $ 1,800 $ 7,200 $ - 5,400 

 
Blessings, 
Tim Carty 

Church Business Administrator  
 
 
 

June Herald 
 

The June Herald will be published the week of June 15th. Please have all articles to Debi by 
Wednesday, June 10th. 

 
 

Class of 2020 Graduates  
 

 

Do you have a child(ren) graduating from high school or college?  

If so, please email your child’s name(s), school he/she is graduating from,  
and where he/she plans on attending next. We will be lifting up their names  
in June. 

Please email Debi by May 30th at office@wesleyworc.org. Thank you. 
 
 

 
 

From Mission Matters… 
 

Face Masks Ordered for Wesley Health Care Workers and Shelters 
The Mission Committee wants to donate to needs created by COVID-
19. We consulted with other Wesley mission leaders and Church Council, 
and decided to buy several hundred face masks. Allison Hansen knew 
where we could purchase masks and ordered them while masks were still 
available! So Wesley people who work in health care or group homes 
where masks are inadequate, please contact Betsy Pennino or Pastor 

Shandi, as some of you have done already. The rest of the masks will be delivered to shelters and 
places where homeless people go such as Worcester Fellowship.   

mailto:office@wesleyworc.org
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Donations for Wesley's ThanksGiving meals 
Chris Flagg and Donna Hirtle have again taken on assembling the Thanksgiving Meals for our 
neighbors project. May is the month to ask that you buy desserts on sale, and the Mission Committee 
wants to collect 55 cake mixes and jars of frosting. Please donate them in the ThanksGiving basket 
when we meet again. 
 
* Delivering Meals to Seniors 
The requests for senior meal deliveries continue to grow as does the need for drivers in Worcester. 
To participate, you must be willing to dedicate at least 1 day (the same day) each week. Typical 
hours run between 10 am (pick-up) and 1 pm (end of route).  Meals will be collected at Chartwells, 
55 Millbrook Street in Worcester.  Each route provides 20-30 meals which should fit in any car, SUV 
or truck, so you do not need a specific type of vehicle.  If you would like to help, please email 
loisluniewicz@comcast.net with the day of the week when you could deliver and your telephone 
number (the one where you can most easily be reached). For a copy of the Meals on Wheels  
Covid-19 Safety information, contact Betsy Pennino. 
 
* Work with "Healthy Homeless People" in one of three Worcester Shelters 
There is an ongoing need for volunteers-- general staff, mental health and medical professionals in 
three shelter locations within the City of Worcester. f you would like to help, please complete the 
following survey if you have not done so already: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2F6M9R9 
 
 *Wesley Folks in Need of Technology? 
Are you a Wesley person invited to services or meetings, but lacking the needed technology? What 
about students? Or, on the other end, do you know where to find inexpensive laptops, tablets or 
other technology? If so, please contact Bill Wong who knows the right questions to ask. 
 
Small Gifts for Shelters 
Sarah Circle will be collecting useful or edible items for Worcester shelters, a fewer number this 
year.  On Sundays after Wesley re-opens, you're invited to leave any of the following in the purple 
bag you'll find in the church pantry: 
 

 Soap, hand sanitizer, shampoo, toothpaste, lotion, deodorant 
 First Aid supplies, sunscreen, Chapstick 

 
 Chocolate, dried fruit, cereal bars, small bags of cookies or crackers, or other snacks which 

have some food value 
 Packets of hot chocolate, small juice containers 

 
 Socks, hats, washcloths, pens, Post-its, Scotch tape 
 whatever else you think a person at a shelter would appreciate 

 
If you have gathered items already, could you put them in a bag and leave them untouched for a 
couple of weeks? With recently bought items, leaving things outside in sunlight also kills 
coronavirus germs. Questions? Contact Betsy Pennino. I'll set an ending date, after the virus allows 
us to safely return to Wesley. 

 
 

mailto:loisluniewicz@comcast.net
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.surveymonkey.com%2Fr%2F2F6M9R9&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cb4bd81fdac014023636908d7e21c02ac%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637226482235696994&sdata=rH2CWAt0Yj%2BCdidw21tIuQzS9gk%2Fp%2FZVXO%2Fu1eiFB5k%3D&reserved=0
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Help Needed from the Worship Planning Team 
 

In order to improve the worship opportunities we are offering, the worship teams needs help. 
Below are a couple of requests: 
  

1. Feedback Requested: The worship planning team has prepared the following survey to gather 
your feedback about our online worship service. Please use this link to access the short 
survey. By participating in this survey you will help us better serve you. 

2. Tech Help Needed: If you are comfortable with computer technology or have an acumen for 
learning new things, we are looking for additional support for our Zoom Worship services. We 
are looking for people to be “zoom ushers” and “audio visual support.” If you are interested, 
please contact Pastor Shandi, and more details can be provided. 

3. Testimonies Requested: Are you an essential worker, working in the health care industry? 
Have you seen God working in encouraging, inspiring, and assuring ways? Do you have a 
particular story you would be willing to share? Would you be willing to share that story or 
testimony with our community? If so, please reach out to Pastor Shandi. We would like to 
record stories of hope from around our community to let others know that God is indeed 
working in our midst. 

  
Join Us for Worship Live on Zoom: 
Our weekly worship continues to meet via Zoom on Sundays at 10:00 AM. If you are not able to 
join live, a recording is posted later on the church website. The login-information is the same for 
each service every week. To join worship, please simply go to our church website 
(www.wesleyworc.org) where you will find links to the Zoom call, fellowship hour, worship bulletin, 
For the Journey devotional, and weekly announcements. 
  
Some Guidelines for Zoom Worship: 
Please remember that our online worship offerings are still “public” worship services. The worship 
team asks that you approach them in that spirit, and thus observe a few guidelines for online 
worship. 
  

1. Please do not attempt joining worship while driving. This is for your safety and the safety of 
others on the road with you. 

2. When worshiping with your video on, please be mindful that other people can see whatever 
your video camera picks up. Sometimes the camera picks up more than you may visibly see on 
your screen. One news reporter did not realize that, although they were wearing a shirt and tie 
for their news report, the camera still showed that they were not wearing pants. So please be 
mindful of your surroundings, including attire, or simply turn video camera feature off. 

 
 

Upper Room 
 

The Upper Room can be purchased at the Welcome Office every other month. Debi mailed some to 
those who get them regularly since the pandemic. We would ask that you email Debi in the office if 
you would like one, let her know what size, and be sure to include your mailing address. She will let 
you know how to pay for it. 

 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/R92LD8D
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/R92LD8D
http://www.wesleyworc.org/
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Send Us Your Church Photos? 
 

The worship team invites you to send us photos you have of our church community in action. Our 
hope is to incorporate these photos in the slide show that we have used to open up our Sunday 
worship services. if you have photos to share please send them a long to Pastor Shandi or Nan 
Gibbons. Thank you. 

 
 

From the Church Office: Do you know someone  

who is not getting these Constant Contact emails? 
 

If so, please encourage them to send us their email address. If they believe we have their email but 

are still not receiving our emails, please encourage them to check their Spam or Junkmail folder. 

They can “whitelist” or “mark sender as safe” to ensure that they receive these emails in their inbox. 

 
 

 

Did You Know 
 

As The liturgy we used for the “Love Feast” on Maundy Thursday had embedded in it the first stanza of the 
hymn “Now Thank We All Our God” (UMH 102). This hymn is a very familiar hymn for our congregation, a 
hymn we frequently sing to close our annual Harvest festival and on other occasions of thanksgiving. It is 
not surprising that we choose to sing this text on such occasions, for according to Michael Hawn it 
“contains one of the most exuberant doxological messages in hymnic history.”1 What you may not realize 
is that this expression of deep gratitude and thanksgiving was also in its time a strong reaffirmation of 
Christian faith in the face of death and human suffering. 

Martin Rinckhart, who wrote the hymn text, was a Lutheran pastor Eilenburg, Saxony during the Thirty 
Years’ War (1618–1648), when the city was an overcrowded refuge for fugitives and suffered from famine 
and an outbreak of the plague. At the height of the plague in the city in1637, Rinckhart was the only 
pastor, and is reported to have officiated for the burials of almost 4500 persons (including his wife) during 
that year. Despite the horrendous suffering Rinckhart had witnessed and personally experienced from war, 
disease, and famine, he wrote this faith-affirming text of gratitude for God’s sustenance through his trials. 
It is believed that the first two stanzas were written to be sung as a table grace, even in the face of what 
was likely a very meager meal. (The original title of the hymn was “Tisch-Gebetlein,” or a “little prayer 
before the meal.”2). The doxological third stanza is a paraphrase of the text of the Gloria Patri. 

Christian worship and Christian faith allow for the expression of the full range of human emotions. As we 
continue to live through this pandemic and its accompanying challenges it is proper for us to voice in 
prayer, worship, and song, our grief and laments and even to rail against the injustice and suffering we see 
all around us. Nevertheless it is also good to be reminded that even (and maybe especially) in the midst of 
difficult circumstances we can also continue to offer our praise and thanks to God for God’s accompanying 
presence and for the hope offered to us by Christ’s resurrection, which we celebrate with our ongoing 
Alleluias throughout these Great Fifty Days. 

Submitted by, Deborah O’Driscoll 
_________________________ 
1Michael Hawn, “Hymns for a Pandemic: A Brief Historical Introduction,” https://worship.calvin.edu/resources/resource-library/hymns-for-a-
pandemic-a-brief-historical-introduction. Accessed May 7, 2020 
2Greg Scheer, “Now Thank We All Our God: Notes,” https://hymnary.org/text/now_thank_we_all_our_god. Accessed May 12, 2020. 

mailto:pastorshandim@wesleyworc.org
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