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Wesley United Methodist Church 

Worcester, MA 

 

Weekly Reflection & Announcements 
May 24-30, 2020 

 
 

   Weekly Reflection 
 

 

Love and Joy 

Jesus said: “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you.  

Now remain in my love. If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love,  

just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love. I have told you this  

so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.” (John 15:9-11) 

I am continuing my reflection on the words Jesus spoke to his disciples as he was 

preparing them for his departure. The verses mentioned above were very striking this 

week. In the midst of the fear and anxiety that Jesus knew his disciples were feeling, he 

speaks about love and joy. Earlier Jesus had told them that he was going to leave them 

but to not let their hearts be troubled. Then he had said that God was going to send the 

Holy Spirit to accompany them in his physical absence. Now he invites them to remain 

in his love, so that his joy may be in them. 

Jesus attaches joy to love. That is a very profound connection. Think about it. When you 

have truly loved someone, you have loved them through good times and through 

difficult times. You have loved them even in times when they have made you angry and 

upset. You have loved them through times when they have said or done things that hurt 

you. Love is a powerful calling of commitment to another person. “Love bears all things, 

believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends.” as Paul wrote 

in First Corinthians 13. 

Joy takes after love. Joy, like love, is present even when things are difficult, challenging, 

and painful. Joy can be experienced even in the midst of suffering. Jesus connects joy 

to love because he understood that, even in the midst of the separation they were about 

to experience, the disciples could still know an abiding sense of joy. Joy is not the same  
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as happiness. Joy is different. Joy is something that wells up from deep within the soul 

enabling one to sing, “It is well with my soul,” when things do not appear well to the 

naked eye. 

As I prepare for my own departure and separation from you, I am most certainly 

experiencing a profound sense of grief and sadness, which has been intensified 

because of COVID-19. However, as I have been working through my own grief, one 

thing that has lifted my spirits has been the memories I have of being in love with you – 

of being in love with Jesus in you. Our ministry was not always happy and easy – we 

have had difficult moments as well as glorious moments – but through it all I have 

experienced a depth of love for you and from you that I can only say has been an 

extension of the very love of God for us. God loves you and God will always love you. 

And when we open our hearts and lives to the love of God, it washes over us so 

powerfully that it sustains us in moments like this. 

Knowing that I have been in enfolded in this love warms my heart, and uplifts my spirit. 

Knowing that God’s love has held us fills me with an inexplicable joy. It is the joy of 

knowing that there is no challenge, hardship, or struggle that will separate us from the 

love of God which is in Christ Jesus, and therefore nothing can truly separate us from 

each other when we remain in God’s love. We will remain united in the same love and 

Spirit that has held us together all these years. 

And so my prayer this day is that, truly, it may be so. Amen. 

 

In Faith & Love, Pastor Shandi 

 
 

Announcements for May 24 - 30, 2020 
 

Let Us Keep In Our Prayer... 

 Wesley’s leadership as they discern ways to keep our church community safe 
amidst the coronavirus pandemic. 

 Those working on the frontlines of this pandemic: healthcare workers and other 
essential workers.  

 Those who are unemployed, the homeless, and others in vulnerable situations, 
including people living in situations of domestic violence.  

 Students preparing to graduate. 

 Terry, Judy Hoffman’s sister, as she continues her battle with cancer. 
 
If you have a prayer concern you would like added to the Sunday worship service 
and/or the announcements, please email Pastor Shandi. 

 

mailto:pastorshandim@wesleyworc.org
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May 31 Worship Service Pre-Recorded 
 

Our worship service for Sunday, May 31 will be pre-recorded. Bishop Sudarshana 

Devadhar, our District Superintendent, Rev. Megan Stowe, and others have prepared a 

worship service for members of this New England Conference to be shared on 

Pentecost. On this Pentecost Sunday it is fitting that we join together with United 

Methodists all around the conference to worship together. Pentecost celebrates the 

outpouring of God’s Spirit upon the Church. Pentecost marks the birthday of the Church 

universal. So we will gather on Pentecost to worship in Spirit with other United 

Methodists across the connection. So please tune in at the same time 10:00 am on 

Sunday to access the Pentecost Worship Service. 

 

Called Special Charge Conference: June 1, 7:00 pm via Zoom 
 

The Church Council meeting for June will be held as a Special Charge Conference in 

order for the church to officially approve and receive the SBA grant and Payment 

Protection Program funds that the church applied for and received. Per our Book of 

Discipline, these funds have to be received by Special Charge Conference vote. Those 

eligible to vote at the Special Charge Conference are the leaders of the Administrative 

Council (Church Council). Our church however has traditionally extended voting 

privileges to members of the congregation. 

The District Superintendent has granted authority to Pastor Shandi to preside over this 

Special Charge Conference. If you wish to be part of the Special Charge Conference, 

please email him so you can be included in the Zoom meeting invitation. If you have any 

questions, also feel free to reach out to Pastor Shandi. 

 

Church’ Council’s Discernment on Plans for Re-Opening 
 

Our community is continuing our suspension of in-person gatherings until further notice. 

Although President Trump and Governor Baker announced that houses of worship can 

reopen, Wesley church has no immediate plans to return to in person gatherings. The 

Church leadership is continuing to evaluate the situation and when a change has been 

decided upon you will be notified. In the meantime, please continue to join us online for 

worship each Sunday at 10:00 am. 

 

 

mailto:pastorshandim@wesleyworc.org


Page | 4  

 

 

June Herald 
 

The June Herald will be published the week of June 15th. Please have all articles to 

Debi by Wednesday, June 10th. Thank you. 

 

From the Church Office:  

Do you know someone who is not getting  

these Constant Contact emails? 
 

If so, please encourage them to send us their email address. If they believe we have 

their email but are still not receiving our emails, please encourage them to check their 

Spam or Junkmail folder. They can “whitelist” or “mark sender as safe” to ensure that 

they receive these emails in their inbox. 

 

Face Masks Ordered for Wesley Health Care Workers and Shelters 
  

The Mission Committee wants to donate to needs created by 

COVID-19. We consulted with other Wesley mission leaders 

and Church Council, and decided to buy several hundred face 

masks. Allison Hansen knew where we could purchase masks 

and ordered them while masks were still available! So Wesley 

people who work in health care or group homes where masks are inadequate, please 

contact Betsy Pennino or Pastor Shandi, as some of you have done already. The rest of 

the masks will be delivered to shelters and places where homeless people go such as 

Worcester Fellowship.   

 

 

Donations for Wesley's Thanksgiving Meals 
 

Chris Flagg and Donna Hirtle have again taken on assembling the Thanksgiving Meals 

for the our neighbors project. May is the month to ask that you buy desserts on sale, 

and the Mission Committee wants to collect 55 cake mixes and jars of frosting. Please 

donate them in the Thanksgiving basket when we meet again. 
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