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Weekly Reflection 
 

 
Going Home 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me.  

My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so,  

would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you?  

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be  

with me that you also may be where I am.” (John 14:1-3 (NIV)) 

As I have been preparing for my family’s move to Georgia, this particular scripture 

from John has come to mind. Jesus shared these words as part of his “farewell 

speech” in John chapter 14-17. Jesus was preparing his disciples for his 

departure through his death, resurrection and eventual ascension. Jesus said he 

was going ahead of us to prepare a place for us in his Father’s house. Some 

translations use the word, “home” instead of “house,” which I think is more 

accurate. Jesus was preparing to return home. 

Jesus then promises to come back and take us home with him. I have wondered 

what this promise means to us as someone who believes in the power and 

continuing presence of God in our midst even now. I have wondered if perhaps 

Jesus’ promise also means that, we do not have to wait until Jesus comes back 

for us to have a place we call home because when we pray ‘thy kingdom come’, 

we are also saying that our heavenly home can find a strong foundation even on 

this earth. Can we be at home with Jesus even now? 
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To many people, home goes beyond just a physical place. Home often represents 

an environment of safety and security, a place that promotes creativity and 

growth, a place that encourages the deepening of relationships, and that allows 

us to be our true self.  

Home is perhaps the place that nourishes our souls. As Jane Alexander puts it in 

her book Spirit of the Home: How to Make Your Home a Sanctuary: 

“This almost desperate interest in the external trappings of home – the 

newest colors, the latest furniture, the best cooker, the freshest curtains – 

disguise a more profound longing. In our hearts we want to come home  

to a real home. A real home is a place that nurtures us on every level.  

It gives us the creature comforts that make our bodies feel relaxed and 

comfortable. It provides the safety and serenity that allows our minds and 

emotions peace and security. Above all it nourishes our soul.” 

For me, I have been home in so many places. As a pastor’s kid, I seldom had a 

place I called home because home for me was wherever my family was. In many 

ways I am preparing to go home in Georgia, but I am also realizing that I am 

leaving home here at Wesley. Here at Wesley my soul was nourished in very 

profound ways and I am going to miss this home. 

As you consider the challenges we are facing with being confined to our places of 

residence, I wonder if we can ask God to help them be spaces that nourishes our 

souls as well. The church is ultimately not a building. And the Spirit of God is 

omnipresent. So perhaps, wherever we find ourselves, Jesus is there and we are 

at home with him. And if what we are all searching for is ultimately a home that 

nourishes our soul, then I wonder and ask: 

1. What do you hope for in both your heavenly home and earthly home? 

2. What will allow your soul to grow and bring you to a closer relationship  

with God? 

3. What will help make your house and this church a home that truly  

nourishes the soul? 

I pray and hope that this day, you will discover anew that indeed you are already 

at home in Christ’s presence through the enduring power of his Spirit. Amen.  

In Faith & Love, Pastor Shandi 
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Announcements for May 3 - 9, 2020 
 

 

  

Let Us Keep In Our Prayers.... 

 Rachel Long who has been showing signs of a low-grade fever and some 
lung issues. Pray for her healing and strength. 

 Thanksgiving for Sam Long who is feeling better after being sick with 
COVID-19 symptoms. 

 Violet Ansah and family as they grieve the death of Violet’s brother, Albert 
Ossei, who died from COVID-19 in the UK, and as they grieve Albert’s 
wife who died from a heart attack five days later. Pray for comfort, 
strength, and peace. 

 Isaac Mawokomatanda who is now in rehabilitation as he continues to 
struggle with several health challenges. 

 Wesley’s leadership as the discern ways to keep our church community 
safe amidst the coronavirus pandemic. 

 Those working on the frontlines of this pandemic: healthcare workers and 
other essential workers. 

 Those who are unemployed, the homeless, and others in vulnerable 
situations, including people living in situations of domestic violence. 

 Students preparing to graduate 
 

If you have a prayer concern you would like added to the Sunday worship 
service and/or the announcements, please email Pastor Shandi. 

 

 

Tower & Rose Window Lighting's 

May's Tower lighting is given in loving memory of my parents, Norman and 
Mary Fletcher and my brother, David Fletcher by Barbara Fletcher. 
 
May's Rose window lighting is given in loving memory of my mother and 
brothers, Marjorie, Leonard, and Harry Merchant by Emily Smith. 

Although we may not be in church to appreciate our beautiful stained-glass 
windows, we are still able to appreciate and dedicate the lighting's in memory of 
loved ones. If you received a lighting letter and form from Debi, please be sure 
to return the form to her as soon as you are able. 

 

 

May Herald 

The May Herald will be published on Wednesday, May 20th. Please have all 
articles to Debi by Wednesday, May 13th. 

  

mailto:pastorshandim@wesleyworc.org
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Pastoral Transition 

As many of you know, I am preparing to transition out of Wesley this summer. 

Although my appointment with Wesley officially ends on June 30th, Bishop 

Devadhar has designated June 22 to be the last Sunday for outgoing pastors to 

lead worship in their settings. This allows for smooth transitions for me and my 

family to move out from the parsonage, for SPRC and Trustees to prepare the 

parsonage for the new pastor, and for the new pastor to move and get settled 

before their July 1st start date. Even though we are in the midst of a pandemic 

that has prevented us to gather together in person, pastoral transitions in the 

conference are still set to take place as scheduled. Please read this pastoral 

letter from Bishop Devadhar regarding pastoral transitions. I am hopeful that we 

will all find an alternatively meaningful way to mutually mark this transition.  

Pastor Shandi 
 

 

  

Celebrating the Ministry of our Student Intern: Hae Jin Bahng 

Since September 2019 we have had the blessing and privilege to work with 

Hae Jin Bahng as our student intern. Hae Jin is a Master of Divinity student at 

Boston University School of Theology. Hae Jin is concluding her second year of 

seminary this week, which means that Hae Jin’s last official Sunday with us is 

May 10th. Please join us in worship on Sunday as we honor Hae Jin’s ministry 

with us. We will offer a prayer and blessing for her. And, following the guidance 

from the Bishop’s Pastoral letter regarding transitions, I have recommended to 

the SPRC and Church Council that Wesley should invite Hae Jin back when the 

congregation is finally able to gather together in order to fully celebrate her 

ministry with us. But, until then, we encourage you to reach out to Hae Jin and 

extend your well wishes and to hold her in prayer as she also transitions out of 

her ministry with Wesley UMC.  
 

 

  

Class of 2020 Graduates 

Do you have a child(ren) graduating from high school or college?    
 
If so, please email your child’s name(s), school he/she is 
graduating from, and where he/she plans on attending next.  
We will be lifting up their names in June. 
 
Please email Debi by May 30th at office@wesleyworc.org.  

 Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://files.constantcontact.com/1aa828fc601/9359af08-3720-4cda-b0a5-2dd9928b265a.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/1aa828fc601/9359af08-3720-4cda-b0a5-2dd9928b265a.pdf
mailto:office@wesleyworc.org
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From the Church Office: Do you know someone who is not 
getting these Constant Contact emails? 

If so, please encourage them to send us their email address. If they believe we 

have their email but are still not receiving our emails, please encourage them to 

check their Spam or Junkmail folder. They can “whitelist” or “mark sender as 

safe” to ensure that they receive these emails in their inbox. 
 

 

Help Needed from the Worship Team 

In order to improve the worship opportunities we are offering, the worship 

teams needs help. Below are a couple of requests: 

 

1. Feedback Requested: The worship planning team has prepared the 

following survey to gather your feedback about our online worship 

service. Please use this link to access the short survey. By 

participating in this survey you will help us better serve you. 

2. Tech Help Needed: If you are comfortable with computer technology 

or have an acumen for learning new things, we are looking for 

additional support for our Zoom Worship services. We are looking for 

people to be “zoom ushers” and “audio visual support.” If you are 

interested, please contact Pastor Shandi, and more details can be 

provided. 

3. Testimonies Requested: Are you an essential worker, working in the 

health care industry? Have you seen God working in encouraging, 

inspiring, and assuring ways? Do you have a particular story you would 

be willing to share? Would you be willing to share that story or 

testimony with our community? If so, please reach out to Pastor 

Shandi. We would like to record stories of hope from around our 

community to let others know that God is indeed working in our midst. 

 

Join Us for Worship Live on Zoom: 

Our weekly worship continue to meet via Zoom on Sundays at 10:00 AM  

and on Wednesdays at 6:30 for the mid-week Love Feast. If you are not  

able to join live, a recording is posted later on the church website. The login 

information is the same for each service every week. To join worship, please 

simply go to our church website (www.wesleyworc.org) where you will find links 

to the Zoom call, fellowship hour, worship bulletin, For the Journey devotional, 

and weekly announcements. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/R92LD8D
http://www.wesleyworc.org/
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Some Guidelines for Zoom Worship: 

Please remember that our online worship offerings are still “public” worship 

services. The worship team asks that you approach them in that spirit, and thus 

observe a few guidelines for online worship. 

 

1. Please do not attempt joining worship while driving. This is for your safety 

and the safety of others on the road with you. 

2. When worshiping with your video on, please be mindful that other people 

can see whatever your video camera picks up. Sometimes the camera 

picks up more than you may visibly see on your screen. Earlier this week, 

one news reporter did not realize that, although they were wearing a shirt 

and tie for their news report, the camera still showed that they were not 

wearing pants. So please be mindful of your surroundings, including 

attire, or simply turn video camera feature off.  
 

 

Sunday School is Back! 

Sunday School is back! Families with children from pre-school through 5th 

grade can find our video on the church website, along with the Sunday school 

page each week. The first lesson is up now!  

Middle school and high school youth are invited and encouraged to join their 

teachers for a weekly zoom meeting at 11:30 on Sundays. The link will be 

shared with the Youth email List and on the Wesley Young People's Choir chat 

on WhatsApp weekly, and also in an email. To have your teen's name added to 

the list contact nan@wesleyworc.org.  
 

 

UMW Mission Recognition Award 

Even though we are not able to meet in person for worship, we will still be 
collecting nominations for the UMW Mission Recognition Award. 

You can send your nomination in one of two ways: 
 

1. Online through this survey link 
2. Printing this form and mail it to the church 

 
The nomination form is also available on the website on the Resource page if 
you wish to complete this at a later time. 

As always, we appreciate your nominations! 

Allison Hansen & Barb Ingrassia 
 

http://www.wesleyworc.org/ministries/childrens-ministry-wesley/sunday-school-lessons/
mailto:nan@wesleyworc.org
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KB6XPTR
https://files.constantcontact.com/1aa828fc601/0b7610e3-fe12-441e-8c27-c07cc6bc7606.pdf

