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At Wesley, we foster a sanctuary culture by creating a safe environment where  

all feel welcomed, loved, accepted, valued, and affirmed for who they are, through  

intentional practices such as empathy, compassion, generosity, hospitality, and inclusion. 
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AN ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

“I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you  
will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.” 

 ~ Philippians 1:6 

WE GATHER 

Songs of Praise Adoration  

I Have Joy In My Heart deep, deep down in my heart... 

Jesus gave to me, and no one can destroy it.  
I have joy in my heart; deep, deep down in my heart... 

A-ye-yi Wurae’ --- A-ye-yi Wurae’  
Ye yi W’ayɛ Na yɛ Ma Wo so! 

English:    

You own our praise! You own our praise!  
We praise you, Lord, and we lift you high! 

Greeting and Welcome 

Opening Hymn  Because He Lives Tune: RESURRECTION 

God sent His son, they called Him Jesus; 
He came to love, heal and forgive; 
He lived and died to buy my pardon, 
An empty grave is there to prove my Savior lives! 
 

Refrain  
Because He lives, I can face tomorrow, 
Because He lives, all fear is gone; 
Because I know He holds the future, 
And life is worth the living, 
Just because He lives! 

 
How sweet to hold a newborn baby, 
And feel the pride and joy he gives; 
But greater still the calm assurance: 
This child can face uncertain days because He Lives! [Refrain] 
 
And then one day, I'll cross the river, 
I'll fight life's final war with pain; 
And then, as death gives way to vict'ry, 
I'll see the lights of glory and I'll know He lives! [Refrain] 
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Call to Worship  

One:  We stand on the threshold of something new.  

Many:  The old has gone and a new thing is emerging.  

One:  Do not dwell on the former things then, or consider the things of old. 

Many:  God is about to do a new thing. Now it springs forth.  

One:  Yes! Can you perceive it? We stand on the threshold of something new. 

Many:  As we step into the future, we will trust that God is with us, journeying with us, 
and promising to lead us through. May it be so!  

Opening Prayer 

Gracious and Loving God, we are yours and you are ours. You call us by name and invite 

us to journey with you. We are grateful for your accompanying presence. When we pass 

through the waters, you are with us, and the rivers will not overwhelm us. When we walk 

through fire, your protective presence guides us, and the flames do not consume us. Help 

us to trust in your continuing presence. Open us up to the transformative power of your 

Spirit. Lead us to be your people - to be the church that you have been waiting for. In the 

name of Jesus the Christ we pray. Amen.  

WE PROCLAIM 

Epistle Reading  1 Corinthians 3:1-9 

Children’s Sermon 

Gospel Reading  John 17: 1-8, 17-23 

Sermon  Rev. Shandi Mawokomatanda 

 “Christ’s Hope for the Present and Future Church” 

WE RESPOND 

Prayers of the People 

The Lord’s Prayer     

[You are welcome to pray the Lord’s Prayer in the language of your choosing] 

Offertory Come, Holy Ghost, Lord God (BuxWV 199) Dieterich Buxtehude 
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Doxology   Tune: LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!  

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Amen!  

WE GO TO LOVE AND SERVE 

Farewell Liturgy for the Pastor 

A Note of Gratitude and Grace: 

I thank you, the members and friends of Wesley United Methodist Church, 

for the love and support you have shown me while I have ministered among you. 

I am grateful for the ways my leadership has been accepted. 

I ask forgiveness for the mistakes I have made. 

As I leave, I carry with me all that I have learned here. 

 Congregational Response: 

We receive your thankfulness, offer forgiveness, 

and accept that you now leave to minister to your family. 

We express our gratitude for your time among us. 

We ask your forgiveness for our mistakes. 

Your influence on our faith and faithfulness 

will not leave with your departure. 

Pastors Response: 

I accept your gratitude and forgiveness, and I forgive you, 

trusting that our time together and our parting are pleasing to God. 

I release you from turning to me and depending on me. 

I encourage your continuing ministry here 

and will pray for you and for your new pastor. 

Communal Prayer: 

Eternal God, whose steadfast love for us is from everlasting to everlasting, 

we give you thanks for cherished memories 

and commend one another into your care as we move in new directions. 

Keep us one in your love forever, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Announcements 
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Closing Hymn Blest Be the Tie That Binds Tune: DENNIS 

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;  
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.  

Before our Father's throne we pour our ardent prayers;  
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, our comforts and our cares.  

We share our mutual woes, our mutual burdens bear,  
And often for each other flows the sympathizing tear.  

When we are called to part, it gives us inward pain;  
But we shall still be joined in heart, and hope to meet again.  

This glorious hope revives our courage by the way;  
While each in expectation lives and waits to see the day.  

From sorrow, toil, and pain, and sin, we shall be free;  
And perfect love and friendship reign through all eternity.  

Blessing 

Benediction 

Congregational Response God Be With You Till We Meet Again Tune: GOD BE WITH YOU 

God be with you till we meet again, 
By His counsels guide, uphold you, 
With His sheep securely fold you, 
God be with you till we meet again. 

Postlude Shalom 
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WESLEY STAFF & LEADERSHIP TEAM 

Pastor  Rev. Shandirai Mawokomatanda 

Deacon Rebecca Copeland 

Interim Organist & Choir Director William Ness 

Ghanaian Choirmaster Desmond Cheatham 

Dir. of Children, Youth & Family Ministry Nan Gibbons 

Layleader & Music Assistant Deborah O’Driscoll 

Youth Directors Anthony & Adrienne Phillips 

Church Business Administrator Tim Carty 

Church Secretary Debi Reynolds 

Church Financial Secretary Lorna Mattus-Merrill 

Building Superintendent  Tim Murphy 

Hospitality Co-Chairs Vivian Assie & Judy Hoffman 

Head Usher David Dagle 

Church Security  Phil Johnson 

 

WORSHIP NOTES 

Scripture Reader: Desmond Cheatham 

Select music from past recordings of Wesley UMC Worship 

OneLicense Reprint + Livestream and Podcast/Recording License A-726657 

CCLI License #20653706 with Streaming #20653696 


