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At Wesley, we foster a sanctuary culture by creating a safe environment where  

all feel welcomed, loved, accepted, valued, and affirmed for who they are, through  

intentional practices such as empathy, compassion, generosity, hospitality, and inclusion. 
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AN ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

“Yes, we will miss much of the past, but whining and pining about it will not make it reappear. 
Instead, Jeremiah challenges the Jews in captivity, and us, to embrace the place where God has 
us and find ways to be faithful in our living, so that others might inquire about our inspiration, 
our resolve, and our trust, and thereby be drawn into relationship with God.”  ~ Bruce G. Boak  

WE GATHER 

Songs of Praise Adoration  

God You’re So Good.  God you’re so good. God you are kind.  

God you are wonderful. My God, you are excellent... 

Excellent is Thy name. Excellent is Thy might.  

God you are wonderful. My God you are excellent... 

I Will Lift Up Your Name Higher… I will lift up your name higher... 

Great Jehovah you are wonderful. I will lift up your name higher... 

Greeting and Welcome 

Opening Hymn  Great Is Thy Faithfulness Tune: FAITHFULNESS  

 
Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 
there is no shadow of turning with thee; 
thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; 
as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be. 
 
Refrain: 
Great is thy faithfulness! 
Great is thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
all I have needed thy hand hath provided; 
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
 
Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 
sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 
join with all nature in manifold witness 
to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. [Refrain] 
 
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! [Refrain] 
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Call to Worship  

One:  O God, you called us by name to come, and we respond with delight and gladness. 

Many:  In joyful obedience, we come to worship our God. 

One:  Rising out of the depths of despair, we gratefully gather for worship. 

Many:  In joyful hope, we come to worship our loving God. 

One:  Our God had given us a new song of praise to sing to our Awesome God! 

Many:  In joyful trust, we come to worship our God. Amen. 

Opening Prayer 

Holy God, we sing a new song of praise to you, as once again, we make further new 

discoveries of your generosity and love. As we come in trust to you in prayer, we are 

amazed by the miraculous acts of grace you offer to us, and we respond to you with glad 

songs of praise and joy. As we worship and praise your holy name, we seek reassurance 

from you that your tender mercies will continue to be with us, because we know that our 

only hope is in your unfailing love and faithfulness towards us. Loving Lord, in your grace 

and mercy, hear our prayers of praise and thankfulness. Amen. 

WE PROCLAIM 

Scripture Reading  Jeremiah 29:1; 4-14 

Sermon “Planting and Building” Deborah O’Driscoll 

WE RESPOND 

Prayers of the People 

The Lord’s Prayer     

[You are welcome to pray the Lord’s Prayer in the language of your choosing] 

Offertory Interlude on Resignation  Gilbert Martin (b. 1941) 

Doxology   Tune: LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!  

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Amen!  
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WE GO TO LOVE AND SERVE 

Announcements 

Closing Hymn When God Restored Our Common Life Tune: RESIGNATION 

 
When God restored our common life, our hope, our liberty, 
at first it seemed a passing dream, a waking fantasy. 
A shock of joy swept over us, for we had wept so long; 
the seeds we watered once with tears sprang up into a song. 

 
We went forth weeping, sowing seeds in hard, unyielding soil; 
with laughing hearts we carry home the fruit of all our toil. 
We praise the One who gave the growth, with voices full and strong. 
The seeds we watered once with tears sprang up into a song. 

 
Great liberating God, we pray for all who are oppressed. 
May those who long for what is right with justice now be blest. 
We pray for those who mourn this day, and all who suffer wrong; 
may seeds they water now with tears spring up into a song. 

Benediction 

Congregational Response Blest Be the Tie that Binds Tune: DENNIS 

Blest be the tie that binds  
Our hearts in Christian love;  
The fellowship of kindred minds  
Is like to that above. 

Postlude Shalom 
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WESLEY STAFF & LEADERSHIP TEAM 

Pastor  Rev. Shandirai Mawokomatanda 

Deacon Rebecca Copeland 

Interim Organist & Choir Director William Ness 

Ghanaian Choirmaster Desmond Cheatham 

Dir. of Children, Youth & Family Ministry Nan Gibbons 

Layleader & Music Assistant Deborah O’Driscoll 

Youth Directors Anthony & Adrienne Phillips 

Church Business Administrator Tim Carty 

Church Secretary Debi Reynolds 

Church Financial Secretary Lorna Mattus-Merrill 

Building Superintendent  Tim Murphy 

Hospitality Co-Chairs Vivian Assie & Judy Hoffman 

Head Usher David Dagle 

Church Security  Phil Johnson 

 

WORSHIP NOTES 

Scripture Reader: Stephen Dweh-Chenneh 

Select music from past recordings of Wesley UMC Worship 

OneLicense Reprint + Livestream and Podcast/Recording License A-726657 

Call to Worship and Opening Prayer– ‘The Timeless Psalms’ RCL Psalms  
Year A. © 2011 Joan Stott. Used with permission. 

Portions of the Prayers of the People adapted and excerpted from Daily Prayers  
by members of the Extended Cabinet of the New England Annual Conference 


