
Page | 1  

 

Wesley United Methodist Church 

Worcester, MA 

 

Weekly Reflection & Announcements 
June 7-13, 2020 

 
 

   Weekly Reflection 
 

 

Knowing God 

“After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said,  

‘Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you,  

since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life  

to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they may know you, 

the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.’”  (John 17:1-3) 

As I approach the end of my reflections on the words Jesus spoke to his disciples as he 

was preparing them for his departure, I am led to verse 3 of John chapter 17.  

In previous reflections, I have mentioned something to the effect that, for me, heaven is 

not much a place but the reality of the consummate presence and power of God. This 

week’s scripture passage discloses what I have believed about the life God gives and 

the promise of life eternal with God. Jesus affirms that he was sent in order to give 

eternal life to all whom God had given him. In another verse, Jesus says, he came in 

order that we may have life and have it abundantly or to the fullest. Eternal life and 

abundant life are synonymous for me. And in this week’s scripture, Jesus explains what 

he means: “And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and 

Jesus Christ.” 

This begs the question, what does it mean then to “know God”? To know God can mean 

many things. It can mean to perceive, to understand, to recognize, to comprehend. It 

can also mean to enter into a very intimate personal relationship through which we 

know things about God and experience God. I believe then that to know God means all 

these things and more.  
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If Jesus came in order that we might have life fully, then we are invited to know God 

fully. Human language is insufficient to describe the fullness of the life that God wants 

us to know. But, perhaps, it is sufficient to say that we are invited to imagine all the 

ways that God wants us to know life and have it fully. And, as we imagine all the ways 

that God wants us to know life, we are first drawn into a relationship with God, and 

Jesus Christ whom he sent, through the enduring power of the Holy Spirit. We are to 

seek God in all things and for all things. If we are to know God, then we can trust that 

God can be known – and fully known.  

As your pastor, that is all I have ever wanted for you. I have wanted you to simply know 

God. I tried to share what I know of God from my own relationship with God. And I have 

learned more about God from you because of your own personal relationship with God. 

Together, we affirmed one another and we challenged one another. And I hope that 

through it all we grew all the more into a deeper knowing of God and Jesus Christ whom 

God sent, all this through the enduring power of the Holy Spirit among us.  

As I prepare to take my leave, I pray the same for you. I pray that you may continue to 

grow into the full knowledge of God. Jesus clearly believes that knowing God is eternal 

life, so I pray that you will know that eternal life is a gift God gives for the present 

moments as well as the future. So I pray that your life will be abundantly full of all that 

God desires and intends for you.  

May it be so! Amen.  

In Faith & Love, Pastor Shandi 

 

 

Announcements for June 7-13, 2020 
 

Let Us Keep In Our Prayer... 

 Betty Nevers at home in Florida recovering from serious cardiac issues.  

 Laura, Debi Reynolds' mother, in Memorial Hospital.  

 Pastor Shandi as he transitions out of his appointment.  

 Someone who was diagnosed with Stage-4 Cancer and now undergoing 

treatments.  

 Wesley’s leadership as they discern ways to keep our church community safe 

amidst the coronavirus pandemic.  
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 Those who have been infected by COVID-19 that they may know God’s healing 

and strength.  Wesley’s leadership as they discern ways to keep our church 

community safe amidst the coronavirus pandemic.  

 Those working on the frontlines of this pandemic: healthcare workers and other 

essential workers.Those who are unemployed, the homeless, and others in 

vulnerable situations, including people living in situations of domestic violence. 

 

If you have a prayer concern you would like added to the Sunday worship service 

and/or the announcements, please email Pastor Shandi. 

 
 
 

A Farewell Gift for Pastor Shandi and His Family 
 

Pastor Shandi’s last day with us will be Sunday, June 21. We would like to say farewell to 

Shandi, Allison, Noah, and Benjamin and launch them into their new life in Georgia with a cash 

gift from the Wesley Congregation. 

You may contribute to the cash gift by sending a check—payable to Wesley United Methodist 

Church—to Wesley United Methodist Church, 114 Main Street, Worcester, MA 01608. 

Please be sure to write “GIFT FOR SHANDI” in the memo line of your check. You may also 

contribute a gift through the "Give" link on our website, use the selection "Pastor Shandi's Gift". 

Either way, your contribution will be credited to your account as a donation. 

You also may send cards and farewell notes to Pastor Shandi and family to the church—these 

will be given to him before he leaves. 

Due to the need for social distancing, we are also planning a “drive-by” farewell parade at the 

parsonage for Sunday, June 21. Details about this will follow. 

Our new pastor, Reverend Byungmoo Lee (who prefers to be called, simply, Moo) and his wife, 

Bo Han, will arrive on Saturday, June 27. Moo’s first Sunday with us will be Sunday, July 5. 

Details about ways in which we will welcome Moo and his wife will follow. 

Tom Ingrassia, Chair 

Staff-Parish Relations Committee 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:pastorshandim@wesleyworc.org
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRihmPDVxx3I2ArbFtwP6YZtfcDUR8Pm2EuvGLceWdCNK2EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pbouTevPBQEYhiq6gpnw8MRYvg=&ver=3
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Farewell “Parade” for Pastor Shandi and His Family 
 

 
Please join us in a “car wave-parade” of gratitude and well wishes for Pastor Shandi, 

Allison, Noah, and Ben at 2 p.m. on Sunday, June 21st. We will gather at the 

Pakachoag Elementary School parking lot (110 Pakachoag St, Auburn, MA 01501) 

from 1:40-2:00 p.m. Please stay in your cars or maintain appropriate social distancing 

while waiting. Masks are suggested if you get out of your car. We will leave promptly at 

2 p.m. We will then proceed as a parade of cars to the parsonage (31 Arlington Street, 

Auburn), to wish Shandi and his family our farewells. Auburn police will be notified of the 

increased traffic on the street. Please, as you drive along the road in front of the 

parsonage, feel free to wave or give a brief hello out the car window, but there will 

be NO stopping/parking/ getting out of cars so as not to clog the street or cause 

accidents. Shandi and his family will be in the front yard to wave back. SPRC members 

will be at the school by 1:30 p.m. to help coordinate and lead the parade. Please abide 

by all traffic laws as we parade from the school to the parsonage. If you arrive late, or 

get separated, please have the address on hand in case. 

 
 
 

Update on Church Council’s Discernment Plans for Re-opening 
 

Our The Church Council met on Monday, June 1, and continued their discernment 

about re-opening. The Council is continuing its decision to suspend all in-person 

gatherings until further notice. The Council also decided to form a Re-entry Team as 

recommended by the Conference. The Re-entry Team will meet regularly to explore 

what it will take for Wesley to open things up and to prepare for such re-entry. The 

Team formed will include:  

The Pastor 

Anthony Phillips, Council Chair 

Brent Drajesk, Trustees Rep. 

Peter Hansen, Finance & SPRC Rep. 

Mercy Peacock, Mission & Hospitality rep. 

Tim Carty, Church Business Administrator 

Tim Murphy, Building Superintendent 

 

This team will walk through the guidelines suggested by federal, state, local and 

conference authorities, and will seek to develop contextual guidelines for Wesley.  
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That is, the team will explore not only what it will take for us as a congregation to go 

back to in-person gatherings but also to discern phases related to that re-entry process, 

including how other groups are affected. The team will also liaise and consult with other 

groups and committees to gather input and feedback to facilitate the team’s 

discernment. For instance, decisions related to building use would be made in 

consultation with Trustees, and decisions related to staffing needs would be made in 

consultation with SPRC. The Team has attempted to include representatives from key 

constituent groups. The team is to meet in between Church Council meetings and 

provide monthly updates to the Church Council.  

In the meantime, the Council still recommends remote working for staff as much as 

possible. Some onsite work is being allowed for limited operations, such as the running 

of Carty Cupboard, and the related cleaning of spaces used by Carty. Other 

maintenance and capital projects necessary to sustain current levels of limited 

operations are also allowed. The Re-entry team will determine any other exceptions to 

be included in the phased approach for re-entry.  

Of-course, the financial situation of the church will be a determinate variable. When the 

PPP grant period concludes and the financial situation does not show improvement, 

there may be other decisions that need to be made for responsible stewardship. Much 

like State officials had to determine essential services during the pandemic, the Church 

Council is the body responsible for determining the essential activities of our church and 

its mission. So, the Council determined that priority will be given first to those things that 

will help Wesley provide essential ministry and services during this pandemic (e.g. 

virtual worship when we cannot gather in-person and Carty Cupboard’s work); second 

priority will be given to those activities to support the first priority and that includes any 

related building maintenance and staff support. 

As the Re-Entry Team determines which operations can be expanded and how to 

expand those operations, accompanying decisions would need to be made about 

whether and how such an expansion can be supported and sustained. So this will be a 

multifaceted approach. We are grateful for those who have agreed to serve on the Re-

Entry Team. Let us keep them and one-another- in our prayers.  

Pastor Shandi 
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Wesley Church’s Pastoral Transition Team 
 

As you know, Wesley United Methodist Church is preparing to welcome a new pastor 

on July 1. Wesley’s Pastoral Transition Team is hard at work making preparations—

made that much more complicated by the Covid-19 pandemic. 

The Pastoral Transition team consists of: Tom Ingrassia (chair of the Staff-Parish 

Relations Committee), Debbie O’Driscoll (Lay Leader), Gary Robinson (chair of 

trustees), and Gifty Bentum-Asante (Ghanaian Association). The Team will attend a 

virtual Pastoral Transition Workshop, sponsored by the Central District on Saturday, 

May 30. At that time, we will receive more detailed information about how the transition 

is to be handled. We will share information with the congregation as it becomes 

available. 

In the meantime, if you have any questions about Pastor Shandi’s departure, and 

Pastor Moo’s arrival—and to minimize any additional strain on them—please reach out 

to any member of the Transition Team. We will do our best to address your questions in 

a timely manner. 

Peace & Blessings, 

Tom Ingrassia 

Chair, Staff-Parish Relations Committee 

 

June Herald 
 

The June Herald will be published the week of June 15th. All articles should be to me 

now. If you have an article you would like included in next week’s Herald, please email it 

to me and make sure I have it by Monday, June 15th at 11 am. Thank you. 

Debi Reynolds 

 

From the Church Office:   Do you know someone who is not getting  

these Constant Contact emails? 
 

If so, please encourage them to send us their email address. If they believe we have 

their email but are still not receiving our emails, please encourage them to check their 

Spam or Junkmail folder. They can “whitelist” or “mark sender as safe” to ensure that 

they receive these emails in their inbox. 

mailto:thomasingrassia@hotmail.com
mailto:debodrscll@aol.com
mailto:robinsonsretro@gmail.com
mailto:gifty.bentum-asante@nationalgrid.com
mailto:office@wesleyworc.org
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UMW Mission Recognition Award 
 

 

The UMW has decided to extend the deadline date for collecting nominations for the 

UMW Mission Recognition Award.  Please take a moment to nominate someone within 

the church that you feel deserves this.  The deadline for nominations is June 24th. 

You can send your nomination in one of two ways: 

1. Online through this survey link 

2. Printing this form and mail it to the church 

The nomination form is also available on the website on the Resource page if you wish 

to complete this at a later time. 

As always, we appreciate your nominations! 

Allison Hansen & Barb Ingrassia 

 
 

  Email Scam Alert! 
 

 
We continue to remind you that this email scam is still active! So please, watch your 

email... One may come in from either Nan Gibbons, Tim Murphy or possibly Pastor 

Shandi, and now other 'pastors, deacons, and Monsignore's "asking you for help 

descreetly". PLEASE DO NOT respond. 

 

The email addresses this seems to be coming from is similar to 

churchonline777666@gmail.com - - PLEASE DO NOT reply to anything from this email 

address. 

 

Please pay close attention to the email address anything is coming from. As always, 

please take precaution before responding to an email. 

 

Stay Safe! 

Debi Reynolds 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KB6XPTR
https://files.constantcontact.com/1aa828fc601/0b7610e3-fe12-441e-8c27-c07cc6bc7606.pdf

