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May 31-June 6, 2020 

 
 

   Weekly Reflection 
 

 

Resident Aliens 

 “This is My command to you: love one another. If you find that the world despises you, 

remember that before it despised you, it first despised Me. If you were a product of the 

world order, then it would love you. But you are not a product of the world because I 

have taken you out of it, and it despises you for that very reason.” 

 ~ (John 15:17-19, The Voice) 

The gospel of John uses dualistic themes quite often: light/darkness, truth/falsehood, 

love/hate. These dualistic themes are used to symbolically represent the radical nature 

of Christ’s call to discipleship. In the gospel of John, disciples live in the light while the 

world is in darkness. Disciples know the truth while the world rejects the truth. Disciples 

love Jesus while the world hates or despises him.  

The world, as a descriptor, is used symbolically to represent anything that goes against 

God’s true intention. However, the gospel of John is also complex enough that it doesn’t 

necessarily want to reduce our understanding and thinking to clearly delineated 

categories of black-and-white. After all, “God so loved the world that God sent God’s 

son.” God still loves the world even though the world is described as hating God.  

The scripture reading above presents one of the dualistic relationships between those 

who love Jesus and those who hate or despise Jesus. In the passage Jesus makes the 

case that the same world that despised him will despise those who follow him. What is 

most striking for me is the picture Jesus paints of his disciples as those whom he has 

taken out of the world. Disciples may be in the world but they are not of the world. As 

the early church father, Diognetus, put it, disciples are “resident aliens.”  
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This image resonates with me as an immigrant, and as a black person. In many ways, 

immigrants and black people are despised in this American world because there is the 

false narrative of what being American means for some. The fallacy of white supremacy 

and white privileges wants to tell people like myself that we do not belong here, and 

because we don’t belong here we don’t deserve just and equal treatment.  

But as an immigrant who is now an American citizen, I have no other home but this one. 

So what am I supposed to do when the American world keeps telling me that this is not 

my home? 

Some Christian folk who have reflected on the resident alien image, often resign to the 

thinking that heaven is our home. In this world we are resident aliens because heaven is 

our home. But, what is heaven and where is heaven? I, for one, refuse to believe that 

heaven is only some sweet-by-and-by. Such a belief is often used against people living 

under oppression, to manipulate them to submit to the unfair and unjust treatment of the 

world. We are supposed to submit to suffering in this world because in the sweet-by-

and-by things will get better. Well, I reject that notion.  

I reject the notion because God loved the world – the very world that despised God. 

God opted to enter into the world in order that the world might be saved. The love of 

God in Jesus Christ thus compels me to a different kind of a witness – a witness that 

enters into the dark places where darkness reigns in order to shine light into it. The love 

of God calls me to enter into the places where falsehoods are being proclaimed, such 

as the lie that black lives are indispensable and nobody should care, but to enter into 

those spaces and proclaim the truth that Black Lives Matter. The love of God invites me 

to not just sit idly by and watch the world burn but to seek a witness that will usher the 

world toward its redemption.  

From this perspective, Love is the force more powerful than any of the hatred and 

injustice that this world may want to present. In the scripture passage, Jesus says, “if 

you were a product of the world, the world would love you. But you are not a product of 

this world.” This, for me, begs the question: “what then does it mean to be a product of 

the world, and what does it mean to be the opposite?” 

I want to invite you to think about this question seriously and honestly. I invite you to 

consider how your response might lead you to live differently than you may be living 

now in order to truly be a product of a different kind of world: the world in which God 

truly reigns.  

May God’s kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven! Amen.  

In Faith & Love, Pastor Shandi 
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Announcements for May 30 – June 6, 2020 
 

Let Us Keep In Our Prayer... 

 Wesley’s leadership as they discern ways to keep our church community safe 
amidst the coronavirus pandemic. 

 Someone who was diagnosed with Stage-4 Cancer and now undergoing 
treatments. 

 Those who have been infected by COVID-19 that they may know God’s healing 
and strength.  

 Wesley’s leadership as they discern ways to keep our church community safe 

amidst the coronavirus pandemic. 

 Those working on the frontlines of this pandemic: healthcare workers and other 

essential workers. 

 Those who are unemployed, the homeless, and others in vulnerable situations, 

including people living in situations of domestic violence. 

 Students preparing to graduate 

 Pastor Shandi as he transitions out of his appointment.  

 Terry, Judy Hoffman’s sister, as she continues her battle with cancer 

 Family and friends of Ralph W. Anderson, Jr., who passed away on May 31st. 

 
If you have a prayer concern you would like added to the Sunday worship service 
and/or the announcements, please email Pastor Shandi. 
 

 
 

Update on Church Council’s Discernment Plans for Re-opening 
 

Our The Church Council met on Monday, June 1, and continued their discernment 

about re-opening. The Council is continuing its decision to suspend all in-person 

gatherings until further notice. The Council also decided to form a Re-entry Team as 

recommended by the Conference. The Re-entry Team will meet regularly to explore 

what it will take for Wesley to open things up and to prepare for such re-entry. The 

Team formed will include:  

The Pastor 

Anthony Phillips, Council Chair 

Brent Drajesk, Trustees Rep. 

Peter Hansen, Finance & SPRC Rep. 

Mercy Peacock, Mission & Hospitality rep. 

Tim Carty, Church Business Administrator 

Tim Murphy, Building Superintendent 

mailto:pastorshandim@wesleyworc.org
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This team will walk through the guidelines suggested by federal, state, local and 

conference authorities, and will seek to develop contextual guidelines for Wesley. That 

is, the team will explore not only what it will take for us as a congregation to go back to 

in-person gatherings but also to discern phases related to that re-entry process, 

including how other groups are affected. The team will also liaise and consult with other 

groups and committees to gather input and feedback to facilitate the team’s 

discernment. For instance, decisions related to building use would be made in 

consultation with Trustees, and decisions related to staffing needs would be made in 

consultation with SPRC. The Team has attempted to include representatives from key 

constituent groups. The team is to meet in between Church Council meetings and 

provide monthly updates to the Church Council.  

In the meantime, the Council still recommends remote working for staff as much as 

possible. Some onsite work is being allowed for limited operations, such as the running 

of Carty Cupboard, and the related cleaning of spaces used by Carty. Other 

maintenance and capital projects necessary to sustain current levels of limited 

operations are also allowed. The Re-entry team will determine any other exceptions to 

be included in the phased approach for re-entry.  

Of-course, the financial situation of the church will be a determinate variable. When the 

PPP grant period concludes and the financial situation does not show improvement, 

there may be other decisions that need to be made for responsible stewardship. Much 

like State officials had to determine essential services during the pandemic, the Church 

Council is the body responsible for determining the essential activities of our church and 

its mission. So, the Council determined that priority will be given first to those things that 

will help Wesley provide essential ministry and services during this pandemic (e.g. 

virtual worship when we cannot gather in-person and Carty Cupboard’s work); second 

priority will be given to those activities to support the first priority and that includes any 

related building maintenance and staff support. 

As the Re-Entry Team determines which operations can be expanded and how to 

expand those operations, accompanying decisions would need to be made about 

whether and how such an expansion can be supported and sustained. So this will be a 

multifaceted approach. We are grateful for those who have agreed to serve on the Re-

Entry Team. Let us keep them and one-another- in our prayers.  

Pastor Shandi 
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Wesley Church’s Pastoral Transition Team 
 

As you know, Wesley United Methodist Church is preparing to welcome a new pastor 

on July 1. Wesley’s Pastoral Transition Team is hard at work making preparations—

made that much more complicated by the Covid-19 pandemic. 

The Pastoral Transition team consists of: Tom Ingrassia (chair of the Staff-Parish 

Relations Committee), Debbie O’Driscoll (Lay Leader), Gary Robinson (chair of 

trustees), and Gifty Bentum-Asante (Ghanaian Association). The Team will attend a 

virtual Pastoral Transition Workshop, sponsored by the Central District on Saturday, 

May 30. At that time, we will receive more detailed information about how the transition 

is to be handled. We will share information with the congregation as it becomes 

available. 

In the meantime, if you have any questions about Pastor Shandi’s departure, and 

Pastor Moo’s arrival—and to minimize any additional strain on them—please reach out 

to any member of the Transition Team. We will do our best to address your questions in 

a timely manner. 

Peace & Blessings, 

Tom Ingrassia 

Chair, Staff-Parish Relations Committee 

 

June Herald 
 

The June Herald will be published the week of June 15th. Please have all articles to 

Debi by Wednesday, June 10th. Thank you. 

 

From the Church Office:  

Do you know someone who is not getting  

these Constant Contact emails? 
 

If so, please encourage them to send us their email address. If they believe we have 

their email but are still not receiving our emails, please encourage them to check their 

Spam or Junkmail folder. They can “whitelist” or “mark sender as safe” to ensure that 

they receive these emails in their inbox. 

 

mailto:thomasingrassia@hotmail.com
mailto:debodrscll@aol.com
mailto:robinsonsretro@gmail.com
mailto:gifty.bentum-asante@nationalgrid.com
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Donations for Wesley's Thanksgiving Meals 
 

Chris Flagg and Donna Hirtle have again taken on 

assembling the Thanksgiving Meals for the our 

neighbors project. May is the month to ask that you 

buy desserts on sale, and the Mission Committee 

wants to collect 55 cake mixes and jars of 

frosting. Please donate them in the Thanksgiving 

basket when we meet again. 

 

UMW Mission Recognition Award 
 

 

The UMW has decided to extend the deadline date for collecting nominations for the 

UMW Mission Recognition Award.  Please take a moment to nominate someone within 

the church that you feel deserves this.  The deadline for nominations is June 24th. 

You can send your nomination in one of two ways: 

1. Online through this survey link 

2. Printing this form and mail it to the church 

The nomination form is also available on the website on the Resource page if you wish 

to complete this at a later time. 

As always, we appreciate your nominations! 

Allison Hansen & Barb Ingrassia 

 
 

  Email Scam Alert! 
 

 
This email scam is still active! So please, watch your email... One may come in from 
either Nan Gibbons, Tim Murphy or possibly Pastor Shandi "asking you for help 
descreetly". PLEASE DO NOT respond. 
 
Please pay close attention to the email address anything is coming from. As always, 
please take precaution before responding to an email. 
 
Stay Safe! 
Debi Reynolds 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KB6XPTR
https://files.constantcontact.com/1aa828fc601/0b7610e3-fe12-441e-8c27-c07cc6bc7606.pdf

