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“But, for a Christian, there are, strictly speaking, no chances. A secret Master of the 
Ceremonies has been at work. Christ, who said to the disciples ‘Ye have not chosen me, but 
I have chosen you,’ can truly say to every group of Christian friends ‘You have not chosen 

one another but I have chosen you for one another.’ The Friendship is not a reward for our 
discrimination and good taste in finding one another out. It is the instrument by which God 

reveals to each the beauties of all the others. They are no greater than the beauties of a 
thousand other men; by Friendship God opens our eyes to them.”   

~ C.S. Lewis, The Four Loves 
 





Matthew 11:16-30 

 
Questions for Reflection — 
  What yokes do you wear? To what or whom do you devote yourself? What are the 

relationships and attachments that determine your actions and your priorities? What would 
it mean to be yoked instead to Jesus and the way of Christian discipleship? How would that 
alter any burdens which you currently bear? What are some ways you can rest in God? 

 
  How easily do you see the image of God in people who are different from you? How has the 

diversity of our congregation enriched your life and your spiritual journey? What new 
understandings have emerged for you as you have encountered and been in relationship 
with someone who is different from you in some way (e.g. race, ethnicity, nationality, 
sexual orientation, educational background, socioeconomic status)? How can we as a 
congregation continue to grow in compassion, acceptance, and understanding of one 
another? 

 
  How well does how you live your life manifest the teachings of Jesus? How well does the life 

of our congregation express Jesus’ teachings? What deeply rooted behaviors in our church 
and in the world are challenged by the teachings of Jesus? What do you think Jesus would 
denounce in our church and our world today? About what social justice issues have we 
become complacent? What would it mean for our congregation to practice our faith at the 

margins, in solidarity with those who are oppressed and powerless?  
 
Daily Household Prayer   

O holy God, you created one human family, one church universal. As we celebrate our 
different heritages, we pray that within our homes, our congregation, the whole Church 
universal, and the world, the diversity of all the people will enrich our experience rather than 
narrow our vision, will deepen our understanding rather than lead us to ignore our 
differences, so that we can recognize you present in every one, from every place and 
background. Enable us to work together for peace and harmony and the reign of all that is 
good and holy. Amen. 


