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Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
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At Wesley, we foster a sanctuary culture by creating a safe environment where  

all feel welcomed, loved, accepted, valued, and affirmed for who they are, through  

intentional practices such as empathy, compassion, generosity, hospitality, and inclusion. 
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AN ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

“But, for a Christian, there are, strictly speaking, no chances. A secret Master of the 

Ceremonies has been at work. Christ, who said to the disciples ‘Ye have not chosen me, 

but I have chosen you,’ can truly say to every group of Christian friends ‘You have not 

chosen one another but I have chosen you for one another.’ The Friendship is not a 

reward for our discrimination and good taste in finding one another out. It is the 

instrument by which God reveals to each the beauties of all the others. They are no 

greater than the beauties of a thousand other men; by Friendship God opens our eyes  

to them.”  ~ C.S. Lewis, The Four Loves 

WE GATHER 

Songs of Praise and Adoration  

Unto the Lord Be the Glory, Great things He has done! 

Unto the Lord be the glory. Great things He has done! 

Great things He has done. Greater things He will do! 

Unto the Lord be the glory. Great things He has done! 

We Will Celebrate Our God, We will celebrate our God! 

Let his banner be raised, let his glory be seen. We will celebrate our God! 

Let his banner be raised, let his glory be seen. We will celebrate our God! 

Greeting and Welcome 

Opening Hymn  Creating God, Your Fingers Trace Tune: KEDRON 

Creating God, your fingers trace the bold designs of farthest space;  

Let sun and moon and stars and light and what lies hidden praise your might. 

Sustaining God, your hands uphold earth’s mysteries known or yet untold;  

Let water’s fragile blend with air, enabling life, proclaim your care. 

Redeeming God, your arms embrace all now despised for creed or race;  

Let peace, descending like a dove, make known on earth your healing love. 

Indwelling God, your gospel claims one family with a billion names;  

Let every life be touched by grace until we praise you face to face. 
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Call to Worship  

One:  O gracious God, we pray for your holy Church universal,  

Many:  That you would be pleased to fill it with all truth, in all peace. 

One:  Where it is corrupt, purify it; where it is in error, direct it; 

Many:  Where in anything it is amiss, reform it; 

One:  Where it is right, establish it; where it is in want, provide for it, where it is divided, 

reunite it; 

Many:  For the sake of him who died and rose again, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 

Amen. 

Opening Prayer 

O holy God, you created one human family, one church universal. As we celebrate our 

different heritages, we pray that within our homes, our congregation, the whole Church 

universal, and the world, the diversity of all the people will enrich our experience rather 

than narrow our vision, will deepen our understanding rather than lead us to ignore our 

differences, so that we can recognize you present in every one, from every place and 

background. Enable us to work together for peace and harmony and the reign of all that is 

good and holy. Amen. 

WE PROCLAIM 

Scripture Reading  Matthew 11:16-30 

Sermon “Seeing One Another” Rev. Dr. Becky Copeland 

WE RESPOND 

Prayers of the People 

The Lord’s Prayer     

[You are welcome to pray the Lord’s Prayer in the language of your choosing] 

Offertory Dear Lord, and Father of Mankind  Martin Hotton 

Doxology   Tune: LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!  

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Amen!  
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Welcoming Our New Pastor 

An Order for the Celebration of an Appointment 

Leader: Dear friends, today we welcome Moo, who has been appointed to serve 

as our pastor. We believe that he is well-qualified and has been 

prayerfully appointed by Bishop Devadhar. 

Moo, you have been sent to live among us as a bearer of the Word of 

God; a minister of the Sacraments; and a sustainer of the love, order, and 

discipleship of the people of God. 

Pastor:  Today I reaffirm this commitment in the presence of this congregation. 

Leader: Brothers and sisters in Christ, as a people committed to participate in the 

ministries of the Church by your prayers, your presence, your gifts, and 

your service, will you who celebrate this new beginning support and 

uphold Moo in these ministries? 

Congregation: We reaffirm our commitment to support you with our prayers, 

presence, gifts, and service. 

Leader:  How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger 

Congregation: who announces peace, who brings good news, who announces 

salvation. 

Leader:  Let us pray. 

Eternal God, strengthen and sustain us in our ministries together, with 

Moo as our pastor. Give him and us patience, courage, and wisdom so to 

care for one another and challenge one another that together we may 

follow Jesus Christ, living together in love, and offering our gifts and 

talents in your service; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

WE GO TO LOVE AND SERVE 

Announcements 

Closing Hymn The Summons Tune: KELVINGROVE 

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 
Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known, 
Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 

Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 
Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare, should your life attract or scare? 
Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me? 
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 Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 
Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 
Will you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen? 
And admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 
 
Will you love the “you” you hide if I but call your name? 
Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 
Will you use the faith you’ve found, to reshape the world around, 
Through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me? 
 
Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 
In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 

Benediction 

Congregational Response Blest Be the Tie that Binds Tune: DENNIS 

Blest be the tie that binds  
Our hearts in Christian love;  
The fellowship of kindred minds  
Is like to that above. 

Postlude Shalom 
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WESLEY STAFF & LEADERSHIP TEAM 

Pastor  Rev. Byungmoo Lee 

Deacon Rebecca Copeland 

Interim Organist & Choir Director William Ness 

Ghanaian Choirmaster Desmond Cheatham 

Dir. of Children, Youth & Family Ministry Nan Gibbons 

Layleader & Music Assistant Deborah O’Driscoll 

Youth Directors Anthony & Adrienne Phillips 

Church Business Administrator Tim Carty 

Church Secretary Debi Reynolds 

Church Financial Secretary Lorna Mattus-Merrill 

Building Superintendent  Tim Murphy 

Hospitality Co-Chairs Vivian Assie & Judy Hoffman 

Head Usher David Dagle 

Church Security  Phil Johnson 

 

WORSHIP NOTES 

Scripture Reader: Cynthia Fletcher 

Select music from past recordings of Wesley UMC Worship 

OneLicense Reprint + Livestream and Podcast/Recording License A-726657 

Call to Worship –The Book of Common Prayer, 20
th

 Cent., Alt., found in UMC Book of Worship #501 

Opening Prayer– Adapted from “Prayer for Unity in Diversity” 
https://www.marfam.org.za/prayer-for-unity-in-diversity/ 

 

https://www.marfam.org.za/prayer-for-unity-in-diversity/

