
07-19-20 FOR THE JOURNEY THIS WEEK 

“Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who 
rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not be 
haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are.  Do not repay 
anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all.  If it is possible, 
so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.  Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but 
leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, ‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says 
the Lord.’  No, ‘if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them 
something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.’  Do not 
be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”   –Romans 12:14-21 
 



 
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

 

Questions for Reflection — 
  What does it look like for you to live peaceably and in harmony with others? With whom have 

you been struggling to get along recently? What would change if you were to bless them and 
pray for them, and try to identify with them? How can you cultivate attitudes of 
understanding, compassion, empathy and sympathy towards others? How can we as a 
congregation convey God’s grace to our world? 

 
 
  How/where do you see seeds of peace, mercy, and justice being sown? What role can you 

play in sowing such seeds? How can we as a congregation nurture such seeds into full growth 
within one another and in our communities? What can we do to counteract seeds of hatred, 
injustice, corruption, and oppression that are being sown in the midst of our society? What 
would it look like for you individually and for our congregation collectively to overcome evil 
with good?  

 
 
  How have you experienced the splendor of creation this summer? Where have you seen and 

appreciated the beauty of human life? What would help you to notice and savor more fully 
the splendor of creation and the beauty of human life? What evidence have you seen of the 
holiness of the world around you? What spiritual practices might increase your awareness of 

God’s surrounding presence in your daily life?  
 
 
Daily Household Prayer   

Eternal God, open our eyes to see your hand at work in the splendor of creation and in the 
beauty of human life.  Touched by your hand, our world is holy.  Help us to cherish the gifts 
that surround us, to share our blessings with our sisters and brothers, and to experience the 
joy of life in your presence, through Jesus Christ.  Amen.   


