
08-16-20 FOR THE JOURNEY THIS WEEK 
Those who do not understand transcendence cannot understand us. 

When we speak of injustice here below and denounce it, they think we are playing politics. 
It is in the name of God’s just reign that we denounce the injustices of the earth. 

                                                                                                          - Archbishop Oscar Romero 




Matthew 15:21-28 

 
Questions for Reflection — 
  Is it easy or difficult for you to interact with those who are different from you? What makes it 

so? Has an encounter or interaction with someone different from you (e.g. in terms of 
ethnicity, nationality, socioeconomic status, gender identity/sexual orientation) ever 
changed your perspective/viewpoint on a matter of faith and/or helped you to grow 
spiritually? If yes, in what ways? If no, what might be the cultural assumptions that got in the 
way? How can we as a congregation extend more hospitality to people who are socially 
marginalized? 

 
 
 
 What interferes with your ability to see the needs of others? What prevents your hearing 

their cries? How can you open yourself to being more compassionate? Where in your life do 
you see places in which love, hope, and faith are needed? How can you respond to that 
need? To what works of justice and peace do you think God is calling our congregation?  

 
 
 
  Where in our society and our world do you see the intersection of religious and political issues? 

What social justice issues are of greatest concern to you? What can you personally do to 
promote the values of God’s just reign in relation to those issues? What do you see as the 
role of faith in addressing the injustices of our society? In what actions do you think our 
congregation could engage in order to address specific issues of injustice and oppression? 

 
 
 
Daily Household Prayer   

O God, open my eyes that I may see the needs of others; open my ears that I may hear their 
cries; open my heart so that they need not be without succor; let me not be afraid to defend 
the weak because of the anger of the strong; nor afraid to defend the poor because of the 
anger of the rich.  Show me where love and hope and faith are needed, and use me to bring 
them to those places.  And so open my eyes and my ears through this service that I may be 
able this coming day to do some work of justice and peace for you.  Amen. 

 


