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Wesley United Methodist Church 

Worcester, MA 

 

Weekly Announcements 
August 23-29, 2020 

 

A daily prayer during this COVID-19 crisis 
 

During these difficult days, the Preachers' Aid Society of New England is sharing a daily 

prayer based on the Revised Common Lectionary for the week. You are welcome to 

use these in worship or in your own devotions. 

Today’s Prayer 

August 29, 2020 

Based on Matthew 16: 21-23 

Almighty and ever living God, we find ourselves faced with so many stumbling blocks in 

this time of pandemic. We try our best to stay safe and to keep those we love safe. We 

are bombarded with information and changing expectations. We no longer know what is 

normal and yet we crave to find a sense of normalcy. We understand Peter’s outburst at 

Jesus as he described the suffering he would face. We feel that we have reached our 

limit and we long for your assurance. 

Loving God, focus us again on your divine love for us and for your creation. Help us to 

see how we can be those who remove stumbling blocks not just for ourselves, but for all 

the world. Give us the courage to face our daily reality and discover new remedies for 

the fears that would consume us. May we discover the gifts of social distancing that can 

inform our lives and behaviors beyond this pandemic.  May we never again take our 

ability to be together for granted. Unite us again in our efforts to live as your disciples 

bringing love to a hurting world. Amen. 

Written by Rev. Dr. Wesley Palmer, Executive Director of the Preachers’ Aid 

Society. 
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Announcements for August 23-29, 2020 
 

Let Us Keep In Our Prayer... 

 Robin Dowling who had surgery on Thursday and will have several weeks of 
rehabilitation to follow. 

 Jim Ross, Chris Flaggs brother, as he prepares for back surgery, from an injury he 
suffered months ago, on Tuesday in KY. 

 The worship team as they look for help. 

 Teachers and students/children. 

 Paul Keister as he continues to heals after his fall and from surgery. He is 
recovering at Fairlawn Rehab. 

 Grace Woode recovering from Knee surgery. 

 Terry, Judy Hoffman’s sister-in-law, who has had worsening struggles with 
metastatic breast cancer at home. 

 Wesley’s leadership as they discern ways to keep our church community safe 
amidst the coronavirus pandemic. 

 Those working on the frontlines of this pandemic: healthcare workers and other 
essential workers. 

 Those who are unemployed, the homeless, and others in vulnerable situations, 
including people living in situations of domestic violence 

If you have a prayer concern you would like added to the Sunday worship service 

and/or the announcements, please send an email to the office.  Please note that we now 

have an email specifically for prayers: prayers@wesleyworc.org. Rev. Lee and Debi will both 

receive these emails. 

 
 

Announcements & September Herald 
 

Weekly Announcements will be sent out as there are items to be shared. Per Moo's 
request, the Announcements will be emailed by Thursday night when possible. If you 
have an announcement or information you would like shared with the congregation, 
please email me your document/ announcement by 10 am Wednesday mornings.  

The September Herald will be mailed the week of September 16th. Please have all 
articles to Debi by Wednesday, September 9th. Thank you! 

If at any time you have an article you feel is important and needs to be shared 
immediately, please let me know you have one coming, and please give me a 24 hour 
window to get this out. I still have my foster daughter and will have her for the 
foreseeable future. 

I hope and pray you are all doing well.  Debi Reynolds 
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Upper Room Bi-Monthly Devotional 
 

The September-October edition of the Upper Room is now available. If you would like 

one, please email or call Debi and she will send one to you. 

 
 

Join Us for Worship 
 

Join us in Worship on Sunday Mornings! Using a tablet, smart phone or computer, go to our 

website at http://www.wesleyworc.org/. Click on the big red button that says “Click Here to Join 

Worship Live On Zoom” and it will take you there. 

If you do not have a tablet, smart phone or computer, please contact the office as soon as 

possible so we can find another way for you to join us in worship.  

Nan AK Gibbons 

 

 

Be Love In Action 
Volunteer to Serve in Worship 

 

Worship Volunteers are Urgently Needed! 

Are you enjoying our virtual worship? The worship team puts in many hours each week 

to create a meaningful and rich experience – and we need your help. At least 10-14 

people usually serve in live worship, in addition to the choirs! Virtual worship requires 

the same numbers and we have been working with half that many. There are tasks you 

can help with in preparation, and also in worship itself that would free up the team to 

provide worship without continuing to overextend themselves. Help might also enable 

us to add a few more highly requested elements such as captioning and occasional 

anthems to our services. 

We are not asking anyone to volunteer every week (though we wouldn’t say no if you 

feel God calling you to do that). We will happily train you to do these tasks! We need 

rosters and schedules of people to fill the following roles: 

Multiple Virtual Ushers each week to let people 'in', spotlight speakers, monitor and 

answer simple chat questions, take attendance and scan the room for people who need 

help. No one person can do these jobs alone, we need several ushers each week. 

Screen Sharers on Zoom – we share 5-12 prepared videos, recordings and images 

each week. 

mailto:office@wesleyworc.org
http://www.wesleyworc.org/
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Google Slide/Power Point Makers presentations each week with provided information. 

We use these for the call to worship and opening prayer, and for the prayer image and 

Lord’s prayer. We also prepare slides for hymn texts and more in case our videos fail for 

any reason. These things are extracted from our bulletins – this is essentially a cut and 

paste task. 

Scripture Readers – we send you a script and a tip sheet to follow. 

Captioning Managers – We are investigating captioning to make our service more 

accessible. Every captioning service we have explored so far requires someone to 

monitor and regulate it live on Sunday mornings. If we found enough fast typists this 

might also be a possibility for us. 

Video Makers - this is the one area where more training or experience is needed, but if 

anyone has experience or is interested in learning, we will gladly teach these skills to 

you if you feel called to this ministry. 

Everyone who is involved in worship on Sunday mornings meets at 9:30 AM in the 

Zoom worship space for sound and equipment checks; a review of roles and plans for 

that day; and to pray for the service. Live worship usually has 10-14 people involved. 

Virtual worship requires the same numbers and we have been working with half that 

number. 

Is God calling you to help us? Please email nan@wesleyworc.org as soon as possible 

for more information. 

 
 

Adult Sunday School 
 

Adult Sunday School is starting on September 13th, 2020. We will begin a new study 

entitled 'You'll Get Through This: Hope and Help for Your Turbulent Times' by Max 

Lucado. His message is whatever mess you're facing God will use it for good. He writes: 

'Life pulls us down. The cares of the world snatch at our dreams. Before we know it our 

lives are reduced to making money, making a name or just making it through the day. 

But God hasn't forgotten (you). He has never stopped dreaming about your destiny.' 

Inspired by the story of Joseph in the Bible, Lucado gives us a new series that is a 

reminder that you can always trust God to trump evil. How important is it for us, during 

this pandemic, to remember that no matter what we are facing, with God's help we'll get 

through it. 

Join us on September 13th at 9:00 a.m. for this important series. This will be on video 

until further notice. If you are interested, please contact Bill Wong or James Hoffman. 

 

mailto:bill922@gmail.com
mailto:jhoffman24661@yahoo.com
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A Special Kind of Harvest 
 

September 27, 2020 – Annual Harvest 2020 

The Covid-19 Pandemic this year has definitely changed everything and also in the 

diverse ways we worship our Lord. Since the Church premises are still closed, Harvest 

this year will take a different approach. September 27th is the date for our Annual 

Harvest. This year, we were not able to have our various mini-harvests that we usually 

have. So, we are asking that you please give cheerfully and graciously. Even though we 

cannot be together in worship just yet, the Church Ministry still continues. We will be 

mailing out envelopes to all the Congregants of the Church. Harvest is a time where we 

all show our appreciation to God for all that he has done for each and every one of us. 

The Lord indeed, loves a cheerful giver and he will bless us for all that we do. We 

should not be dismayed since our Lord is still with us through thick and thin.  

We are also asking for Supporters of the Harvest. Please reach out to Gifty Bentum-

Asante at (508) 864-9517 (cell) or send an email to her at gifty.bentum-

asante@nationalgrid.com so that she can add your name to the Supporters.  We need 

20 supporters or more for our Annual Harvest. Please send your name and contact 

information as soon as possible to her. Thank you. 

Harvest Committee Team 

 
 

 

Prevent Homelessness While Grocery Shopping 
 

Grocery Cards on Sale Saturday, September 12 in State St. Parking Lot 

Here's a chance to do two great things at once: Buy a gift card for your usual grocery 

store from Wesley, shop for Thanksgiving basket items and prevent homelessness! 

Please email your order by Friday night, September 11th to Allison Hansen at 

AChis4788@aol.com. She will have it ready for you Saturday, September 12 in the 

State Street parking lot from 10 to 11:30 a.m.  Have your check payable to Hope for 

Housing or cash payment ready for minimum contact.  So when you come by to drop  

off your Thanksgiving basket foods, pick up your gift cards as well!  As much as 10%  

of your card's face value goes into a fund used to help families remain at home with  

the lights on. 

We have cards in $10, $25, $50 and $100 denominations from Stop & Shop and 

Shaw's, Big Y ($25, $50 and $100), Dunkin Donuts and Panera ($10 and $25), and 

CVS ($10, $20, $50). Email your orders now!   

Many thanks! Allison Hanson 

 

mailto:gifty.bentum-asante@nationalgrid.com
mailto:gifty.bentum-asante@nationalgrid.com
mailto:AChis4788@aol.com
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WE ARE ALMOST THERE! 
 

Look at what YOU ALL have done!!! We are Almost There!!! We can't thank you enough 

for all your support! 

Please consider adding these items to your shopping carts for the next couple of weeks: 

stuffing mix, cranberry sauce, pickles or olives, packets of gravy mix, pie crust and 

filling, brownie mix, cake mix and 

frosting, and quick bread mix. 

Please feel free to call or text me 

with any questions 

Our next collection date is 

Saturday, September 12th from 10 

to 11:30 am. Please pull up to the 

kitchen door and we will unload 

your donation. 

Peace to all,  

Chris Flagg  

(508-414-1696)  

 

 
 

UMW Starts New Year with September 12th
 

 

 
Steering Committee at 3 p.m. 

Save the Date! The next Steering Committee for United Methodist Women will be on 

Saturday, September 12th at 3 p.m. in a Zoom meeting, with details to follow. Because 

the Thanksgiving food gathering and Hope for Housing card sales will be going on that 

morning, we have moved the meeting time to 3 p.m. that afternoon. All officers and 

circle chairs (or representatives) are requested to attend.  If you have agenda items to 

discuss, please let Allison know by Friday, September 11th. Thank you! 

Allison Hansen and Barb Ingrassia 

UMW Co-Presidents 
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Scam Emails Continue 
 

Scam emails continue to be received ‘from Pastor Shandi’ as "Shandirai 
Mawokomatanda". PLEASE pay special attention to where your emails are addressed 
from. 
 
Here's a couple of examples of the scams...  
 

From: Shandirai Mawokomatanda <churchonline32;56@gmail...> 
Message: asking for gift cards 
 
From: Shandirai Mawokomatanda <churchonline0007@gmail...> 
Message: Do you have a moment I have a request I need you to handle discreetly.  
I am currently busy in a prayer session, no calls so just reply my email. 

 
So again, please DO NOT respond to any emails from Shandi as he would not send 
these types of email out. As always, please use care when you open and respond to 
emails. 
 
Take care and God Bless you all. 

Debi Reynolds 

 


