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Wesley United Methodist Church 

Worcester, MA 

 

Weekly Announcements 
September 20-26, 2020 

 

A daily prayer during this COVID-19 crisis 
 

During these difficult days, members of the Green Mountain District of the New England 

Conference are sharing a daily prayer based on the Revised Common Lectionary for 

the week. 

Today’s Prayer 

September 25, 2020 

 

2 Therefore, if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort in love, any sharing in 
the Spirit, any sympathy, 2complete my joy by thinking the same way, having the same 
love, being united, and agreeing with each other. 3Don’t do anything for selfish 
purposes, but with humility think of others as better than yourselves. 4Instead of each 
person watching out for their own good, watch out for what is better for others. 5Adopt 
the attitude that was in Christ Jesus: 
6  Though he was in the form of God, 
    he did not consider being equal with God 
    something to exploit. 
7    But he emptied himself 
    by taking the form of a slave 
    and by becoming like human beings. 
    When he found himself in the form of a human, 
8    he humbled himself 
    by becoming obedient to the point of death, 
    even death on a cross. 
9    Therefore, God highly honored him 
    and gave him a name 
    above all names, 
10   so that at the name of Jesus everyone 
    in heaven, on earth, and under the earth might bow 
11   and every tongue confess 
    that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
    to the glory of God the Father. 
12 Therefore, my loved ones, just as you always obey me, not just when I am present 
but now even more while I am away, carry out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling. 13God is the one who enables you both to want and to actually live out his 
good purposes. (Philippians 2:1-12 Common English Bible) 
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Christ Lord our Savior, we have learned that through you all is possible. 
 
It is true that our very salvation is to live in eternal peace in your heavenly Kingdom. 
You have given us so much; possibly the greatest is free will. Like all other servants, we 
are fallible. We are often quick for vengeance. Lord, we ask that you continue to bless 
us, for without your grace, we are certain to fail. 
 
We look to our world and see so much that we cannot control. The entire globe is 
covered by an invisible invader that sickens us. Here in our own country, we face a 
second pandemic, the unfair treatment of our very own brothers and sisters. 
 
Lord, there are those among us who have forgotten that you alone are our salvation. 
They have lost their way, taking a wrong turn off the path of righteousness. 
 
Give us the strength to turn our cheek when assaulted. Give us the strength to 
overcome feelings of hopelessness and depression. Give us the strength to find our 
way back to you. 
 
As the weeks and months greet us, let us look forward to Advent. Let our joyous 
preparation of your return remind us of the ancient mystery. Let us prepare the world for 
your return. Let us be true disciples of your lessons in love, compassion, peace and 
understanding. Let us be guides for others who need to find their way back. 
 
Through you and only you, can we have the strength to heal both our bodies and minds. 
 
In Christ Jesus our Lord and Savior, we shall bow and pray. Amen. 
 
Earl Dionne, Executive Director, Rachel's Kitchen, Inc; Rachel Harlow United Methodist 
Church, Windsor, VT; Green Mountain District 
 
 
 

 

Announcements for September 20-26, 2020 
 

Let Us Keep In Our Prayer... 

 Bob D'Acri, Linda & Lou D'Acri's son, who was hospitalized again with acute 
pancreatitis. Pray for pain relief and a new treatment plan. 

 Chris Flagg's third COVID test was positive and she has symptoms. Earl so far is 
negative but only time will tell if he escapes. 

 Sharon Legasey, Chris Flagg's sister, in Saint Vincent Hospital with COVID and 
now in ICU with cardiac complications. 

 Jacob, Sharon Legasey's grandson, who tested positive with COVID. 
 Joseph Boateng for a speedy recovery. 
 Shirley Pisarski recovering from shoulder surgery. 
 Our prayers are answered and baby Libby has returned home and reunited with 

baby brother Will. Thanks be to God! (Jim and Judy Hoffman) 
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 Cynthia Catellier, friend of Tom & Barb Ingrassia, diagnosed with inoperable 
cancer in several major organs, and given less than a year to live. Please pray 
for strength, courage, hope and healing. 

 David as he goes through a long journey of recovery. 
 Paul Keister now at the Lutheran Home. 
 Grace Woode as she continues to recover from Knee surgery. 
 The worship team as they look for help. 
 Teachers and students/children. 
 Wesley’s leadership as they discern ways to keep our church community safe 

amidst the coronavirus pandemic. 
 Those working on the frontlines of this pandemic: healthcare workers and other 

essential workers. 
 Those who are unemployed, the homeless, and others in vulnerable situations, 

including people living in situations of domestic violence 

If you have a prayer concern you would like it added to the Sunday worship service or the 

announcements, please email prayers@wesleyworc.org. Rev. Lee and Debi will both receive 

these emails. 

 
 

Tower & Rose Window Lighting 
 

The Rose Window lighting for September is given in loving memory of Ralph W. Ellis by 
his family. 

The Tower lighting for September is given in loving memory of Rev. Blaine Taylor by 
Lois Taylor. 

Although we may not be in church to appreciate our beautiful stained-glass 

windows, we are still able to appreciate and dedicate the lighting’s in memory  

of loved ones.  

 
 

Upper Room Bi-Monthly Devotional 
 

The September-October edition of the Upper Room is now available. If you would like 

one, please email or call Debi and she will send one to you. 

 
 

Reminder… Harvest Sunday ~ September 27, 2020 
 

This is a gentle reminder that this Sunday, September 27th is our Annual Harvest during 

worship. We hope you can all join us via zoom to celebrate this joyous occasion. Thank 

you. 

 Harvest Committee Team 
 

mailto:office@wesleyworc.org
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Announcements & October Herald 
 

Weekly Announcements will be sent out as there are items to be shared. Per Moo's 

request, the Announcements will be emailed by Thursday night when possible. If you 

have an announcement or information you would like shared with the congregation, 

please email me your document/ announcement by 10 am Wednesday mornings.  

The October Herald will be mailed the week of October 14th. All articles should be in 

to Debi by Friday, October 9th. Thank you! 

If at any time you have an article you feel is important and needs to be shared 

immediately, please let me know you have one coming, and please give me a 24 hour 

window to get this out. I still have my foster daughter and will have her for the 

foreseeable future. 

I hope and pray you are all doing well.  Debi Reynolds 

 
 

Be Love In Action 
Volunteer to Serve in Worship 

 

Worship Volunteers are Urgently Needed! 

Are you enjoying our virtual worship? The worship team puts in many hours each week 

to create a meaningful and rich experience – and we need your help. At least 10-14 

people usually serve in live worship, in addition to the choirs! Virtual worship requires 

the same numbers and we have been working with half that many. There are tasks you 

can help with in preparation, and also in worship itself that would free up the team to 

provide worship without continuing to overextend themselves. Help might also enable 

us to add a few more highly requested elements such as captioning and occasional 

anthems to our services. 

We are not asking anyone to volunteer every week (though we wouldn’t say no if you 

feel God calling you to do that). We will happily train you to do these tasks! We need 

rosters and schedules of people to fill the following roles: 

Multiple Virtual Ushers each week to let people 'in', spotlight speakers, monitor and 

answer simple chat questions, take attendance and scan the room for people who need 

help. No one person can do these jobs alone, we need several ushers each week. 

Screen Sharers on Zoom – we share 5-12 prepared videos, recordings and images 

each week. 

 

mailto:office@wesleyworc.org
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Google Slide/Power Point Makers presentations each week with provided information. 

We use these for the call to worship and opening prayer, and for the prayer image and 

Lord’s prayer. We also prepare slides for hymn texts and more in case our videos fail for 

any reason. These things are extracted from our bulletins – this is essentially a cut and 

paste task. 

Scripture Readers – we send you a script and a tip sheet to follow. 

Captioning Managers – We are investigating captioning to make our service more 

accessible. Every captioning service we have explored so far requires someone to 

monitor and regulate it live on Sunday mornings. If we found enough fast typists this 

might also be a possibility for us. 

Video Makers - this is the one area where more training or experience is needed, but if 

anyone has experience or is interested in learning, we will gladly teach these skills to 

you if you feel called to this ministry. 

Everyone who is involved in worship on Sunday mornings meets at 9:30 AM in the 

Zoom worship space for sound and equipment checks; a review of roles and plans for 

that day; and to pray for the service. Live worship usually has 10-14 people involved. 

Virtual worship requires the same numbers and we have been working with half that 

number. 

Is God calling you to help us? Please email nan@wesleyworc.org as soon as possible 

for more information. 

 
 

Drive Up Communion 
for World Communion Sunday, October 4

th
 

 

We will be having communion elements available for pick up for our celebration of 
World Communion Sunday. Pastor Lee will bless the elements during online worship on 
Sunday, October 4th. 
 
There are two options for pick-up: 
 
Option 1 – On Saturday, October 3rd from 10:30 am to 12:00 pm, you may come to 
Wesley Church to pick up your elements, which you will then have at home for use 
during the World Communion Sunday online worship service. You will consume them 
either during the live zoom service or when you watch the recorded service. 
 
Option 2 – You may come to Wesley Church on Sunday, October 4th, after worship 
from 12-2 pm to pick up your elements and receive right then, or take the elements 
home and receive at your convenience. 
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Once again, distribution will be in the back of the church. Please enter the parking lot 
via State Street and exit by driving down Gertrude Ave. You will drive up and receive 
communion in the form of prepackaged elements from Pastor Lee at the wooden 
footbridge. If you would like additional communion elements for family/friends, please let 
Pastor Lee know when you arrive. We ask that you stay in your car and please wear a 
mask when receiving communion. 
 
**Please remember, if you pick up your communion on Saturday, please wait for the 
online worship service and the blessing of the elements before you actually take 
communion. 

If you are unable to come to church during these times and wish to receive communion 
please contact Pastor Lee 

 

 
 

 

Adult Sunday School 
 

Adult Sunday School is starting on September 13, 2020. We will begin a new study 

entitled 'You'll Get Through This: Hope and Help for Your Turbulent Times' by Max 

Lucado. His message is whatever mess you're facing God will use it for good. He writes: 

'Life pulls us down. The cares of the world snatch at our dreams. Before we know it our 

lives are reduced to making money, making a name or just making it through the day. 

But God hasn't forgotten (you). He has never stopped dreaming about your destiny.’ 

Inspired by the story of Joseph in the Bible, Lucado gives us a new series that is a 

reminder that you can always trust God to trump evil. How important is it for us, during 

this pandemic, to remember that no matter what we are facing, with God's help we'll get 

through it. 

Join us on September 13th at 9:00 a.m. for this important series. This will be on video 

until further notice. If you are interested, please contact Bill Wong or James Hoffman. 

 
 

 

Adult Study Group 
 

Beginning in October the Adult Study Group will be meeting on the first and third 

Tuesday evening. Meetings will be from 6:30-8:00 pm on Zoom. We will start with a new 

book by Adam Hamilton entitled ‘Incarnation’. He writes: 

Jesus was called many things: Lord, Messiah, Savior, Emmanuel, Light of the World 

and Word Made Flesh. You may have studied what each of these name mean, but what 

do they tell us about the child whose birth we celebrate? How might the meaning behind 

these names affect the difference he makes in our lives this Christmas? 

mailto:bill922@gmail.com
mailto:jhoffman24661@yahoo.com
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Best-selling author Hamilton examines the names of Christ, giving historical and 

personal significance of His birth in this four part study. We will follow it through October 

and November reading and watching a video. Please order the book from Amazon or 

Cokesbury and let us know if you plan to join us by sending me an email. 

Jim Hoffman 

 
 

Shut-In List & Directory 
 

The Shut-In List has been updated and you can see a copy of it by clicking on the link 

or in the Wesley Church Directory online as a group. 

How can I access the directory? 

You can access this directory if I have your email and it is included in the directory. You 

will be able to make an account for easy access. You can access it on your computer or 

on your smartphone. 

On the computer - go to InstantChurchDirectory.com and create an account. If you 

have already created an account and don't remember your password, you may reset it 

on this page as well. 

On your Smartphone - open the App store and search for Instant Church Directory (it's 

a yellow icon with a white church inside). Download the app, then proceed by logging in 

or creating an account first. 

Please note: You need to be in the directory in order to make an account. If you cannot 

create an account, please email me and I will help you. 

When you are in the directory, you are also able to update basic information. So if you 

have recently moved, changed phone numbers or emails and have not notified the 

church, please make your changes and submit them. Again, if you changed your email 

address and have not told me, you will not be able to create a login. Please email me 

with your new email and I will change it in the directory. 

If you do not have the ability to view this online and would like a printed copy, please let 

me know. 

If at any time you know of a parishioner that is not able to get out, please let me know 

so I can update the necessary people for visits. 

Many thanks for your continued help! 

Debi Reynolds 

 
 

mailto:jhoffman24661@yahoo.com
https://files.constantcontact.com/1aa828fc601/853bb5d7-c98f-4a3e-adb0-4429288776a9.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/1aa828fc601/853bb5d7-c98f-4a3e-adb0-4429288776a9.pdf
https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/
mailto:office@wesleyworc.org
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GIVING THANKS TO ALL OF YOU!!! 
 

First of all We’d like to say an enormous Thank You to everyone, your prayers and your 

donations have already taken us further than we could have ever thought possible last 

March when Covid 19 tried to shut our church down, Wesley Church is still very much 

alive! and you are all proof of that. Thanks be to God! 

Stage 1 - Gathering - COMPLETE! 

Stage 2 - Place orders for fresh produce and turkeys. If you haven’t had a chance to 

bring a donation to the drive through collection but would still like to help, you can make 

a monetary donation to help cover some of the costs associated with this part 

Stage 3 - Set up and fill boxes with non-perishable items 

Stage 4 - Pick up from Worcester County Food Bank and Market Basket in the morning 

on November 19 or 20 - we are going to need 2 people with trucks AND some muscles 

to help with this part. 

Stage 5 - Add fresh produce to boxes on November 20 - We still need 2 additional 

volunteers for this part 

Stage 6 - Drive through pick up on Saturday, November 21 from 9:30-11:30 am - We 

are going to need several volunteers for this part. Minimum of 7 for outside tasks (we 

will have alternates so you can come in for breaks to warm up) and 5 for inside relay of 

boxes, and 1 volunteer to break up lots of boxes. 

If you are able to help with any of the areas listed above please contact Chris Flagg at 

508-414-1696 or email erf115@msn.com to let Chris know which area/days you are 

able to help. 

Peace be with you, 

Chris Flagg and Donna Hirtle 

*All volunteers will be wearing masks, sanitizing and following social distance safety 

rules. 

 

mailto:erf115@msn.com
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Do You Need Help to Get Around? 
 

Free Bike 

This is a 21 speed bike in great condition! The frame is on the larger size, so it would be 

great for a teenager or adult. 

If you could use a bike to help you get to school or to work, please reach out by email 

to Jeanne or Debi for more information. The bike is located in Worcester. 

 

 

mailto:jmdhavale@hotmail.com
mailto:office@wesleyworc.org

