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At Wesley, we foster a sanctuary culture by creating a safe environment where  

all feel welcomed, loved, accepted, valued, and affirmed for who they are, through  

intentional practices such as empathy, compassion, generosity, hospitality, and inclusion. 
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AN ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR THE 18TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

“Take away the many fears, suspicions, and doubts by which I prevent you from 
being my Lord, and give me the courage and freedom to appear naked and vulnerable  
in the light of your presence, confident in your unfathomable mercy.”   - Henri Nouwen 

WE GATHER 

Songs of Praise and Adoration 

Unto The Lord Be The Glory, Great things He has done… 

Unto the Lord be the glory. Great things He has done… 

Great things He has done. Greater things He will do.  

Unto the Lord be the glory. Great things He has done... 

I Will Lift Up Your Name higher 

Great Jehovah you are wonderful  

I will lift up your name higher... 

Greeting and Welcome 

Opening Hymn        We Are God’s People  TFWS 2220 
     Tune: SYMPHONY 

We are God's people, the chosen of the Lord, 
born of the Spirit, established by the Word. 
Our cornerstone is Christ alone, 
and strong in Christ we stand; 
O let us live transparently 
and walk heart to heart and hand in hand. 

We are God’s loved ones, the Bride of Christ, our Lord, 
for we have known it, the love of God outpoured. 
Now let us learn how to return 
the gift of love once given; 
O let us share each joy and care 
and live with a zeal that pleases heaven. 

We are the body of which the Lord is Head, 
called to obey Christ, now risen from the dead. 
God wills us be a family 
diverse yet truly one; O let us give our gifts to God, 
and so shall God’s work on earth be done. 

We are a temple, the Spirit’s dwelling place, 
formed in great weakness, a cup to hold God’s grace. 
We die alone, for on its own 
each ember loses fire; yet joined in one the flame burns on 
to give warmth and light and to inspire. 
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Call to Worship  

One:  We praise the God of all nations and peoples.    

Many:  Whose mercy extends to the ends of the earth.   

One:  Who are my sisters and brothers? 

Many:  They who walk in the way of Christ. 

One: Who is my family?   

Many:  They who dwell in God’s house.  

One: We are many members.  

Many: But one body.  

Prayer for World Communion Sunday (unison)  

God, as we gather in this community of faith, we remember that our congregation is 

but one of the many parts of your eternal and universal church.  Though we come 

from different backgrounds, we are all part of the body of Christ.  Make us ever 

mindful and understanding of the suffering of our members, jubilant in their joys,  

and knowledgeable of their condition.  We pray for our continued ministry with our 

sisters and brothers around the world.  May we see ourselves one day as you see us.  

In Christ’s name, we pray.  Amen.     

WE PROCLAIM 

Gospel Reading   Matthew 21:33-46  

Message  Rev. Byungmoo Lee 

WE RESPOND 

Prayers of the People   

The Lord’s Prayer     

[You are welcome to pray the Lord’s Prayer in the language of your choosing] 

Introduction and Invitation to the World Communion Sunday Offering      Rev. Becky Copeland 

Offertory   Blessed are Those who Live in Faith Unswerving Johannes Brahms  

  (1822-1897) 

Doxology   Tune: LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!  

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Amen!  
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WE GO TO LOVE AND SERVE 

Announcements 

Invitation 

Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him,  

 who earnestly repent of their sin  

 and seek to live in peace with one another. 

Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one another.   

Confession and Pardon 

Merciful God, 

we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart.  

We have failed to be an obedient church.  

We have not done your will,  

we have broken you law,  

we have rebelled against your love,  

we have not loved our neighbors,  

and we have not heard the cry of the needy.  

Forgive us, we pray.  

Free us for joyful obedience,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

Hear the good news: 

 Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; 

 that proves God’s love toward us.  

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!  

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

 Glory to God.  Amen.  

Thanksgiving and Communion  

May God be with you.  

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them up to the One who delivers us. 

Let us give thanks to our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

God Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

You created for yourself a world filled with diversity and blessed by your breath of life.  

In mercy, while we still held to the chains of pride, self-righteousness, and historic 

egos you loved us steadfastly and delivered us as babes to reflect the beauty and 

diversity of your grace, to bring us into a community of love, hope, and peace.   

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ.  Your Spirit anointed him to preach 

good news to the poor, to proclaim release to the captives, and recovering of sight to 

the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, and to announce that the time had 

come when you would save your people.  

He healed the sick, fed the hungry, and ate with sinners.  He prayed that we might be 

one as he is one with you, our God, and he asked that we might be known by the love 

we have for one another.  

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, 

broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: “Take, eat; this is my body which is 

given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me."  

When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, 

and said: "Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out 

for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of me."  

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves 

in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering 

for us as we proclaim the mystery of faith.  

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again!  

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine. 

Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ that we, together as a new creation 

and a new community around the globe may be for the world the body of Christ, 

redeemed by his blood.  

By your Spirit help the body of Christ be one.  Help the left hand and the right hand 

work as one in ministry to all the world.  Help the eyes and the ears sense your 

present and coming kingdom.  Bring the blessing of the diversity of the body to bear 

fruit until Christ comes in final victory and we feast at his heavenly banquet.  

Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy church, all honor and 

glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever.  Amen.  
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Closing Hymn   In Christ There Is No East or West UMH 548 
  Tune (Alt): ST PETER                                         

In Christ there is no east or west, 
in him no south or north; 
but one great fellowship of love 
throughout the whole wide earth. 
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere 
their high communion find; 
his service is the golden cord 
close binding humankind. 
 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, 
and neither slave nor free; 
both male and female heirs are made, 
and all are kin to me. 
 
In Christ now meet both east and west, 
in him meet south and north; 
all Christly souls are one in him 
throughout the whole wide earth.                                                          

Benediction 

Congregational Response Sanctuary  

 Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary,  

 pure and holy, tried and true. 

 With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living  

 sanctuary for you.    

Postlude Shalom 
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Deacon Rebecca Copeland 

Interim Organist & Choir Director William Ness 

Ghanaian Choirmaster Desmond Cheatham 

Dir. of Children, Youth & Family Ministry Nan Gibbons 

Layleader & Music Assistant Deborah O’Driscoll 

Youth Directors Anthony & Adrienne Phillips 

Church Business Administrator Tim Carty 

Church Secretary Debi Reynolds 

Church Financial Secretary Lorna Mattus-Merrill 

Building Superintendent  Tim Murphy 
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WORSHIP NOTES 
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