
10-18-20 FOR THE JOURNEY THIS WEEK 
 

“Then he said to them, ‘Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s,  
and to God the things that are God’s.’  When they heard this, they were amazed;  

and they left him and went away.” 
~ Matthew 22: 21b-22, NRSV 

 
“Union with Christ in his coming again creates in the present a restless, forward-looking way of 
life in which trust in God’s promises motivates discipleship for action in such a way that every 

area of the world’s life is seen in terms of Christ’s rule.” 
Andrew Purves 





Matthew 22:15-22 

Questions for Reflection1 — 
  What are your most important values? How do you live out those values?  To what do you 

give the greatest commitment of time? Money? Attention? Worry? Based on these 
commitments, what image is written on your heart? What would it mean for you to give to 
God your hopes, fears, dreams, griefs, disappointments, and regrets? 

 
  What are the parts of your life that belong to the culture versus those that belong to God? 

How do those ‘coins’ reflect the values that you want to hold? What parts of your life (e.g. 
relationships, finances, jobs, churches, or political views) do you hold back from 
surrendering to God (either intentionally or by default)? What does it mean to you to give 
to God the things that belong to God? What would it look like if you gave God all of 
yourself? 

 
  What do you celebrate about the ministry of the laity in our congregation? What challenges 

you personally about the notion that all Christians are called to participate in God’s 
mission? What do you presently see as your role in that mission? In this time when we are 
mostly apart from one another how can we still nurture and care for each other? How can 
we collectively demonstrate God’s love and mercy to our community and the world? How 
can we advocate for justice and help build God’s kin-dom on earth, for all of humanity? 

  
Daily Household Prayer   

Generous and giving God, you have given us all things in Christ, and we owe you a great debt 
for the blessings in our lives. Yet we confess we sometimes withhold from you the honor and 
glory that are yours, and instead pay tribute to empire and put your patience to the test. 
Forgive us, O God, and by your grace restore in us your image; for you made us in your image, 
and we belong to you alone.  Therefore we offer ourselves to you in service, love, and praise; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

                                                      
1 First two sets of questions adapted from the daily reflection written by Beth A. Richardson for October 16, 2020 
in The Upper Room Disciplines 2020 


