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Wesley Re-Opening Updates 
 

The Wesley Reopening Task Force was established in June and charged by the Pastor to develop guidelines 

for reopening Wesley’s operations and ministries. The task force consults with other groups and 

committees to gather input and feedback to facilitate the team’s discernment. 

 

The task force members are Tim Carty, Brent Drajesk, Peter Hansen Pastor Moo Lee, Tim Murphy, Debbie 

O’Driscoll, Mercy Peacock, and Anthony Phillips. 

 

This summer, Wesley resumed limited operations in the church building. The Task Force developed 

Wesley’s COVID-19 Health and Safety Policies and a plan for employees with COVID-19-like symptoms. All 

church members or visitors are required to wear a facemask, maintain physical distancing of 6 feet or 

more, monitor their own health for COVID-19-like symptoms, and provide their contact information. 

 

Before coming to Wesley, you are expected to review the COVID-19 symptoms and take your 

temperature. If you have no symptoms and no fever, you may come to Wesley. If you begin to feel ill at 

Wesley, go home. Anyone with COVID-19-like symptoms or a fever may not visit Wesley. If Wesley learns 

that someone may have been exposed to COVID-19 during a visit to Wesley, we will only share contact 

information with public health officials. Those officials would contact individuals involved to explain the 

risk, answer questions and provide resources. 

 

This fall, essential mission and ministries are returning indoors at Wesley. Carty Cupboard began 

distributing food outdoors this spring and the Task Force approved its procedures to return inside the 

building this month. The Task Force also developed guidelines for weddings that include attendance limits, 

seating arrangements, and procedures for use of the sanctuary. These guidelines follow those of the 

Commonwealth and the New England Conference and were approved by the Church Council. As a result, 

Wesley will host the wedding of a church family in early November. 

 

The Task Force has also developed guidelines for small group meetings in Brewer Hall. These guidelines 

were also approved by the Church Council. Small groups are limited to no more than 12 persons and 

meetings may not last longer than 90 minutes. No more than one small group may use Brewer Hall on a 

specific date. Brewer Hall may not be reserved on a day when the Carty Cupboard food pantry is open. 

Reservations for Brewer Hall must take place at least two weeks in advance. To receive the complete 

guidelines and to make reservations, contact Tim Carty at the Church office. 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
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The organizer of a small group meeting is responsible for informing everyone in attendance about the 

guidelines and procedures for the meeting. The organizer will ensure that everyone attending has 

responded to the following statements and questions: 

1. I confirm that I do not have a fever or COVID-19-like symptoms, have not tested positive within the 

last 14 days, and have not come in close contact with an individual diagnosed with COVID-19 within 

the last 21 days. 

2. Please attest to the following: 

A. I will practice physical distancing by maintaining at least 6 feet distance between myself and 

people outside my immediate household 

B. I understand that only people of the same household may sit together 

C. If I test positive for COVID-19 within 14 days after the meeting, I will inform the Church 

Office 

3. Are you able to wear a facemask while on the premises? (According to state guidelines, facemasks 

are required of all visitors unless they have a medical or disabling condition. For children between 

age 2 and 5, the wearing of a face covering or mask is at the discretion of the child’s parent or 

guardian. Children under the age of 2 should not wear a face covering or mask.) 

4. What is your contact information? (Name and phone number) 

 

The Task Force is also developing guidelines for use of other spaces in the church building to support 

critical missions and ministries on a case by case basis. 

 

Worship services continue remotely, and the Task Force has not yet developed plans to return to the 

sanctuary on Sundays. As the seasons change, much remains uncertain during the ongoing COVID-19 

pandemic. Even when in-person worship does return to the sanctuary, there will likely be requirements for 

wearing masks and physical distancing, restrictions on number attending, seating arrangements, and 

advisories for everyone to consider their own health conditions before attending. 

 

We are very grateful for the work of Wesley’s dedicated staff, the worship planning team, volunteers in 

ministry, and all members of this congregation for their prayers and support. We are committed to a 

continuing process of discernment that will safely enable Wesley to continue all its ministries for the 

transformation of the world. 

 
Peter Hansen 
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Let Us Keep in Our Prayers… 
 

 Ken Hedenburg recovering at home after a fall. Ken's new address is: Evergreens, 68 Briarwood 

Circle, #11, Worcester, MA 01606. 

 Chris Grant now at home recovering from an illness.  Please continue to keep Chris and his family  

in your prayers. 

 Mary Jett Woodring. Please keep her in your prayers at this time. 

 Shirley Patch now in Hospice care. 

 Beth Vietze's parents Barbara & Frank Vietze. 

 Joseph Boateng for a speedy recovery. 

 Shirley Pisarski recovering from shoulder surgery. 

 David Burah as he goes through a long journey of recovery. 

 Paul Keister at the Lutheran Home. 

 Grace Woode as she continues to recover from Knee surgery. 

 Cynthia Catellier, friend of Tom & Barb Ingrassia, diagnosed with inoperable cancer in several major 

organs, and given less than a year to live. Please pray for strength, courage, hope and healing. 

 The worship team as they look for help. 

 Teachers and students/children. 

 Wesley’s leadership as they discern ways to keep our church community safe amidst the 

coronavirus pandemic. 

 Those working on the frontlines of this pandemic: healthcare workers and other essential workers. 

 Those who are unemployed, the homeless, and others in vulnerable situations, including people 

living in situations of domestic violence 

If you have a prayer concern you would like added to the Sunday worship service and/or the 

announcements, please send an email to Prayers@wesleyworc.org. Moo and Debi will both receive 

these emails. 

 
 

Tower & Rose Window Lightings 
 

The Rose Window lighting for October is given in loving memory of Heik P. & Irene B. Garabedian, Robert 

Demers, and my grandson, Jason Sullivan by Shirley and family. 

The Tower lighting for October is given in loving memory of Esther and Stanley Salme and Susan Keith by 
Ruth and Fred Austin and family. 

Although we may not be in church to appreciate our beautiful stained-glass windows, we are still able to 
appreciate and dedicate the lighting's in memory of loved ones. If you received a lighting letter and form 
from Debi, please be sure to return the form to her as soon as you are able. 
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Announcements & November Herald 
 

Weekly Announcements will be sent out as there are items to be shared. If you have an announcement or 
information you would like shared with the congregation, please email me your document/announcement 
by 10 am Wednesday mornings.  
 
The October Herald will be mailed the week of November 18th. All articles should be in to Debi by Friday, 
November 13th. Thank you! 
 
If at any time you have an article you feel is important and needs to be shared immediately, please let me 
know you have one coming, and please give me a 24 hour window to get this out. 
 
I hope and pray you are all doing well. 

Debi Reynolds 

 
 

Be Love In Action 

Volunteer to Serve in Worship 
 

Worship Volunteers are Urgently Needed! 

Are you enjoying our virtual worship? The worship team puts in many hours each week to create a 

meaningful and rich experience – and we need your help. At least 10-14 people usually serve in live 

worship, in addition to the choirs! Virtual worship requires the same numbers and we have been working 

with half that many. There are tasks you can help with in preparation, and also in worship itself that would 

free up the team to provide worship without continuing to overextend themselves. Help might also enable 

us to add a few more highly requested elements such as captioning and occasional anthems to our 

services. 

We are not asking anyone to volunteer every week (though we wouldn’t say no if you feel God calling you 

to do that). We will happily train you to do these tasks! We need rosters and schedules of people to fill the 

following roles: 

Multiple Virtual Ushers each week to let people 'in', spotlight speakers, monitor and answer simple chat 

questions, take attendance and scan the room for people who need help. No one person can do these jobs 

alone, we need several ushers each week. 

Screen Sharers on Zoom – we share 5-12 prepared videos, recordings and images each week. 

Google Slide/Power Point Makers presentations each week with provided information. We use these for 

the call to worship and opening prayer, and for the prayer image and Lord’s prayer. We also prepare slides 

for hymn texts and more in case our videos fail for any reason. These things are extracted from our 

bulletins – this is essentially a cut and paste task. 
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Scripture Readers – we send you a script and a tip sheet to follow. 

Captioning Managers – We are investigating captioning to make our service more accessible. Every 

captioning service we have explored so far requires someone to monitor and regulate it live on Sunday 

mornings. If we found enough fast typists this might also be a possibility for us. 

Video Makers - this is the one area where more training or experience is needed, but if anyone has 

experience or is interested in learning, we will gladly teach these skills to you if you feel called to this 

ministry. 

Everyone who is involved in worship on Sunday mornings meets at 9:30 AM in the Zoom worship space for 

sound and equipment checks; a review of roles and plans for that day; and to pray for the service. Live 

worship usually has 10-14 people involved. Virtual worship requires the same numbers and we have been 

working with half that number. 

Is God calling you to help us? Please email nan@wesleyworc.org as soon as possible for more information. 

 
 

Prayer Request Email Chain 
 
 

 

I am going to start a new group within my email to send out Prayer Requests on Monday's or as they come 
in. If you would like to be in the group, please email me and I will add you. 

Please note: This email group will be separate from Constant Contact. It will come directly from my email 
address... office@wesleyworc.org. 
 Thank you, Debi Reynolds 

 
 

Poinsettia Orders for Christmas  
 

I am now accepting Poinsettia orders. Due to Covid, Poinsettia orders are being taken early. I MUST have a 
final number to my supplier by December 1st. Therefore, ALL orders MUST be in to me by Tuesday, 
November 24th. 

This year Christmas may be via zoom, however, we will use poinsettia's for decoration and photos to be 
used in the service or the video that is posted on the website. After the need for them is done, we will set 
up a date to distribute them. We will also set up distribution to shut-ins the way we generally do, however 
it will most likely come before Christmas Sunday. 

Please complete the order form and mail it to Wesley Church, Attn: Debi Reynolds with your check. We 
WILL NOT be accepting payment online this year. All orders must have a payment with them and be to me 
by November 24th. 
 Thank you, Debi Reynolds 

 

  

 

mailto:office@wesleyworc.org
https://files.constantcontact.com/1aa828fc601/29ae0e95-92a6-4f73-83a0-1e8f4905ec0f.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/1aa828fc601/29ae0e95-92a6-4f73-83a0-1e8f4905ec0f.pdf
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Giving Thanks… Thanksgiving Baskets 
 

First of all We’d like to say an enormous Thank You to everyone, your prayers and your donations have 

already taken us further than we could have ever thought possible last March when Covid 19 tried to shut 

our church down, Wesley Church is still very much alive! and you are all proof of that. Thanks be to God! 

Stage 1 - Gathering - COMPLETE! 

Stage 2 - Place orders for fresh produce and turkeys. If you haven’t had a chance to bring a donation to the 
drive through collection but would still like to help, you can make a monetary donation to help cover some 
of the costs associated with this part 

Stage 3 - Set up and fill boxes with non-perishable items 

Stage 4 - Pick up from Worcester County Food Bank and Market Basket in the morning on November 19 or 
20 - we are going to need 2 people with trucks AND some muscles to help with this part. 

Stage 5 - Add fresh produce to boxes on November 20 - We still need 2 additional volunteers for this part 

Stage 6 - Drive through pick up on Saturday, November 21 from 9:30-11:30 am - We are going to need 
several volunteers for this part. Minimum of 7 for outside tasks (we will have alternates so you can come 
in for breaks to warm up) and 5 for inside relay of boxes, and 1 volunteer to break up lots of boxes. 

If you are able to help with any of the areas listed above please contact Chris Flagg at 508-414-1696 or 
email erf115@msn.com to let Chris know which area/days you are able to help. 

Peace be with you, 
Chris Flagg and Donna Hirtle 

*All volunteers will be wearing masks, sanitizing and following social distance safety rules. 

 
 

Adult Study Group 
 

In October the Adult Study Group began meeting on the first and third Tuesday evening.  Meetings are 

from 6:30-8:00 pm on Zoom. We started with a new book by Adam Hamilton entitled ‘Incarnation’. He 

writes: 

Jesus was called many things: Lord, Messiah, Savior, Emmanuel, Light of the World and Word Made Flesh. 

You may have studied what each of these names mean, but what do they tell us about the child whose 

birth we celebrate? How might the meaning behind these names affect the difference he makes in our 

lives this Christmas? 

Best-selling author Hamilton examines the names of Christ, giving historical and personal significance of 

His birth in this four part study. We will follow it through October and November reading and watching a 

video. Please order the book from Amazon or Cokesbury and let us know if you plan to join us by sending 

me an email. It's not too late to join! 

 Jim Hoffman 

mailto:erf115@msn.com
mailto:jhoffman24661@yahoo.com
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Shut-In List & Directory 
 

The Shut-In List has been updated and you can see a copy of it by clicking on the link or in the Wesley 
Church Directory online as a group. 

How can I access the directory? 
You can access this directory if I have your email and it is included in the directory. You will be able to 
make an account for easy access. You can access it on your computer or on your smartphone. 

On the computer - go to InstantChurchDirectory.com and create an account. If you have already created 
an account and don't remember your password, you may reset it on this page as well. 

On your Smartphone - open the App store and search for Instant Church Directory (it's a yellow icon with a 
white church inside). Download the app, then proceed by logging in or creating an account first. 

Please note: You need to be in the directory in order to make an account. If you cannot create an account, 
please email me and I will help you. 

When you are in the directory, you are also able to update basic information. So if you have recently 
moved, changed phone numbers or emails and have not notified the church, please make your changes 
and submit them. Again, if you changed your email address and have not told me, you will not be able to 
create a login. Please email me with your new email and I will change it in the directory. 

If you do not have the ability to view this online and would like a printed copy, please let me know. 

If at any time you know of a parishioner that is not able to get out, please let me know so I can update the 
necessary people for visits. 

Many thanks for your continued help! Debi Reynolds 

 
 

Grocery Gift Card Program Prevents Homelessness 
 

It's a simple idea -- go grocery shopping, pay with a gift card, and anywhere from 2 to 10 percent of that 

card's value goes into a fund for families facing eviction. This local program helped more than 40 families 

last year.  

Massachusetts families face a stark deadline on October 17, when the state lifts its ban on evictions that 

has been in place since the pandemic began. Demand for the kind of help our gift card program is funding 

is expected to increase dramatically. 

Cards from $10 to $100 are available for Shaw's, Big Y, Stop & Shop, Dunkin' Donuts, Panera and CVS.  

Email your orders (or any questions) to Allison Hansen at AChis4788@aol.com by Friday, October 23. Then 

pick up your cards from the church parking lot on Saturday morning, October 24 between 11 and noon. 

Look for Gary Robinson's white van! 

 

https://files.constantcontact.com/1aa828fc601/853bb5d7-c98f-4a3e-adb0-4429288776a9.pdf
https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/
mailto:office@wesleyworc.org
mailto:AChis4788@aol.com
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United Methodist Women 
 

UMW All-Circle Meeting 

THIS Saturday, October 17 10-11:30 a.m. 

We will be gathering on ZOOM on Saturday morning, October 17 for our All-Circle meeting. Any woman at 

Wesley may attend -- let your friends know about our group!  

Come in via Zoom on your computer, or phone in to hear our two speakers -- Gerard Piscitelli on 

Volunteers in Mission and his post-disaster work in Puerto Rico, and Olivia Ojeda of Straight Ahead 

Ministries on her work with women in prison.  

Circle leaders and officers have received the Zoom instructions. Please email Allison if you need them 

at AChis4788@aol.com. Come find out more about UMW's work as faith, hope and love in action! 

Allison Hansen and Barb Ingrassia 
UMW Co-Presidents 

 
 

You’re Invited!!! 

The United Methodist Women of Wesley is sponsoring a friends and family Paint Nite through Zoom. 

Please consider inviting a friend (or 2) to join us while we paint this fun fall design together from the 

comfort of our own homes, live on zoom. 

 

Saturday November 7th 

6:00-8:00 p.m. 

 

*** Space is limited to 15 guests  

and reservations are required. *** 

$30.00 per person 

 

*includes all supplies and live zoom instruction with Monique Pappas, owner/director 
 @Creative Communications Art Studio (CCAS) 

 

*supplies will be available for pick up in the parking lot at Wesley on Saturday 11/7 in the morning from 
10:00-11:00a.m. and need to be returned to the church on Sunday 11/12 after worship @12:00p.m. 

 
For more information and to reserve your spot please contact Chris Flagg at 508-414-1696. 

mailto:AChis4788@aol.com
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From Mission Matters 
 

Wesley's week at Interfaith Hospitality Network (IHN) is Oct. 18 to 24 

Five of Wesley's experienced IHN volunteers will be providing coverage for the shelter which houses 

recently homeless families with children.  The Mission Committee will pay for hours which we're not 

covering. As always, we'll also provide Hope for Housing cards to buy food, staples and supplies for our 

week. IHN has developed very thorough procedures to protect everyone there from COVID-19. 

Wesley People are Giving Great Service to Others 

I talked last week with one Ghanaian woman who has worked in an all-COVID hospital for months. Another 

is working 80 hours/week at a residential home, with 24-hour shifts sometimes. Thank you, thank you to 

all who are being God's hands on earth! 

Volunteering Virtually 

Many of you, like me, have been going only to indoor public places which are necessary-- grocery stores, 

medical offices, etc. Yet you would like to help others during this time of pandemic. There are many 

opportunities if you Google phrases such as Virtual Volunteering. It's safer to respond to Virtual (or 

Remote) Volunteer opportunities at organizations you recognize as valid, such as the United Way, United 

Nations, AARP... Also, read carefully what signing up to volunteer includes.   

Betsy Pennino 

 
 

 

Scam Emails Continue 
 

Scam emails continue to be received but now from Moo too. 

Message: asking for gift cards 

Message: Do you have a moment I have a request I need you to handle discreetly. I am currently busy in a 

prayer session, no calls so just reply my email. 

So again, please DO NOT respond to any emails from any pastor as they would not send these types of 

email out. As always, please use care when you open and respond to emails. 

Take care and God Bless you all. Debi Reynolds 
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Did You Know 
 

As the pandemic has continued and we have been unable to gather in person for worship and various 

ministry and program activities of our church, we have had to rethink what it means under these 

circumstances to do and to be church. Thus at this point it is good for us to be reminded that in English, 

the word church can refer to either a building for public Christian worship or it can refer to the body of 

Christian believers who usually assemble in such a building. The word church derives from an Old English 

word cirice via Old German and ultimately from the Greek kuriakos “belonging to the Lord”. It is interesting 

to note, however, that this Greek word appears only twice in the New Testament, and does not refer to 

the church (I Cor 11:20 “Lord's supper” and Rev 1:10 “Lord's Day”). The word which most frequently is 

translated as church is ekklesia, meaning “assembly” or “council”. In Biblical times this word was used in a 

very general sense to refer to citizens gathered for civic meetings or soldiers gathered to serve in 

battle. Throughout both the Old and New Testaments, ekklesia is used to refer specifically to the people of 

God. In the New Testament this word is generally translated as church and always refers to groups of 

people (e.g. all the Christians in a particular city or gathered together for worship in a house) rather than 

to a building. 

In the art of the Middle Ages, the church was personified as Ecclesia, a female figure usually crowned and 

carrying a cross and often holding a chalice or a model of a church building. Such a figure appeared 

frequently in the sculpture of the portals of medieval cathedrals. Other symbols for the church used in 

visual art derive from images in the Bible and include the ark (as a place where living creatures found 

refuge) or more generally a ship (the word nave derives from the Latin word for ship) as well as the vine 

and branches. 

A more recent symbol of the church is a beehive as depicted on the back of one of the presider's chairs in 

the sanctuary. This image reminds us of many individuals using their gifts for the benefit of the whole and 

thus is a very apt symbol for the organization and functioning of a congregation. Whether gathering in our 

building or not, we still belong to the Lord and we are still the people of God. Even in our time apart from 

our building and from one another we can each continue to use our gifts in various ways whether 

individually or in collaboration with others for the sake of manifesting God’s kin-dom values and being the 

church in and for our communities and the world. 

Submitted by, Deborah O’Driscoll 
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