
Wesley United Methodist Church  114 Main Street  Worcester, MA 01608 

Page | 1  

THE WESLEY HERALD 
 March 2021 

 
 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

Dear Friends, 

Are you eagerly waiting for the coming of Spring?  By the time when you read this, Daylight Savings 
Time has started, and we will be around Spring Equinox.     

I like winter in New England.  One of the reasons I moved from San Francisco to Boston, 20 years ago, 
was the weather.  I especially like long winter nights of reflections, meditations, and prayers which 
make me sharply awakened.   

These nights are also the best time to offer my pastoral prayers.  Lifting up your names, life 
circumstances, concerns….  Those prayers are mostly about sad, painful, or challenging matters.  I am 
amazed how many of you suffer from physical, emotional, spiritual, relational, or familial distress.  
Recent loss of your loved one, heartfelt praying at your loved one’s bedside, anxiously waiting the 
result of one’s medical test, your own physical pain and weakness, loneliness, desperately longing for 
the days be with family and friends, unstable job security, concerning over parents or children’s 
wellness, financial hardships….  We know that these are parts of life.  But, too much pain, too many 
illnesses, and too much to bear!  We all wish to avoid them.   

However, if we cannot avoid, we must face them.  The power of faith is not only to face our distress 
but also embrace it in the presence of God’s ceaseless love and grace on us.  It does not happen 
overnight.  It requires our persistent spiritual practices.  Sharing one of my favorite meditations, I 
invite you to experience God’s presence in the midst of your suffering, pain, and hardship.   

“Our brokenness is the wound through which the full power of God can penetrate our being and 
transfigure us in God.  Loneliness is not something from which we must flee but the place from where 
we can cry out to God, where God will find us, and we can find God.  Yes, through our wounds the 
power of God can penetrate us and become like rivers of living water to irrigate the arid earth within 
us.  Thus, we may irrigate the arid earth of others, so that hope and love are reborn.”  (Jean Vanier, The 
Broken Body)    

May God be with you in your meditations and prayers!   

Blessings in Prayers,  

Moo, who already misses long winter nights…     
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Let Us Keep in Our Prayers… 
 

• The family of John Annobil as they prepare for his funeral.  The final funeral arrangements for 
John will be as follows:  Calling hours will be held at the Callahan Funeral Home located at 61 
Myrtle Street on March 26, 2021 from 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm.  On Saturday, March 27th, the funeral 
service will be held at Wesley United Methodist Church, 114 Main Street from 8:00 to 10:00 am.  
Please note that seats are limited at the church due to COVID restrictions and the church policy.  
Burial will be at the Worcester County Memorial Park, 217 Richmond Avenue, Paxton.  

• Chloe Nester Sundberg for prayers for her test results, treatment, and strength. 

• Emily Smith now at home. 

• Dorothy Norcross recovering at home. May she continue to gain strength. 

• Tom Ingrassia recovering from cataract surgery on March 16th. 

• Paul Keister whose continued impairment is worsening, and for Linda as she sadly sees him 
slipping away. 

• Family of Rev. Dr Isaac Mawokomatanda, father of Pastor Shandi, who died on February 27th.  
Cards can be sent to: Shandi Mawokomatanda, 85 Carrera Road, Stockbridge, GA 30281.   
“Designated Gifts” for a memorial in honor of Isaac to be established in Zimbabwe may be sent to 
Stockbridge First United Methodist Church, 4863 N. Henry Blvd., Stockbridge, GA 30281, or may 
be given online at https://stockbridgefirst.org/. Please be sure to note in the Memo line that the 
“designated gift” is for the “Isaac Mawokomatanda Memorial Fund.” 

• Matilda Hammond-Raney recovering with a fractured leg. 

• David Burah recovering in Ghana. 

• For those of us growing weary of COVID 19. 

• Teachers and students/children. 

• Wesley’s leadership as they discern ways to keep our church community safe amidst the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

• Those working on the frontlines of this pandemic: healthcare workers and other essential 
workers. 

• Those who are unemployed, the homeless, and others in vulnerable situations, including people 
living in situations of domestic violence. 

 

If you have a prayer concern you would like added to the Sunday worship service and/or the 
announcements, please send an email to Prayers@wesleyworc.org.  Moo and Debi will both 
receive these emails. 

 
 

https://stockbridgefirst.org/
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Tower & Rose Window Lightings 
 

The Tower lighting for March is given in loving memory of Dr. C. James Brenneman by his daughter 
Betsey. 

The Rose window lighting for March is given in loving memory of Heik. P. & Irene B. Garabedian, 
Robert Demers and my grandson, Jason Sullivan by Shirley and family. 
 

The April Tower and Rose Window lightings are available.  If you would like to light either of 
these in memory or honor of a loved one, please contact Debi in the office via email at 
office@wesleyworc.org or call 508-799-4191, ext 102. 

Although we may not be in church to appreciate our beautiful stained-glass windows, we are still able to 
appreciate and dedicate the lightings in memory of loved ones. If you received a lighting letter and form 
from Debi, please be sure to return the form to her as soon as you are able. 
 

 
 

 

Announcements from Debi Reynolds, Church Secretary 
 

Weekly Announcements  If you have an announcement or information you would like shared with the 
congregation, please email me your document/announcement by 10 am Wednesday mornings.  

Moving?  If you have moved or are planning to move, please send a quick email or call the office to let 
me know your new address (and phone number if necessary).  We need to keep the database up to 
date.  Thank you for your cooperation.  

The April Herald will be mailed the week of April 12th. All articles should be to Debi by Friday, April 9th 
please. Thank you! 

2020 Annual Report is now available.  You can obtain a copy one of 3 ways: 

o Pick up a copy in the welcome office. (Mon-Fri, 10am-2pm (please call the office, x111 before coming) 

o Have a copy emailed to you. 

o Have a copy mailed to you. 

If you would like to receive a PDF copy by email or receive a printed copy in the mail, please email me 
or call and leave a voicemail (office@wesleyworc.org  or  508-799-4191, ext 102).  Please be sure to 
send me your mailing address if you have moved in the last 6 months to year.  If you leave me a voice 
mail, please be sure to speak clearly and leave a phone number that I can call you back at.  

Please Note:  If at any time you have an article you feel is important and needs to be shared 
immediately, please let me know you have one coming, and please give me a 24-hour window to get 
this out. 

 Debi Reynolds 

 

mailto:office@wesleyworc.org
mailto:office@wesleyworc.org
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Easter Flowers 
 

I am looking for a couple more people who be willing to bring flowers to shut-ins.  If you are interested 

in helping deliver flowers during Holy Week, please email me or call me at 508-799-4191, ext 102.  I 

will be reaching out with delivery information soon. Thank you, Debi Reynolds 

 
 

 

Palm Sunday and Drive-Up Communion 
 

For communion on Easter Sunday, April 4th, we will be having communion elements available for 

pickup on three days…  

Saturday, March 27th from 3 to 4 pm – Palms and Communion elements 

Sunday, March 28th from 12 to 1 pm – Palms and Communion elements 

Easter Sunday, April 4th from 12 – 1 pm – Communion only 

 

Please remember to save your communion for April 4th. 

There are three options for pick-up: 

Option 1 – On Saturday, March 27th from 3-4 pm, you may come to Wesley Church to pick up your 

Palms and communion elements, which you will then have at home for use during the Easter Sunday, 

April 4th, online worship service. You will consume them either during the live zoom service or when 

you watch the recorded service. 

Option 2 – You may come to Wesley Church after worship on Palm Sunday, March 28th, from 12-1 pm 

to pick up Palms and communion elements.  Remember this is for Easter Sunday, April 4th.     

Option 3 – You may come to Wesley Church after Easter Sunday worship, April 4th, from 12-1 pm to 

pick up your elements and receive right then or take the elements home and receive at your 

convenience. 

Once again, distribution will be in the back of the church. Please enter the parking lot via State Street 

and exit by driving down Gertrude Ave. You will drive up and receive communion in the form of 

prepackaged elements from Pastor Lee at the wooden footbridge. If you would like additional 

communion elements for family/friends, please let Pastor Lee know when you arrive. We ask that you 

stay in your car and please wear a mask when receiving communion. 

**Please remember, if you pick up your communion on Saturday, please wait for the online worship 

service and the blessing of the elements before you actually take communion. 

If you are unable to come to church during these times and wish to receive communion please contact 
Pastor Lee. 
 

mailto:office@wesleyworc.org?subject=Easter%20Flowers%20to%20Shut-Ins
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 

Good Friday Service will be held at 7 pm.   

Please use the same link as the Sunday Worship service. 
 
 

 

Adult Sunday School 
 

What Do I Believe? 

For Christians and for others seeking faith, some powerful answers to this question are expressed in 

the Apostles’ Creed, a historic statement of foundational Christian faith. In a compelling book, Adam 

Hamilton explores what we believe and why. Hamilton is senior pastor of the Church of the 

Resurrection in Kansas City cited as being the most influential mainline church in America.  

On March 7th at 9:00 am the adult Sunday School class will begin a new study entitled “Creed What 

Christians Believe and Why’ by Adam Hamilton. The class will read the book of that title and begin a 6-

week study of The Apostles’ Creed. Join with us on Zoom at 85284998849 with the password 128626. 

Questions?  Please contact: James Hoffman at jhoffman24661@yahoo.com. 

 

 
 

Mission Matters 
 

An IHN Virtual Fundraiser on March 25th  

IHN's annual Evening of Hope will be a Variety Show on Zoom on Thursday, March 25th from 6:30 to 
8:00 pm.  It will include a story of homelessness, info on IHN and music.  The cost of the tickets are $35 
and may be reserved at www.IHNWorcester.org.   Hope to see you there! 
 
 

 

From William Ness, Choir & Music Director 
 

WESLEY plays the piano! 

Calling all pianists or to those who call themselves piano players to please sign up and play your 

favorite piece on the Steinway grand!  Whatever you know and love to play share that with our church 

family.  You will be recorded most likely in the second half of April during the evening so there can be 

good lighting on you and the piano.  This is meant to showcase our musicians who do not get to play 

on Sundays so get practicing and play with feeling on our beautiful piano.  Before you get to the 

Steinway, try voicing out notes you want to hear more clearly and when you get to the Steinway it will 

almost do it for you!  I have a piece picked out and I know I will play it better on the Steinway than at 

home.  That is how good our piano really is-it compels you to play better, and you will enjoy it as you 

do.  So sign-up today and enjoy the experience!   Email me at: wjness@gmail.com 

mailto:jhoffman24661@yahoo.com
http://www.ihnworcester.org/
mailto:wjness@gmail.com
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Help Prevent Homelessness 
 

Hope for Housing Cards Prevent Pandemic-induced Homelessness 

It sounds so simple, and it makes such a difference. Buy your groceries using gift cards from Hope for 

Housing and part of your purchase helps keep families in their homes. Too many people are just one 

tragic event away from homelessness -- an unexpected car repair, medical bill or job loss -- that can 

mean missing a rent payment. Hope for Housing steps in with a grant (usually about $600) that bridges 

the gap and keeps people safely housed. 

Order your cards by end of day Tuesday, April 6 by emailing Allison Hansen at AChis4788@aol.com. 

Come to the wooden bridge behind church on Sunday, April 11 between 1 and 2 p.m. to pick up your 

order (masked and in your car) . We have cards for Shaw's and Stop & Shop ($10, $25, $50, $100), Big Y 

($25, $50, $100), CVS ($10, $20, $50), Panera and Dunkin' Donuts ($10, $25). Thank you for being part 

of the solution! 
 

 
 

 

BEWARE:  E-Mail Scams 
 

Please be aware that several of the New England Conference districts have been targeted with 
scam emails asking for gift cards for various causes.  These emails usually come from a gmail 
account.  These emails are spam. Disregard them. Any legitimate email from the Commonwealth East 
District Superintendent or District Office or New England Conference will come from an address that 
ends in @neumc.org. Please check the email of the sender carefully before responding. If you are 
unsure about an email, check with the appropriate office to confirm that it is legitimate before replying 
or taking any other action. 
 
 

 

Bloomin' 4 Good Program!   Fighting Hunger One Bouquet at a Time! 
 

Remember, for the month of March, Stop & Shop on Lincoln Street will give a  $1 donation to the Carty 
Cupboard Food Pantry for every bouquet sold with the red round sticker on it.  In this program, every 
$9.99 Bloomin' 4 Good Bouquet sold helps to feed 10+ people in need.  

Flowers can brighten a room, spread a smile or make someone's day. Supporters can 
buy two, three or more bouquets throughout the month. The more bouquets sold, the 
more donations raised and the more people in need we can feed! So, go on down to 
Stop & Shop at 545 Lincoln Street, Worcester and pick up a bouquet to make someone 
smile and help fight hunger!  
 
 

mailto:AChis4788@aol.com
http://neumc.org/
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Worcester Community Fridges 
 

Are you in need of food? If so, please visit one of the two Worcester Community Fridges.  People and 

Retailers supply the fridges & pantries with items daily.  If there’s not much in it when you visit, please 

stop by again.  We have volunteers that are always stopping by to clean them and restock whenever 

possible with items we have readily available. 

This is a small organized sub-project of Worcester Mutual Aid, both on Facebook.  The goal is to 

provide extra food supplies to underserved residents. This also offers opportunities for our retail food 

retailers a way to cut food waste and encourage environmental consciousness.  Whatever you can do 

to donate to this cause would be so appreciated; there will be more refrigerators coming online, so 

help is appreciated in kind. Donations of food, cash donations, sources of professionally pre-made 

foods, pickups of your donations can be picked up by one of our volunteers. By using The Story of 

Stone Soup, we can build a defense against food insecurity. 

Fridge 1 location:  910 Main Street, Worcester 

Fridge 2 location:  44 Portland Street, Worcester 

How can I donate Food?   Our fridges belong to the community and are open 24/7.  Anyone is able to 

drop food off at the fridges at any time, as long as they meet our donation 

guidelines. No contact or permission is required to donate. 

What items are most requested?    

 Frozen meals       Milk       Eggs       Fruits / Veggies 

 Grab and Go Snacks       Frozen, Precooked Meats 

We Do Not Accept  Raw Meats       Items in Glass Jars       Home made meals 

  Expired Items       Anything You Wouldn’t Feed Your Family  

Do you accept homemade food?     No. At this time we are not accepting homemade meals. We 

rescue a lot of ready-made meals from grocers and prefer 

neighbors bring grocery items. 

How can I make a cash donation?   We accept PayPal / Cash App / Venmo    @WOOFRIDGE 
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Did You Know 
 

One of the traditions of Good Friday is meditation and reflection on the Seven Last Words of Christ. 

This tradition will be the basis for our Good Friday service this year.  The Seven Last “Words” are 

actually phrases spoken by Jesus as he was dying on the cross.  All of the statements come from the 

gospel accounts of the crucifixion.  However, there is no single account of the crucifixion that contains 

all seven of the sayings.  In fact, only one of the quotations is found in more than one gospel.  There is, 

however, a traditional ordering of the sayings based on a compilation of the story of the crucifixion as 

related in the four canonical gospels—Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  The seven passages in the 

traditional order are as follows: 

1. Father forgive them, for they know not what they do (Luke 23:34).  

2. Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise (Luke 23:43).  

3. Woman, behold your son: behold your mother (John 19:26-27).  

4. Eli Eli lama sabachthani? — “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?" (Matthew 27:46 

and Mark 15:34).  

5. I thirst (John 19:28).  

6. It is finished (John 19:30).  

7. Father, into your hands I commit my spirit (Luke 23:46).  

In part the tradition of a service based on the words of Christ on the cross traces back to 4th Century 

Jerusalem, where each year the events of Jesus’ life were commemorated by devotional services at 

what were believed to be the original sites of their occurrence.  These services included a three hour 

devotion on Good Friday.  While some of these observances (including celebration of Palm Sunday) of 

the ancient Jerusalem church found their way into the worship traditions of Christianity in general, the 

tradition of the “Three Hours Devotion” was lost until it was revived in the 17th century by Jesuits in 

Peru and subsequently adopted by Roman Catholics as well as various Protestant denominations.  The 

collection of sayings has been set to music by many composers, and the texts themselves are the basis 

for reflection by many Christians, not only on Good Friday, but throughout Lent and Holy Week. 

 Submitted by, Deborah O’Driscoll 
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WESLEY STAFF & LEADERSHIP TEAM 
Pastor  Rev. Byungmoo Lee 
Organist & Choir Director William Ness 
Ghanaian Choirmaster Desmond Cheetham 
Director of Children, Nan Gibbons 
 Youth & Family Ministries 
Music Assistant & Layleader Deborah O’Driscoll 
Church Business Administrator Tim Carty 
Church Financial Secretary  Lorna Mattus-Merrill 
Church Secretary Debi Reynolds 
Building Superintendent Tim Murphy 
Custodians April Dylewicz 
  Tom Friend  
  Gerard Piscitelli 
Sunday Security Phil Johnson 
Head Usher David Dagle 

Church Council Anthony Phillips 
Board of Trustees Gary Robinson 
Carty Cupboard Food Pantry Nancy Spencer 
Communion Stewards Rebecca Copeland 
  Linda D’Acri 
Finance & Stewardship Co-Chairs William Wong  
  Peter Hansen 
Ghanaian Association Paul Hayfron 
Hospitality Co-Chairs Vivian Assie 
Medical Ministry Ron Ramsay 
Mission Coordinator Betsy Pennino 
Staff-Parish Relations Tom Ingrassia 
Youth Directors Anthony & Adrienne Phillips 
United Methodist Women Co-Chairs Barbara Ingrassia  
  Allison Hanen 
 

 


