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AN ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR EASTER SUNDAY  

Prelude Christ the Lord is Risen Today Michael Tyree (b. 1994) 
 String Quartet 

Greeting and Welcome 

Easter Proclamation 

One:  Christ is risen!  

Many:  Christ is risen indeed! 

One:  Christ is our strength and our power! 

Many:  Christ has become our salvation! 

One:  Rejoice, heavenly powers!  Christ is risen! 

Many:  Sing, choirs of angels!  Jesus Christ is risen!  Alleluia!      

Opening Hymn                     Christ the Lord is Risen Today UMH 302  
  Tune: EASTER HYMN 

Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia!  

Earth and heaven in chorus say, Alleluia!  

Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia!  

Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia! 

Love's redeeming work is done, Alleluia!  

Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia!  

Death in vain forbids him rise, Alleluia!  

Christ has opened paradise, Alleluia! 

Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia!  

Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia!  

Once he died our souls to save, Alleluia!  

Where's thy victory, boasting grave? Alleluia! 

Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia!  

Following our exalted Head, Alleluia!  

Made like him, like him we rise, Alleluia!  

Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia! 

Hail the Lord of earth and heaven, Alleluia!  

Praise to thee by both be given, Alleluia!  

Thee we greet triumphant now, Alleluia!  

Hail the Resurrection, thou, Alleluia! 

King of glory, soul of bliss, Alleluia!  

Everlasting life is this, Alleluia!  

Thee to know, thy power to prove, Alleluia! 

Thus to sing, and thus to love, Alleluia! 



2 
 

Songs of Praise and Adoration     

 Halleluyah, Halleluyah, Praise the almighty God! 
 He is worthy of our praise! Oh Praise God... 
 He is worthy of our praise! Halleluyah! 
 Osee Yee Praise Him Halleluyah!...  

Halle, halle hallelujah! 
Halle, halle hallelujah! 
Halle, halle hallelujah!  
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

Prayer of Lighting the Paschal Candle (unison)    

God of life, through Jesus Christ you have bestowed upon the world the light of life. 

Sanctify this new fire, and grant that our hearts and minds may also be kindled with 

holy desire to shine forth with the brightness of Christ’s rising, that we may attain to 

the feast of everlasting light; through Jesus Christ.  Amen.  

Lighting of the Paschal Candle 

(Pastor lights the Paschal Candle)   

One:  The light of Christ rises in glory, overcoming the darkness of sin and death.  

Many:  Christ is our light!    

Confession of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed (Ecumenical Version) 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in Jesus 

Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, is 

seated at the right hand of the Father, and will come again to judge the living and the 

dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

Assurance  

Leader:  Sisters and Brothers, this is the good news: the grave is empty, Christ is risen! 

People:  Hallelujah! 

Leader:  This is the good news: the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness can 
never put it out.  

People:  Hallelujah!  

Leader:  This is the good news: once we were no people, now we are God’s people. 

People:  Hallelujah! 

Leader:  Christ is our peace, the indestructible peace we now share with each other. 

People:  Hallelujah! 
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Musical Meditation Now the Green Blade Riseth Michael Tyree 
 String Quartet 

Gospel Reading   John 20:1-18     

Anthem - Ghanaian Choir Oye (He is good) James Varrick Armah 

Asɛm papa bi a maatse   Some good news I have heard  
Oye, Oye      It is good, It is good  
Asɛm papa bi a m’atse ne sɛ Yesu yɛ ɔdɔ  The good news I have heard is that, Jesus is love.  
Oye, Oye,      He is good, He is good;  
Me kra sɔre na tow ndwom sɛ oye   My soul, arise and sing that it is good  
Oye, Oye      He is good, He is good  
Hwɛ nea w’ayɛ me yi, oye    Look at what He has done for me, it is good  
Bra na ɔbɛgye wo so     Come! for He will save you as well  
Me ampa na me nie     How could I be like this?  
Oyɛ ɔbaatan papa, oye    He is good. He is a good provider. He is good 
Mɛka, mɛka mɛka, oye    I will always say that, it is good 

Message   

Prayers of the People  

        Prayer Response 

 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer      

 [You are welcome to pray the Lord’s Prayer in the language of your choosing] 

Call to Offering  

Offertory Anthem  Wesley Choir 
 The Strife is O’er Henry Ley (1887-1962) 

…the battle done: now is the Victor’s triumph won: O let the song of praise be sung. 

Hallelujah! 

Death’s mightiest powers have done their worst, and Jesus hath his foes dispersed; let 

shouts of praise and joy outburst. Hallelujah! 

On the third morn he rose again, glorious in majesty to reign; O let us swell the joyful 

strain. Hallelujah! 

Lord, by the stripes which wounded thee from death’s dread sting thy servants free, 

that we may live, and sing to thee. Hallelujah! Amen. 
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Doxology  Tune: LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!  

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Amen! 

Announcements  

Shalom  

Invitation           

Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him,  

 who earnestly repent of their sin 

 and seek to live in peace with one another. 

Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one another.   

 
Confession and Pardon 

Merciful God,  

we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart.  

We have failed to be an obedient church.  

We have not done your will,  

we have broken your law,  

we have rebelled against your love,  

we have not loved our neighbors,  

and we have not heard the cry of the needy.  

Forgive us, we pray.  

Free us for joyful obedience,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

Hear the good news:  

Christ died for us while we were yet sinners;  

that proves God’s love toward us.  

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!  

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

Glory to God.  Amen.   
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Thanksgiving and Communion        

May God be with you.  

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the One who delivers us.  

Let us give thanks to our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Almighty God, creator of heaven and earth.  You formed us in your image and breathed 
into us the breath of life.  When we turned away, and our love failed, your love 
remained steadfast.  You delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our 
sovereign God, and set before us the way of life.  

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn:  

Holy, holy, holy, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is the One who comes in the name of God.  Hosanna 
in the highest.  

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ.   

By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection you gave birth to your Church, 
delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made with us a new covenant by water 
and the Spirit.  

By your great mercy we have been born anew to a living hope through the resurrection 
of your Son from the dead and to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and 
unfading.   

Once we were no people, but now we are your people, declaring your wonderful deeds 
in Christ, who called us out of darkness into his light.  

When the Christ Jesus ascended, he promised to be with us always, in the power of your 
Word and Holy Spirit.      

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, 
broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: "Take, eat; this is my body which is 
given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me." 

When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, 
and said: "Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out 
for you and for many, for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me."  
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On the day you raised him from the dead he was recognized by his disciples in the 
breaking of the bread, and in the power of your Holy Spirit your Church has continued in 
the breaking of the bread and the sharing of the cup.   

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in 
praise and thanksgiving, as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for 
us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.  

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.  

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine.  
Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the 
body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.   

By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all 
the world, until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet.   

Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and 
glory is yours, almighty God, now and for ever.   

Amen.   

Hymn           He Lives UMH 310 
  Tune: ACKLEY 

I serve a risen Savior, he's in the world today;  

I know that he is living, whatever foes may say.  

I see his hand of mercy, I hear his voice of cheer,  

and just the time I need him, he's always near. 

Refrain: 

He lives, he lives, Christ Jesus lives today!  

He walks with me and talks with me  

along life's narrow way.  

He lives, he lives, salvation to impart  

You ask me how I know he lives?  

He lives within my heart. 

In all the world around me I see his loving care,  

and though my heart grows weary, I never will despair.  

I know that he is leading, through all the stormy blast;  

The day of his appearing will come at last.  (Refrain) 

Rejoice, rejoice, O Christian, lift up your voice and sing  

eternal hallelujahs to Jesus Christ, the King!  

The hope of all who seek him, the help of all who find;  

none other is so loving, so good and kind.  (Refrain)     
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Benediction 

Postlude Hallelujah! From Messiah Georg Handel (1685-1759) 
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