
Wesley United Methodist Church  114 Main Street  Worcester, MA 01608 

Page | 1  

THE WESLEY HERALD 
 April 2021 

 
 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

Greetings in the Risen Christ!  

Many Christians mistakenly understand Easter just as one day of celebration.  But, we celebrate the 

Easter season of fifty days which begins on Easter Sunday, continues through the Ascension of Christ, 

and ends on Pentecost.  This is, therefore, the season to meditate on the profound meaning of the 

Easter, through which we learn and practice to center our minds and turn our hearts toward the 

wonder of new life emerging around us.   

How to begin our spiritual practice?  We begin with silent prayer because any route to God has to be a 

route toward silence.  It is worth to remember a saying from the monastic tradition: The rule in a 

monastery is not “Do not speck,” but “Do not speak unless you can improve on the silence.”  Might not 

the same be said of prayer?   

An old man would sit motionless in church for hours on end. 

One day a pastor asked him what God talked to him about. 

 “God doesn’t talk.  God just listens” was his reply. 

 “Well, then what do you talk to God about?”  

 “I don’t talk either.  I just listen.”   

We are in the middle of the Easter season.  Paschal Mystery belongs to God, which cannot be 

explained or understood in human language.  I wish, through deep practice of silence, all of you may 

experience new life in our Risen Christ.   

Retreating into Silence,  

Moo 
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Let Us Keep in Our Prayers… 
 

• Earl Flagg recovering from cardiac surgery on Wednesday. 

• Nancy Duxbury in recovering from surgery and has Covid.  She is currently in rehab in Newton. 

• Chloe Nester Sundberg recovering from surgery at Knollwood Nursing Center, Room 108B, 87 
Briarwood Circle, Worcester, MA 01606.   

• Dorothy Norcross now recovering at Care One in Millbury. 

• Family and friends of Cordelia Ferdinand who live in St Vincent where the volcano explosions are 
occurring. 

• Lorraine Kronberg as she begins the next chapter of her life in Tennessee. Her new address is 
Allandale Falls, 1000 University Blvd., #C63, Kingsport, TN 37660 

• Paul and Linda Keister to be able to see each other daily soon. 

• David Burah recovering in Ghana. 

• Teachers and students/children. 

• Wesley’s leadership as they discern ways to keep our church community safe amidst the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

• Those working on the frontlines of this pandemic: healthcare workers and other essential 
workers. 

• Those who are unemployed, the homeless, and others in vulnerable situations, including 
people living in situations of domestic violence. 

If you have a prayer concern you would like added to the Sunday worship service and/or the 
announcements, please send an email to Prayers@wesleyworc.org.  Moo and Debi will both 
receive these emails. 

 
 

 

Tower & Rose Window Lightings 
 

The Tower lighting is given in thanks to Lorraine Kronberg. 

Although we may not be in church to appreciate our beautiful stained-glass windows, we are still 
able to appreciate and dedicate the lightings in memory of loved ones. If you received a lighting 
letter and form from Debi, please be sure to return the form to her as soon as you are able. 

 
 

 

SPECIAL CHARGE CONFERENCE 
 

There will be a Special Charge Conference on April 25th @ 11:00 am via the same zoom link of our 
worship service.  If you are in worship, please do not leave as the Charge Conference will be 
immediately following worship. 

The sole purpose of this Special Charge Conference is to approve the acceptance of the CARES Act 
(Paycheck Protection Program) loan.  
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Announcements from Debi Reynolds, Church Secretary 
 

Weekly Announcements…  If you have an announcement or information you would like to share with 
the congregation, please email me your document/announcement by 10 am Wednesday mornings.  

Moving?  If you have moved or are planning to move, please send a quick email or call the office to let 
me know your new address (and phone number if necessary).  We need to keep the database up to 
date.  Thank you for your cooperation.  

The May Herald will be mailed the week of May 10th. All articles should be to Debi by Friday, May 7th 
please. Thank you! 

Please Note:  If at any time you have an article you feel is important and needs to be shared 
immediately, please let me know you have one coming, and please give me a 24-hour window to get 
this out. 
 
 

 

Wesley Church – Building Update 
 

From now until August, Thursdays are painting days at Wesley!  Tim Murphy and his volunteers are 
working hard at Wesley Church cleaning it up and putting fresh coats of paint all over.  PLEASE observe 
the signs that indicate a stairway or hall has wet paint.  Last week two people walked on the wet paint, 
not believing the signs or the warning tape, and tracked wet paint around the building.   If you have 
business at the church to tend to on Thursdays and Fridays, please know you will find varying areas 
that will have ‘WET PAINT’ posted.   

Thank you for your consideration to help Wesley be beautiful!  Preparing for its 100th Anniversary in 
2026! 
 
 

 

Thank you! Thank You! THANK YOU! 
 

From Carty Cupboard Food Pantry… 

Thank you to everyone who bought a bouquet of flowers at Stop and Shop during the Bloomin'4 Good 
Program. There were 73 bouquets sold so we will receive $73.00.  Thank you also to everyone who 
continues to donate to Carty.    Nancy 
 
 

 

United Methodist Women 
 

UMW Steering Committee Saturday, April 24, 10 am 

All Circle chairs and UMW officers are reminded that our next Steering Committee meeting will be 
Saturday, April 24 at 10 am on Zoom. We will be discussing a speaker for May 15, more funding 
requests and our circles’ shut-in lists. Please send a representative from your circle if you cannot 
attend yourself. We want to hear everyone’s voices! 

 Allison Hansen and Barb Ingrassia 
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Adult Sunday School 
 

What Do I Believe? 

Adam Hamilton believes that for Christians and for others seeking faith, some powerful answers are 
contained in the Apostles' Creed, a historic statement of foundational Christian faith. He has written a 
compelling study of the Apostles' Creed that explores not only what Christians believe, but why it 
matters. 

Beginning May 4th, from 6:30 - 8:00 the adult study group will be exploring Hamilton's book 'Creed' 
the Apostles' Creed. The Group meets twice a month (first and third Tuesday). Join us on May 4th as 
we begin this lively and important study. If you have any questions drop me a line at 
jhoffman24661@yahoo.com. 

Questions?  Please contact: James Hoffman at jhoffman24661@yahoo.com. 
 
 

 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!! 
 

YES, that’s what I meant to say… It’s time to start thinking about Thanksgiving again, at least it is for 

those of us who will be donating, collecting, sorting and stocking all the ingredients to make 

thanksgiving special for 100 of the families who visit Wesley’s Carty cupboard food pantry.  

The drive thru collection worked so well last year that we’ve decided to try it again this year, Donna 

Hirtle and I will be at the kitchen door at Wesley collecting your donations on the last Saturday of every 

month for the next few months from 10:00-11:00 a.m. 

Items needed include;  

stuffing mix, gravy packets, cranberry sauce, quick bread mixes, dessert mixes, pickles 

and olives, canned yams, coffee 

See you soon! 

Chris Flagg 
508-414-1696 
 

 

Mission Matters 
 

The 2021 Walk for the Homeless is Virtual  

Our Youth Group and other Wesley people in past years have walked the route starting at Institute 
Park.  This year soliciting donors will be May 16 - 23 and the walk is something you do by yourself or 
with friends.  Join us for the 36th annual Walk for the Homeless sponsored by the Central 
Massachusetts Housing Alliance. There will be online celebrations and more info will be available 
online - visit CMHA (www.cmhaonline.org).  If you can’t walk but would like to donate, you may do so 
with the Wesley Youth or at the link above. 

mailto:jhoffman24661@yahoo.com
https://www.cmhaonline.org/walk-event-details
http://www.cmhaonline.org/
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Help Prevent Homelessness 
 

Hope for Housing Cards Prevent Pandemic-induced Homelessness 

It sounds so simple, and it makes such a difference. Buy your groceries using gift cards from Hope for 

Housing and part of your purchase helps keep families in their homes. Too many people are just one 

tragic event away from homelessness -- an unexpected car repair, medical bill or job loss -- that can 

mean missing a rent payment. Hope for Housing steps in with a grant (usually about $600) that bridges 

the gap and keeps people safely housed. 

Order your cards by end of day Tuesday, May 11 by emailing Allison Hansen at AChis4788@aol.com. 

Come to the wooden bridge behind church on Sunday, May 16 between 1 and 2 pm to pick up your 

order (masked and in your car). We have cards for Shaw's and Stop & Shop ($10, $25, $50, $100), Big Y 

($25, $50, $100), CVS ($10, $20, $50), Panera and Dunkin' Donuts ($10, $25). Thank you for being part 

of the solution! 

 
 
 

A daily prayer during this COVID-19 crisis 
 

During these difficult days, Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar and members of the New England Conference 

Extended Cabinet are sharing a daily prayer based on the Revised Common Lectionary for the week. 

Today’s Prayer 

April 17, 2021 

Peace be with you,  
     Peace in the midst of terror,  
     Peace when you are afraid,  
     Peace when your mind is racing,  
     Peace when filled with doubt,  
     Peace when overcome with joy.         
O God, we need your peace.  
     As COVID numbers creep up again,  
     As we are frustrated with restrictions,  

     As more and more gun violence occurs,  
     As political disagreements arise,  
     As racism, sexism, and xenophobia run rampant.  
Send us your peace. Help us to be your witnesses. Amen.  
  
By Rev. Megan Stowe, Commonwealth West District Superintendent 
Based on Luke 24:36b-48  

 
 

mailto:AChis4788@aol.com
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Earth Day 
 

Earth Day is April 22, 2022! 

Worcester Congregations for Climate Action is a faith-based climate justice group. One of our fellow 

congregations, Temple Emmanuel Sinai, is hosting a talk, “Morality and the Environmental Crisis with 

Roger Gottlieb,” Sunday, April 18, at 3:00 pm (see further information below). We would like to 

encourage Wesley members to attend this wonderful talk, and think about how our morality can 

address the environmental crisis we face today.  

Morality and the Environmental Crisis with Roger Gottlieb 

Sunday, April 18 at 3:00 pm  

Winner of the award, the “Book Most Likely to Save the Planet,” from Independent Publisher, 2020. 

The environmental crisis creates an unprecedented moral predicament: how to be a good person while 

our collective and individual actions contribute to immeasurable devastation and suffering. 

• How do we make ethical choices about how we are treating life on earth? 

• How do we find courage to love despite the worsening Bad News? 

• What are our moral responsibilities now? 

• Can non-human nature become part of our moral and political community? 

Roger S. Gottlieb, professor of philosophy at WPI since 1981, is author or editor of twenty-one books, 

and internationally known for his work in spirituality in an age of environmental crisis, environmental 

ethics, the role of religion in a democratic society, the Holocaust, and disability. 

Zoom login: 

Meeting ID: 838 4133 7484 

Passcode: Gottlieb 

Click Here to Livestream 

Click here for Facebook Live 

Sponsored by TES, Worcester JCC, and Worcester Congregations for Climate Action 

For more information and to RSVP contact Nancy Greenberg: ngreenberg@worcesterjcc.org;  

508-756-7109 x 232 

Or Patti Gould: pogould@yahoo.com, 508-612-0540. 

 
 
 

https://click.mlsend.com/link/c/YT0xNjU5NjE2NjYzNzIyNTMwNzU3JmM9bTlrOCZlPTE5MjgmYj01NjkyMjU4MzAmZD10OGYyaThs.lyIb8bNVfmLdQG8ibAEtvdQv9xOisstEATqSLxSGqOQ
https://click.mlsend.com/link/c/YT0xNjU5NjE2NjYzNzIyNTMwNzU3JmM9bTlrOCZlPTE5MjgmYj01NjkyMjU4MzMmZD1pOWQ5ZDZq.5YFHHKsLw_RksmZIomdiCqlo3OGIjFcYIc2Xafo4Lg8
tel:838%204133%207484
https://click.mlsend.com/link/c/YT0xNjU5NjE2NjYzNzIyNTMwNzU3JmM9bTlrOCZlPTE5MjgmYj01NjkyMjU4MzYmZD1qM2M1czRr.oHzIkZUY2YfkfQ4xispAU-w2cXZYk34RKGgOOUmazG4
https://click.mlsend.com/link/c/YT0xNjU5NjE2NjYzNzIyNTMwNzU3JmM9bTlrOCZlPTE5MjgmYj01NjkyMjU4MzkmZD1kMnE3cTRn.BpaoEI_tA7j1TbpYCtsaMstDBXe-Jk8R32ZV0TlFbDA
mailto:ngreenberg@worcesterjcc.org
tel:508-756-7109
mailto:pogould@yahoo.com
tel:508-612-0540
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Did You Know 
 

It has been almost two weeks since we experienced the celebration of Easter Day with a festive 

worship service, but did you know that our observance of Easter Day each year is only the beginning of 

our celebration of Easter?  While culturally in North America, Easter is celebrated on a single day, 

liturgically in the church Easter is celebrated for fifty days.  The “Great Fifty Days” begin with Easter 

Sunday itself and end seven weeks later with the celebration of Pentecost.  You may have noticed that 

in the bulletin that the Sundays during this season are referred to by numbers—the Second Sunday of 

Easter, the Third Sunday of Easter, etc., as a reminder that we are still very much in the midst of the 

church’s celebration of Easter throughout this entire period.  

The Great Fifty Days is the oldest and most important season in the Christian year, but its origin 

relates to a harvest festival of ancient Israel.  In Biblical times the Feast of Weeks began with the 

opening of the harvest season two days after the start of Passover and culminated in the great 

celebration of the completion of the wheat harvest fifty days later at Pentecost.  The duration of the 

Biblical feast was rooted in a theological symbolism of numbers.  For the Jews, the number seven 

connoted fullness, so a forty-nine (= seven times seven) day period as a “week of weeks” set apart one 

seventh of the year as holy.  In addition, fifty was considered to be a number of liberation and 

restitution, so that the spring harvest festival of forty-nine days was closed by a fiftieth day as a sign of 

newness and rejoicing.  According to Laurence Hull Stookey in Calendar: Christ’s Time for the Church: 

“The church readily adapted this symbolism for its own purposes.  Christ is fullness heaped on 

fullness… and so can be symbolized by seven times seven… As Israel rejoiced in the spring harvest for 

fifty days…so the church rejoiced in the resurrection for fifty days…” 

Especially when we worship in person the spirit and significance of the season are reflected in the 

environment of worship.  The lighting of the Paschal Candle each week continues to remind us of the 

presence of the Risen Christ in our midst.  The liturgical seasonal color is white, and we continue to see 

the use of white paraments throughout the Great Fifty Days. Whether in person or online our worship 

resounds with Alleluias throughout the season. 

We are not people of the resurrection just on Easter Sunday and not even just during the Great 

Fifty Days, but throughout the liturgical year.  From earliest times, Christians have included celebration 

of the resurrection of Jesus as an important part of worship.  One of the main reasons that Christians 

have adopted Sunday (rather than the Jewish Sabbath, Saturday) as the day for worship relates to the 

fact that Sunday is the day of the resurrection.  Easter Day is the beginning of a festive season of 

celebration just as Jesus' resurrection was the beginning of new life for all. In its fullness for us as an 

Easter people, our celebration of the resurrection is commemorated by a day of the week (Sunday), a 

special day of the year (Easter Sunday) and a liturgical season (the Great Fifty Days).  Wishing you all a 

joyous Easter! 

 Submitted by, Deborah O’Driscoll 
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WESLEY STAFF & LEADERSHIP TEAM 
Pastor  Rev. Byungmoo Lee 
Organist & Choir Director William Ness 
Ghanaian Choirmaster Desmond Cheetham 
Director of Children, Nan Gibbons 
 Youth & Family Ministries 
Music Assistant & Layleader Deborah O’Driscoll 
Church Business Administrator Tim Carty 
Church Financial Secretary  Lorna Mattus-Merrill 
Church Secretary Debi Reynolds 
Building Superintendent Tim Murphy 
Custodians April Dylewicz 
  Tom Friend  
  Gerard Piscitelli 
Sunday Security Phil Johnson 
Head Usher David Dagle 

Church Council Anthony Phillips 
Board of Trustees Gary Robinson 
Carty Cupboard Food Pantry Nancy Spencer 
Communion Stewards Rebecca Copeland 
  Linda D’Acri 
Finance & Stewardship Co-Chairs William Wong  
  Peter Hansen 
Ghanaian Association Paul Hayfron 
Hospitality Co-Chairs Vivian Assie 
Medical Ministry Ron Ramsay 
Mission Coordinator Betsy Pennino 
Staff-Parish Relations Tom Ingrassia 
Youth Directors Anthony & Adrienne Phillips 
United Methodist Women Co-Chairs Barbara Ingrassia  
  Allison Hansen

 


