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From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

If the Spirit of God who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, God who raised Christ from the  

dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through the same Spirit that dwells in you. 

(Romans 8:11) 

St. Paul testified that the Holy Spirit who was involved in the resurrection of Jesus will also be involved 

in our own resurrection.  Therefore, it is necessary that the Holy Spirit takes us as its own for us to be 

able to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus and to receive the grace of salvation that comes from his 

resurrection.  Jesus gave us the pledge that the Holy Spirit whom he will ask God to send us would 

remain with us always. (John 14:16, 16:7)  Now we can see that it is through the Holy Spirit that Jesus 

Christ will remain with us.  Jesus gave us the revelations on the new life and opened the way for us to 

attain it, but the completion comes with the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit will continue the work of Jesus 

Christ.  It is the Holy Spirit who lets us experience Jesus Christ and God’s presence filled with love and 

mercy.   

The Holy Spirit bestows graces on each of us so that we may be the stewards of the various gifts 

granted upon us by God and that the decisions on the good use of these gifts belong to us.  We need to 

meditate and pray while receiving inspirations and revelations for ourselves and for our communities.  

Living in the age of science and technology, many Christians tend to neglect the power of the Holy 

Spirit.  Moreover, we acknowledge that false revelations have been occurring, causing confusion.  But, 

a truth is that one cannot live as a genuine Christian without inspirations and revelations, both 

communal and personal.  That is because the life of faith is a living communion with God.  The Church 

can become a living body filled with vitality only when the Holy Spirit is active and also enlightens and 

guides each one of the faithful.  This is the very reason why the Church has defended the need for and 

the important role of revelations despite the persistently recurring false revelations and their harmful 

effects.  

What can we do for the graces and gifts of the Holy Spirit to be cultivated and grow?  We have 

witnessed a constant decline of the Church, especially in New England.  If the Good News has not 

spread and empowered people’s lives, could it not be because of us, you and me?  Think about 

whether it has been you and me who have made those who had been hesitant about opening their 

hearts to the Holy Spirit become even more closed.  If the forms of life that we have lived look 

unloving, how can the Good News and graces be distributed widely among God’s people?   
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Our imprudent and unfaithful behaviors block the graces of the Holy Spirit.  We should re-examine 

ourselves.  The Holy Spirit has to intervene in the prayers of individuals, in homes, and in communities 

and also in all our activities as members of families, as citizens, and as members of the Church.   

The renewal in the Holy Spirit itself belongs to all Christians.  Whether recognized or not, it is a fact 

that, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, we are already under the power and grace of the Holy 

Spirit.  We should not close our ears to the whisperings of the Holy Spirit.  We should not refuse the 

loving invitation of the Holy Spirit.  Let us call upon the Holy Spirit always, at any time and at any place 

for its presence and guidance.  When we do so, our individual lives, our church, and our communities 

will become enveloped by the Holy Spirit, our Christ Jesus will lives among us, God’s Kingdom will 

come, and God’s will shall be done here as in Heaven.  We will forgive and love one another, and, thus 

be forgiven by God, and we will be free from the rule by the force of evil.   

Let us pray for the abundant gifts of the Holy Spirit.   

Moo            

 

 

 
 

Let Us Keep in Our Prayers… 
 

• Bill Wong will undergo lymph node biopsy next week. 

• Matilda Hammond-Raney requests prayer at the third anniversary of the death of James 
Hammond Sr. 

• Ken Hedenburg in his recovery. 

• Chloe Nester Sundberg continuing her recovery at home. 

• Dorothy Norcross at Care One in Millbury.  

• Lisa Naylor Boulette, sister of Sandra McManus) recovering from total knee replacement. 

• Family and friends of Cordelia Ferdinand who live in St Vincent where the volcano explosions are 
occurring. 

• David Burah recovering in Ghana. 

• Teachers and students/children. 

• Wesley’s leadership as they discern ways to keep our church community safe amidst the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

• Those working on the frontlines of this pandemic: healthcare workers and other essential 
workers. 

• Those who are unemployed, the homeless, and others in vulnerable situations, including 
people living in situations of domestic violence. 

If you have a prayer concern you would like added to the Sunday worship service and/or the 
announcements, please send an email to Prayers@wesleyworc.org.  Moo and Debi will both 
receive these emails. 
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Tower & Rose Window Lightings 
 

The Rose window lighting for May is given in loving memory of Doris L. Tremblay, by Tammy, Tracy, 
Allison, David, Nancy, and families. 

The Tower lighting for May is given in loving memory of Margaret A. (Swan) Fuller by David, Kathy, 
Nancy and her grandchildren. 
 
 
 

 

Announcements from Debi Reynolds, Church Secretary 
 

Weekly Announcements…  If you have an announcement or information you would like to share with 
the congregation, please email me your document/announcement by 10 am Wednesday mornings.  

Moving?  If you have moved or are planning to move, please send a quick email or call the office to let 
me know your new address (and phone number if necessary).  We need to keep the database up to 
date.  Thank you for your cooperation.  

The June Herald will be mailed the week of June 7th. All articles should be to Debi by Friday, June 4th 
please. Thank you! 

Please Note:  If at any time you have an article you feel is important and needs to be shared 
immediately, please let me know you have one coming, and please give me a 24-hour window to get 
this out. 
 
 

 

From William Ness, Organist  
 

The Prelude on Sunday, May 16th is the Andante (2nd) movement of Mendelssohn's last great 

orchestral work, his Violin Concerto in E minor, Op. 64. The concerto itself was an instant success, 

warmly received at its premiere and well received by contemporary critics. By the end of the 

nineteenth century, the piece was already considered one of the greatest violin concertos in the 

repertoire. It would become one of Mendelssohn's most popular pieces, and was still regularly 

performed, even when interest in his music declined in the early twentieth century. In 1906, the year 

before his death, the celebrated violinist Joseph Joachim told the guests at his 75th birthday party:  

The Germans have four violin concertos. The greatest, most uncompromising is Beethoven's. 

The one by Brahms vies with it in seriousness. The richest, the most seductive, was written by 

Max Bruch.  But the most inward, the heart's jewel, is Mendelssohn's.  

I hope you will enjoy and meditate through this lovely inspired music which is lush and also spiritual as 

Joachim noted.   

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Joachim
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Wesley Re-Opening Communication 
 

After a process of prayerful discernment, the Wesley Re-entry Task Force has developed guidelines for 

in-person worship in the sanctuary which were approved this week by the Church Council. As a result, 

Wesley is planning to hold the first in-person worship service on Sunday, May 30.  

While we are excited to plan for reopening the church for worship services, much work needs to be 

done before May 30. Wesley follows the Massachusetts guidelines for places of worship and requires 

masks and social distancing inside the church.  All households will sit separately. Singing is not yet 

allowed. So, worship services will be different than what we remember from before the pandemic or 

what we have experienced online during the past year.   

The first worship services in the sanctuary will have a limited capacity of 80 people. To respect these 

limits, we will be asking everyone who would like to attend in-person worship services to pre-register 

in advance either online or by phone. We will provide more details about how to do this in the coming 

weeks.   

The Sunday worship service will be available as a live stream on Zoom or recording on YouTube, as 

we have done for the past year.  If you will feel more comfortable participating in the service remotely, 

we encourage you to stay at home.   

If you have questions about Wesley’s re-opening plans, the team will hold Question & Answer 

sessions after church via Zoom in the coming weeks. These will be announced at the service. The first 

Q&A will be this Sunday, May 9, after church. We will also reach out to groups in the church to answer 

questions in smaller settings.  

Vaccinations provide the best protection against COVID-19 and the best chance to return to the full 

range of Wesley’s ministries and mission. The Re-entry team strongly encourages everyone at Wesley 

Church to get a vaccine.  

Vaccines are available at the Wellness Center at Worcester State University and nearby locations.  

MassVaxFinder (search for Worcester) also includes health care and retail pharmacy locations such as 

Walgreens, CVS, Shaws, and Price Chopper. CVS and Walmart may have walk-in vaccinations. Everyone 

age 16+ is now eligible. Children 12-15 may be eligible very soon. Note that all clinics require a Consent 

form for anyone under 18. Anyone who lives, works, or studies in Massachusetts can receive a vaccine 

at no cost to them. 

The effectiveness of COVID-19 vaccines give reason for cautious optimism for continuing in-person 

worship at Wesley in the coming weeks and months. As you may have heard in news reports, 

Massachusetts is targeting August for lifting all restrictions and capacity limits depending on vaccine 

distribution and other public health data. We expect that wearing masks indoors may continue for 

some time. 

https://www.maimmunizations.org/appointment/en/clinic/search?location=01602&search_radius=5+miles&q%5Bvenue_search_name_or_venue_name_i_cont%5D=&clinic_date_eq%5Byear%5D=&clinic_date_eq%5Bmonth%5D=&clinic_date_eq%5Bday%5D=&q%5Bvaccinations_name_i_cont%5D=&commit=Search#search_results
https://vaxfinder.mass.gov/?zip_or_city=worcester&q=
https://www.mass.gov/lists/ma-consent-and-screening-forms-for-people-under-18-years-of-age
https://www.mass.gov/lists/ma-consent-and-screening-forms-for-people-under-18-years-of-age
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The Wesley Re-entry team will keep the congregation informed as Wesley adapts to changing public 

health conditions in the wider community. Please remember that restrictions and limits have not yet 

been lifted, and all of us can do our part to make re-opening possible by wearing masks, maintaining 

distance, and getting the vaccine.  

While our guidelines emphasize the caution required to worship in person, as a congregation we also 

celebrate the optimism of our faith and the hope of the resurrection during this Easter season.  

Peter Hansen 

On behalf of the Wesley Re-entry Task Force 

 

 
 

 

News from Carty Cupboard 
 

We have been selected for Stop and Shop's "Bloomin 4 Good" program again! 

This time for the month of June. For every "Bloomin 4 Good" bouquet sold at the 

Lincoln Street Stop and Shop store during the month of June Carty Cupboard will 

receive $1.00!  Look for the flowers with the sticker on them! 

Thank You to everyone who continues to donate to Carty Cupboard whether it's 

food, money, or bags we appreciate all of it!!    

 Nancy 

 
 
 

 

United Methodist Women 
 

UMW All-Circle Meeting Saturday, May 15, 10 a.m.  

Don't forget our All-Circle meeting on  Saturday, May 15 at 10 a.m.  Our featured speaker is Justine 

Trinque of Florence House who will give us some insights into the day-to-day lives of the Florence 

House young mothers we have supported over the years. Please share this news with your circles and 

other women of Wesley!  All are invited. We will also be voting on more requests for funding. 

The Zoom meeting link will go out to officers and circle leaders in a separate email. 

 Allison Hansen and Barb Ingrassia 
 

x-apple-data-detectors://0/
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Adult Sunday School 
 

What Do I Believe? 

Adam Hamilton believes that for Christians and for others seeking faith, some powerful answers are 

contained in the Apostles' Creed, a historic statement of foundational Christian faith. He has written a 

compelling study of the Apostles' Creed that explores not only what Christians believe, but why it 

matters. 

Beginning May 4th, from 6:30 - 8:00 the adult study group will be exploring Hamilton's book 'Creed' 

the Apostles' Creed. The Group meets twice a month (first and third Tuesday). Join us on May 4th as 

we begin this lively and important study. If you have any questions drop me a line at 

jhoffman24661@yahoo.com. 

Questions?  Please contact: James Hoffman at jhoffman24661@yahoo.com. 

 
 

 

Mission Matters 
 

Donating to Packages of Care 

You probably remember that for years Sarah Circle collected Small Gifts for Shelters during Lent but 

then didn't during the pandemic.  Yet many items did show up in the Welcome Office and thank you to 

all who donated!  Some were delivered to Worcester Fellowship for the homeless people who attend 

their Thursday Cafe and about half were given to Cordelia Ferdinand for her shipments to St. 

Vincent.  Also, some facemasks were taken to the Queen Street Shelter.  

You will be invited to donate Small Gifts for Shelters once we're back at Wesley regularly for Sunday 

services, probably in the fall.  After that, we'll most likely do Advent Gift Boxes.  So please buy socks, 

toiletries and healthy snacks when you see them-- the same items which Cordelia is requesting for St. 

Vincent now and in coming months. 

The 2021 Walk for the Homeless is Virtual 

Our Youth Group and other Wesley people in past years have walked the route starting at Institute 

Park.  This year soliciting donors will be May 16 - 23 and the walk is something you do on your own or 

with friends.  There will be online celebrations and more info on how to participate is online at 

www.cmhaonline.org 

 

mailto:jhoffman24661@yahoo.com
mailto:jhoffman24661@yahoo.com
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cmhaonline%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cbaafb44e1fc2493fed7808d901bf222e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637542742684585673%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=bY9JkAAB%2F52bov7WnC8%2FRXs%2FHJXN1paue%2BFtcljkItM%3D&reserved=0
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HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!! 
 

YES, that’s what I meant to say… It’s time to start thinking about Thanksgiving again, at least it is for 

those of us who will be donating, collecting, sorting and stocking all the ingredients to make 

thanksgiving special for 100 of the families who visit Wesley’s Carty cupboard food pantry.  

The drive thru collection worked so well last year that we’ve decided to try it again this year, Donna 

Hirtle and I will be at the kitchen door at Wesley collecting your donations on the last Saturday of every 

month for the next few months from 10:00-11:00 a.m. 

Items needed include;  

stuffing mix, gravy packets, cranberry sauce, quick bread mixes, dessert mixes, pickles 

and olives, canned yams, coffee 

See you soon! 

Chris Flagg 
508-414-1696 

 

 

 

Support UMCOR’s COVID-19 Response Fund 

“For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.” 

— 2 Timothy 1:7 

As we watch the global virus cases reach a new peak, many of you have asked how you can help. 

Global Ministries and UMCOR continue to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic through health and 

humanitarian efforts by supporting communities around the world with information campaigns, 

medical equipment, hygiene kits, and supplies to meet basic human needs.  

As cases surge in places like India and Brazil, The United Methodist Church, through UMCOR, continues 

to respond and remains committed to alleviating the suffering brought on by COVID-19.  

Members of the New England Conference who want to support this vital work are encouraged to 

donate to UMCOR’s COVID-19 Response Fund (Advance #3022612). Donations made through Prosper 

can use New England fund #919. 

Please keep all those who are suffering in this pandemic and those doing the vital work of caring for 

them in your prayers.  
 

MAKE A GIFT 
 

https://umcmission.org/advance-project/3022612/
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E-Mail SCAM ALERT 
 

It has been reported, some of our clergy have received emails purporting to be from DS Megan 

Stowe using addresses ending in a @gmail.com asking to purchase gift cards. This is a 

common tactic of scam artists.  

Do not reply to these emails. Do not purchase or send any gift cards. 

Any legitimate email from DS Megan Stowe and the CW District Office will come from an 

address that ends in @neumc.org. Emails sent through our system, like this one, have 

addresses that end in @brtapp.com. Please, check the email of the sender carefully before 

responding. Thank you. 

As always, please check the email address that it’s coming from.  If it does not match what’s in 

your contact list, please do not open it!   

 
 

Thank you! 
 

 

Dear Wesley Friends: 

As I sit here in my new apartment in Kingsport, TN I can still feel the love that was shown to me as I 
prepared to move here to be near my daughter Kris and her family. It was one of the most difficult 
decisions I have ever made but as I prayed it was clear that it was what I needed to do. I had mixed 
emotions because I had been in Worcester and Wesley Church had been at the center of my life for 
over 60 years. 

I loved singing in the choir and worshipping in our beautiful sanctuary every Sunday, participating in 
UMW, meeting with dear friends in Dorcas and Rebecca Circle and working with my incredible team of 
women sewing for Days for Girls. The fourteen months of being homebound because of the virus made 
me reevaluate my living conditions and it was clear a change was needed. 

Thank you for the many ways that you wished me well from the car parade in front of my apartment 
building to the very meaningful worship service. Hearing the Wesley Choir sing “God be with you till we 
meet again” was almost my undoing and if everything had not been packed and the mover was arriving 
the next day, I might have changed my mind. 

I am settling in and getting to know my new church family and enjoying in person worship once again. I 
will always have a special place in my heart for Wesley and the friends that blessed my life over these 
many, many years.  

“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 
you; the Lord turn His face toward you and give you peace.” 

                                                                                                            Numbers 6:24 

Love, Lorraine 
 
 

http://gmail.com/
http://neumc.org/
http://brtapp.com/
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Dear Wesley Church Family, 

Thank you ever so much for the outpouring of love and support that we received from you after the 
death of my father, Isaac Mawokomatanda. Your cards and messages and flowers meant so much. 
Your flowers beautifully adorned the sanctuary. Thank you. It was comforting to know that we were 
being thought of and prayed for. It was also heartwarming to read some of your memories of my 
parents when they visited Worcester. Thank you so much for continuing to be wonderful community I 
have known you to be. We love you and miss you and wish you all the best! May God bless you and 
keep you.  

With love and hope, 
Shandi Mawokomatanda and family 

 

Did You Know 
 

At Pentecost (which this year will be May 23) we celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit, still present and 

active in our congregation as in the beginning of the church.  One of the most familiar symbols used at 

Pentecost is a descending dove as a representation of the Holy Spirit. The story of the first Pentecost in 

the church as related in Acts makes no mention of a dove.  Did you ever wonder how a dove came to 

be a symbol of the Holy Spirit?  

From ancient times in many traditions various animals with wings have been used to symbolize 

spiritual things because of the universal human tendency to think of the “other world” as being above 

our heads.  Birds of various kinds appear throughout the Bible, and the dove in particular is mentioned 

with several meanings.  

The dove is encountered in the story of Noah's ark in Genesis, the imagery of which gave rise to the 

use of a dove with an olive branch as a sign of reconciliation and peace.  Throughout the Bible, the 

dove is a bird of sacrifice, especially for the poor who could not afford to sacrifice other animals, from 

the story of Abraham in Genesis to Mary's offering of a dove in the temple for purification after the 

birth of Jesus.  Also, in the New Testament each of the Gospel stories of the baptism of Jesus speak of 

the Holy Spirit which descends upon Jesus “like a dove”.  It is this description of Jesus' baptism which 

has led to the ubiquitous use of the dove to represent the Holy Spirit in Christian art.   

Christian art makes symbolic use of other Biblical images of the dove as well.  A dove above water is 

symbolic of creation.  In pictures of dying martyrs a dove symbolizing the soul emerges from the mouth 

of the victim.  Doves appear also in the depiction of some saints to symbolize the inspiration of the 

Holy Spirit.  In early centuries, the dove was often depicted on burial monuments as a symbol of the 

innocence of the deceased person, and even in our times a dove with an olive branch in its mouth on a 

tombstone symbolizes eternal peace.   

 Submitted by, Deborah O’Driscoll 
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WESLEY STAFF & LEADERSHIP TEAM 
Pastor  Rev. Byungmoo Lee 
Organist & Choir Director William Ness 
Ghanaian Choirmaster Desmond Cheetham 
Director of Children, Nan Gibbons 
 Youth & Family Ministries 
Music Assistant & Layleader Deborah O’Driscoll 
Church Business Administrator Tim Carty 
Church Financial Secretary  Lorna Mattus-Merrill 
Church Secretary Debi Reynolds 
Building Superintendent Tim Murphy 
Custodians April Dylewicz 
  Tom Friend  
  Gerard Piscitelli 
Sunday Security Phil Johnson 
Head Usher David Dagle 

Church Council Anthony Phillips 
Board of Trustees Gary Robinson 
Carty Cupboard Food Pantry Nancy Spencer 
Communion Stewards Rebecca Copeland 
  Linda D’Acri 
Finance & Stewardship Co-Chairs William Wong  
  Peter Hansen 
Ghanaian Association Paul Hayfron 
Hospitality Co-Chairs Vivian Assie 
Medical Ministry Ron Ramsay 
Mission Coordinator Betsy Pennino 
Staff-Parish Relations Tom Ingrassia 
Youth Directors Anthony & Adrienne Phillips 
United Methodist Women Co-Chairs Barbara Ingrassia  
  Allison Hansen

 


