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A Letter from Bishop Devadhar 
 

Beloved in Christ: 

Greetings in the precious and matchless name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

As we journey in the season of Pentecost, we are constantly reminded of the power of the Church of 

the Pentecost, where they devoted themselves “... to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the 

breaking of the bread and prayers” (Acts 2:42). 

Understanding that all of these are vital to any church, may I lift up one of the four: fellowship.  

Confession time: Recently my eyes were opened, my heart was stimulated, and my mind challenged 

when I read about someone I had aspired to be like, a person who modeled for me the humility of 

Christ.  

Her name was Ruth. When I knew her, as a child in India, Ruth was staying in church-owned living 

quarters because of her poverty and social status. She always kept her house clean, always smiled at 

others, and was always kind!  

During the tamarind season she would pit the tamarind by hand and she was excellent at it. As children 

growing up we would marvel at her gift and ask her, “Ruthakka (the respectful way to address 

an older person), how much tamarind have you pitted today?" Her answer was always, “Nothing.” She 

was so humble she would not brag about her gifts. 

It is only recently that I read something about Ruth written by her grandson in a scholarly magazine*: 

“Early in the morning in the 1930s [a missionary from Europe in India] must have been 

surprised to find a panic-stricken woman carrying a small baby begging for refuge after having 

fled her village where her husband had been killed in a land dispute by members of the family, 

who in the fear of her life and that of her small child, ran through the forest with no 

possessions to the one place where she knew help could be had. In the due course, she was 

baptized ‘Ruth’ and the baby ‘David.’” 

As I read this story about Ruth, now several years after her joining the Church Triumphant, my 

lamenting questions are: 

What impact would there have been on confirmands if the pastors of my hometown church had 

brought Ruth to one of the confirmation classes to share her marvelous faith story? 
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What impact would there have been upon the parishioners to witness the success of the Church’s 

mission in rescuing refugees like Ruth fleeing their homes due to poverty and the selfishness of their 

landlords?  

What impact would have been upon our young seminarians, hearing about the courageous vision of 

the missionary not only rescuing Ruth, but giving her and her son the baptismal names of Ruth and 

David, great names with great Biblical heritage? 

David, by the way, grew up to be a supreme organist who played in one of the leading cathedrals of the 

Church of South India and a professor par excellence in English literature. 

In the context of this powerful story, claiming one the vitalities of the Church of the 

Pentecost, fellowship, may we ponder the following questions prayerfully, acting upon our answers in 

this Pentecost season and beyond: 

• When we say our church is a place of fellowship, is it just limited to our friends, cliques, or 

those who are familiar to us? 

• Does our Christian fellowship include taking the time to talk to people like Ruth, who are 

humble yet who have a powerful story to share; one that might deepen our faith and enlarge 

the horizons of God’s mission? 

May our fellowship enlighten us to bring people like Ruth into our midst so that their gifts and graces 

may strengthen our Church’s witness. 

May God our Creator, Christ our liberator, and the Holy Spirit our guide help us to re-envision the 

Church of the Pentecost in the midst of our fears, challenges, and hopes.  

Please keep our forthcoming Annual Conference session in your daily prayers so that we may have a 

Holy Spirit-filled, Jesus Christ-loving, Creator God-glorifying Holy Conference. 

  

In Christ’s love, 

 

Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar 

  
*Taken from J. Jayakiran Sebastian, “Neither Fellowship or Patience, nor Toleration or Acceptance: 

Believing, Belonging, Luther, the Jews and Questions on Contemporary Nationalism," in Seminary Ridge 
Review, Vol. 20, No. 1, Autumn 2017, p. 4. 
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Special Prayers for these Wesley Family, Friends and Others… 
 

 

• Blessing for Katie Hansen and Patrick King who were married in a zoom ceremony on Friday 

evening from Singapore and Wisconsin. Thanks be to God for digital technology. Katie is the 

daughter of Allison and Peter Hansen. 

• Bill Wong diagnosed with lymphoma. For strength and healing as he expects more tests and 

treatment plans. Also pray for the family. 

• Rev. James Hoffman recovering from a fractured rib. 

• Pray for my child who struggles with depression, anxiety, and alcoholism. 

• Travelling mercy for all those who have traveled and will travel and those in the hospitals as well as 

those who could not join us today. 

• Laura Zoldak is making progress. She may go home this week. She is in the Jewish Health Care 

Center, room 418, recovering from a broken hip. 

• Paul Keister who struggles with the effects of dementia. Pray for peace for him. 

• Mark Muncey's brother-in-law Dave awaiting biopsy results. 

• Bill Kilmer now in Mass General Hospital. Please continue to keep Bill and Deborah in your prayers 

during this time. 

• Ken Hedenburg 

• Chloe Nester Sundberg 

• Daniel Ankrah in UMass Memorial hospital. 

• Paula Conner recovering at home 

• Pamela, Linda Keister’s sister, who has cancer. 

• St. Vincent Nurses on strike 

If you have a prayer concern you would like added to the Sunday worship service  
and/or the announcements, please send an email to Prayers@wesleyworc.org.   

Moo and Debi will both receive these emails. 
 
 
 
 

Tower & Rose Window Lightings 
 

The Rose window lighting for July is given in loving memory of Bill Woodring by Blair, Karl, John, and 
Mary Jett Woodring. 

The Tower lighting for July is given in loving memory of Mable & Luther Marsh, and Evelyn & Martin 
Samanen by Carol, Dave, Steve, and Jeff Samanen. 
 
 
 
 



Wesley United Methodist Church  114 Main Street  Worcester, MA 01608 

Page | 4  

 
 

 

Announcements from Debi Reynolds, Church Secretary 
 

PLEASE NOTE THE DATE CHANGE:  The July Herald will be mailed the week of July 12th. All articles 

should be to Debi by Wednesday, July 7th please. Thank you in advance! 

Weekly Announcements…  If you have an announcement or information you would like to share with 

the congregation, please email me your document/announcement by 10 am Wednesday mornings.  

Please Note:  If at any time you have an article you feel is important and needs to be shared 

immediately, please let me know you have one coming, and please give me a 24-hour window to get 

this out. 

Moving?  If you have moved or are planning to move, please send a quick email or call the office to let 

me know your new address (and phone number if necessary).  We need to keep the database up to 

date.  Thank you for your cooperation.  

 
 
 

 

News from Carty Cupboard 
 

Reminder…  We have been selected for Stop and Shop's "Bloomin 4 Good" program for the month of 

June.  For every "Bloomin 4 Good" bouquet sold at the Lincoln Street Stop and Shop Carty Cupboard 

will receive $1.00!  Look for the flowers with the sticker on them! 

Thank You to everyone who continues to donate to Carty Cupboard whether it's food, money, or bags 

we appreciate all of it!!    

 Nancy Spencer 

 
 
 

 

Mission Matters 
 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY… 

Every year before 2020, the Mission Committee organized a May/June Build Day with Habitat.  The 

skills of Wesley’s team of volunteers have been much appreciated.  Because of COVID, however, only 

repeat regular volunteers are working at their build sites. They have been trained while volunteering 

consistently during the last 18 months.  Habitat continues to supply all building materials and expertise 

to work with families in building their own low mortgage homes.  Hence the Mission Comm. voted to 

give Wesley's usual Habitat donation of $1,000. 
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HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!! 
 

Now that church is open, we will have a plastic bin set up in the Narthex on Sundays for you to bring in 

a donation when you come to church.  If you prefer, you can drop your donation off during the week 

from 10:00-2:00 while the office is open. 

Also, Gracie Burke is working on a new poster with a visual for this year's inventory that will be placed 

with the bin...Thank you Gracie! 

Thanksgiving Inventory (as of 06/5/21) 

 Corn 200 Desserts... Extras… 

 Cranberry sauce 9  Brownies 6  Canned Yams 8 

 Stuffing Mix 51  Cake Mix/Frosting  25/7  Pickles/Olives  7 /4 

 Gravy 37  Pie filling/Crust mix 7/5  Coffee 22 

 Quick Bread 6     Misc 3 

Thank you for your continued support! Chris Flagg & Donna Hirtle 

 
 

 

Hope for Housing Gift Cards 
 

Gift cards will be for sale on Sunday, June 13 after church out in the parking lot by the wooden bridge.  

July orders should be into me via email by July 6th.  Cards can be picked up on Sunday, July 11th after 

church.  Please email your order to Allison Hansen at AChis4788@aol.com.   

We have cards for Shaw's and Stop & Shop ($10, $25, $50, $100), Big Y ($25, $50, $100), CVS ($10, $20, 

$50), Panera and Dunkin' Donuts ($10, $25). 

 

 
 

United Methodist Women 
 

Planning and Potluck with UMW Thursday, June 17 at 6 pm! 

The next UMW All-Circle Meeting will be on Thursday, June 17. Come at 6 p.m. with a picnic dinner for 
yourself or to share. We'll gather our meals in the kitchen and eat them outdoors to be together safely. 
At 6:30, we'll come into Brewer Hall (masks on, please) to discuss plans for next year and approve any 
Circle requests for funding. Can't wait to be together in person! 
 
If you would like to join us by Zoom instead, we will offer a hybrid option for our meeting. Please let 
Allison Hansen know by email at AChis4788@aol.com. 
 
 

mailto:AChis4788@aol.com
mailto:AChis4788@aol.com
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Everyone can attend MISSION U from home for FREE! 
 

Several Wesley members look forward each year to MISSION U. It’s usually held on a college campus in 
N.H., but this year it will be held virtually via Zoom.  

GREAT REASONS to attend MISSION U 2021:  

• More people will be able to enjoy the Mission U experience—amazingly always relevant, well-

planned studies. 

• SPECIAL: Mission U is awarding First Timer Scholarships to anyone who has not attended 

Mission U in the past. MISSION U welcomes you as a Guest—at no cost to you.  

Register by July 1 to receive the scholarship. 

This year the studies are:  

1.  Peace in an Anxious World 

2.  Bearing Witness in the Kin-dom: Living into the church’s Moral Witness through           Radical 
Discipleship. 

SEE the attached form for info about dates, times, etc. and to register through the mail. 

It’s EASY to REGISTER ONLINE at the following link. (Before July 1) 

https://neumc-reg.brtapp.com/MissionU2021 

Complete the contact section at the top 
Choose your course* 
Click on “I am a first timer at MISSION U” 
Click on SUBMIT FORM 
Done! 
(You can enroll in both studies, but you’ll need to submit 2 registration forms.) 

Questions? Contact Barb Ingrassia 

Hope 2 C U @ MISSION U 

 

 

 
 

Thank You, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!!! 
 

To my Wesley family, 

You folks have been unbelievable in your support of me and I am SO grateful!!   

 Chloe Sundberg 

http://www.wesleyworc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/MISSION-u-Registration-form-for-HERALD.pdf
https://neumc-reg.brtapp.com/MissionU2021
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Did You Know 
 

Our recent celebration of Pentecost, which commemorates the giving of the Holy Spirit, reminds us 

that through the Holy Spirit God both gives us gifts as well as calls and enables us to use those gifts in 

his service in the church and community.  It is thus no surprise that the Old Testament lectionary 

lesson for Trinity Sunday, the first Sunday after Pentecost, is the story of Isaiah’s commission (Is 6:1-8), 

which we heard read on May 30.   In this scene of heavenly worship we hear a hymn of adoration 

“Holy, Holy, Holy” which in the worship of the church is incorporated into the Sanctus, the hymn of 

consecration occurring when the Communion elements of bread and wine are blessed.  

This dramatic story which portrays a heavenly throne room, flying seraphs, and burning coals searing 

the lips of a sinful observer includes many elements which biblical scholars have traditionally identified 

as being characteristic of the calling or commissioning reports of the prophets—divine confrontation, 

introductory word, commission, objection, reassurance, sign1. 

Did you know that this event is also depicted in the stained glass of Wesley’s sanctuary?  The three 

large windows on the upper side wall of the sanctuary on the lectern side each depict stories of God’s 

manifestation to well-known Old Testament figures; the window closest to the front of the sanctuary is 

based on Isaiah. The main central panel represents Isaiah’s vision of God, “I saw the Lord…high and 

lifted up” (Is. 6:1), while if you look closely at the panel on the right you can see the angel’s cleansing of 

Isaiah’s lips with the burning coal (Is. 6:6-7). 

Although most of us are not likely to experience such dramatic visions we can perhaps relate this story 

to the stages of the evolution of call in our own lives as we consider what God has gifted and called us 

to do.  It is then only left for us to respond as did Isaiah, “Here I am.  Send me.” 

 Submitted by,  

 Deborah O’Driscoll 

 
1 Petersen, David L. “Introduction to Prophetic Literature.” The New Interpreter's Bible Isaiah - Ezekiel (Volume 6). 
(Abingdon, 2001.) 
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WESLEY STAFF & LEADERSHIP TEAM 
Pastor  Rev. Byungmoo Lee 
Organist & Choir Director William Ness 
Ghanaian Choirmaster Desmond Cheetham 
Director of Children, Nan Gibbons 
 Youth & Family Ministries 
Music Assistant & Layleader Deborah O’Driscoll 
Church Business Administrator Tim Carty 
Church Financial Secretary  Lorna Mattus-Merrill 
Church Secretary Debi Reynolds 
Building Superintendent Tim Murphy 
Custodians April Dylewicz 
  Tom Friend  
  Gerard Piscitelli 
Sunday Security Phil Johnson 
Head Usher David Dagle 

Church Council Anthony Phillips 
Board of Trustees Gary Robinson 
Carty Cupboard Food Pantry Nancy Spencer 
Communion Stewards Rebecca Copeland 
  Linda D’Acri 
Finance & Stewardship Co-Chairs William Wong  
  Peter Hansen 
Ghanaian Association Paul Hayfron 
Hospitality Co-Chairs Vivian Assie 
Medical Ministry Ron Ramsay 
Mission Coordinator Betsy Pennino 
Staff-Parish Relations Tom Ingrassia 
Youth Directors Anthony & Adrienne Phillips 
United Methodist Women Co-Chairs Barbara Ingrassia  
  Allison Hansen

 


