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THE WESLEY HERALD 
 July 2021 

 
 

A Letter from Bishop Devadhar 
 

Beloved in Christ: 

Greetings in the precious and matchless name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Since our Annual Conference session, I have been receiving interesting feedback: questions, 
affirmations, painful statements, and observations.  

One of the questions is: Why is it important for us to be in Holy (or Christian) Conferencing as a 
denomination, annual conference, district, and local church? 

As I have been thinking about the centrality of Christian Conferencing, my thoughts go back again and 
again to a powerful episcopal address delivered by Bishop Joseph Yeakel in 1996 at the Northeastern 
Jurisdictional Conference. He said*: 

I’m ready to retire. I think it’s for the good of the Church … it’s time to retire. And if it happens 
today, at the end of this session, at the end of this speech, it’s okay with me … I’m ready. 
Yet there’s a part of me that says, “Oh, if I only had one wish, it would be to start all over … to start 
all over in a day when the Church is dis-established from everything except the God who brought 
the Church into being.”  And if I had the opportunity to make my wish come true, the second part 
of the wish would be this: I’d like to belong to a Church that’s just like what we’ve agreed to be in 
our covenants. I’d like to be a United Methodist! 

I’d like to be part of a Church that’s conciliar … 
I’d like to be a part of a connectional Church, where we stay at The Table … 
I’d like to be part of an itinerant Church … 
… I’d like to belong to an episcopal Church …  

In this and the next two issues of this letter, I will reflect on what Bishop Yeakel shared 25 years ago 
and what, in my opinion, are still the foundational values of United Methodism. 

In explaining a conciliar Church, he shared the following thoughts*: 

I’d like to be part of a Church that’s conciliar. Not tied to creeds and faith statements - although we 
use and need faith statements. But a Church that believes God is still speaking! And so we meet in 
council to counsel together to understand God’s will. A conciliar Church. 

When Asbury and Coke met over at Barrett’s Chapel, and Coke told Asbury that Father Wesley had 
sent him to ordain Asbury and to make him a General Superintendent (ultimately Bishop, although 
Wesley didn’t say that), Asbury responded saying, “I will if they elect me.” That was a strategic 
intervention. That act took the new Church out of Wesley’s hands and put it in the hands of the 
people who had to live in it.  We began as a council and continue to do so. A conciliar Church, 
counseling together to know the will of God for today. God has not yet spoken the last word.  
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That quote offers a lot to digest, reflect on, and think about! A United Methodist bishop, not a 
diocesan bishop elected by the diocese, is elected by jurisdictional laity and clergy and is assigned to 
serve a particular episcopal area for a limited amount of time. 

A United Methodist bishop is also a part of a jurisdictional College of Bishops and a Council of Bishops 
where bishops counsel and make decisions together! Likewise, it is very important for local churches, 
districts, annual conferences, and the General Conference to make decisions together after having 
listened to one another and discussed matters with one another. Yes, sometimes it is difficult to hear 
the truth in love. However, part of the job of a conciliar church is to have painful discussions and make 
tough decisions, so we remain true to one another. 

When I was a district superintendent, I went to local churches where I often heard, “Conference made 
that decision (or decisions).”  In those moments I used to say, “‘Conference’ is not ‘they,’ it is ‘we.’ An 
annual conference has lay members, clergy members, and equalization members to ensure clergy do 
not outnumber laity.” Usually at those moments, I would hear “I did not know that!” 

Beloved in Christ, Holy Conferencing is one of the means of grace within Methodism! That is why it is 
important for conference members to come fully prepared to make informed decisions. To facilitate 
these meaningful conversations, we have pre-conference briefings.  

In a different context, one of the great ecumenists of our time Dr. Jan Love said: 

“Conversations matter. They can reinforce or dispel stereotypes about people from radically 
different cultures such as ours … Conversations can be pleasant or unpleasant. They can 
be engaging or boring. They can reveal new insights or mask reality. They can contain powerfully 
meaningful exchanges when the participants are listening deeply, or they can be fairly meaningless 
because participants talk past one another … I define the quest for Christian unity as dialogue 
despite the offense.”** 

The 2021 Annual Conference session was a time of Holy Conferencing that was full of challenging 
conversations. These tough conversations revealed a lot about who we are as the New England 
Conference. As we continue to reflect about the meaning of these conversations, let us consider how 
they were “conciliar” in nature.  

Together, as leaders and members of the conference, we engage in discernment, deliberation, and 
debate — together, we make the decisions. The hard work is placed in our hands. 

As we continue to journey together into God’s promised future, I hope and pray as United Methodists 
that we continue to reflect on the question “What does conciliar mean to me and to us?”  

In Christ's love, 
 

Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar 

*Bishop Joseph H. Yeakel’s Episcopal Address, Journal of the Fifteenth Northeastern Jurisdictional Conference of 
The United Methodist Church, pp 66-67 

**Jan Love, Foreword: Conversations Matter in Unity of the Church and Human Sexuality: Toward a Faithful 
United Methodist Witness, Higher Education & Ministry, General Board of Higher Education and Ministry, The 
United Methodist Church, pp x, xii. 
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Special Prayers for these Wesley Family, Friends and Others… 
 

• Phil Johnson recovering at home. 

• Prosper Awuma, Mercy Peacock’s father, back in his long-term care facility. 

• Family and friends of George Proulx who died on June 29th. 

• Bill Wong for strength and healing as he continues his treatments plans. Also, prayers for the 
family. 

• Bill Kilmer now in Vibra Hospital of Western Mass – Central Campus, Rochdale. 

• Laura Zoldak is making progress and recovering at home. 

• Paul Keister who struggles with the effects of dementia. Pray for peace for him. 

• David Samanen 

• Ken Hedenburg, in a new area of Knollwood Nursing Center, 87 Briarwood Circle, Room 134, 
Worcester, MA 01606. 

• Pamela, Linda Keister’s sister, who has cancer. 

• For someone who struggles with depression, anxiety, and alcoholism. 

• Travelling mercy for all those who have traveled and will travel and those in the hospitals as well as 
those who could not join us today. 

• St. Vincent Nurses on strike 
 
 
 

Tower & Rose Window Lightings 
 

The Rose window lighting for July is given in loving memory of Bill Woodring by Blair, Karl, John, and 
Mary Jett Woodring. 

The Tower lighting for July is given in loving memory of Mable & Luther Marsh, and Evelyn & Martin 
Samanen by Carol, Dave, Steve, and Jeff Samanen. 
 
 

 

Announcements from Debi Reynolds, Church Secretary 
 

The August Herald will be mailed the week of August 2nd. All articles should be to Debi by Wednesday, 

July 28th please. Please email your article to me at office@wesleyworc.org.   Thank you in advance! 

Weekly Announcements…  If you have an announcement or information you would like to share with 

the congregation, please email me your document/announcement by 10 am Wednesday mornings.  

Moving?  If you have moved or are planning to move, please send a quick email or call the office to let 

me know your new address (and phone number if necessary).  We need to keep the database up to 

date.  Thank you for your cooperation.  

 

mailto:office@wesleyworc.org
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From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

Friends and families get together, and finally we take time off for picnics, trips, and vacations, etc.  We 

like spending time by the water in the summer: walking along the shore, sitting on the shore, 

swimming, fishing, …  I would like to share one simple thought.   

Water is a powerful symbol of our Christian faith.  While we focus on its sacred function, we easily 

ignore its nature and virtue.  Water always puts itself in low places.  It flows toward lower places.  The 

sea takes all the streams.  The sea is the lowest body of water in the world.  But it is the largest body of 

water in the world.  The sea’s secret method of collecting all the water is in lowering itself.  As the 

baptized people by the Holy Spirit and Water, our Christian life should be like water that runs toward 

lowland.  Downward solidarity that directs toward the low and the weak is true Christian life.    

I wish you may take a chance to contemplate the nature and virtue of water when you spend time at 

the riverside, lakeshore, or seashore during this summer.  Fully immersed in the blessings of the nature 

physically and spiritually! 

May God’s love and grace be with you, your family and friends! 

Moo 
 
 

 

Mission Matters 
 

JFON offers free immigrant legal services…   

As part of New England Justice for Our Neighbors, Worcester JFON provides free, high-quality 
immigration legal services for eligible individuals and families, advocates for immigrants’ rights and 
educates communities of faith and the public about its ministry of hospitality for immigrants. 

Worcester JFON and its partner, Central West Justice Center, conduct monthly clinics at Epworth 
United Methodist Church, 64 Salisbury St. The clinic is held on the third Monday of each month, except 
on holidays. 

Volunteers offer hospitality to clients and support to attorneys who provide free immigration legal 
services to individuals and families.     

JFON operates more than 50 clinics nationally, many located in United Methodist Churches. 

If you would like to volunteer, please email worcesterjfon@gmail.com. For more information visit the 
Worcester JFON page at newenglandjfon.org. 
 

 

 

mailto:worcesterjfon@gmail.com
http://newenglandjfon.org/
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HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!! 
 

We continue to have a plastic bin set up in the Narthex on Sundays for you to bring in a donation when 
you come to church.  If you prefer, you can drop your donation off during the week, Monday-Thursday 
from 10:00-3:00 while the office is open. 

Also, Gracie Burke is working on a new poster with a visual for this year's inventory that will be placed 
with the bin...Thank you Gracie! 

Thanksgiving Inventory (as of 07/06/21) 

 Corn 200 Desserts... Extras… 

 Cranberry sauce 11  Brownies 6  Canned Yams 10 

 Stuffing Mix 65  Cake Mix/Frosting  35/22  Pickles/Olives  9/4 

 Gravy 67  Pie filling/Crust mix 7/7  Coffee 27 

 Quick Bread 22     Misc 3 

Thank you for your continued support! Chris Flagg & Donna Hirtle 
 
 

 

Prevent Homelessness through Grocery Shopping 
 

Prevent Homelessness through Grocery Shopping 
Hope for Housing cards will be available to order in advance by emailing Allison Hansen at 
achis4788@aol.com by end of day August 3. She will have the cards available after church on Sunday, 
August 8. 

We have cards for Shaw's and Stop & Shop ($10, $25, $50, $100), Big Y ($25, $50, $100), CVS ($10, $20, 
$50), Panera and Dunkin' Donuts ($10, $25). 

While government exemptions remain in place temporarily, more and more families will be facing 
eviction and homelessness in the coming months. Buying grocery gift cards to use for your everyday 
shopping can help families remain in their homes! Thanks to bulk purchases from the stores, anywhere 
from 2 to 10% of the cards' value goes into the Hope for Housing fund to help cover back rent or utility 
bills for families in Worcester. 
 

 
 

United Methodist Women 
 

Nominate a Wesley Woman for Mission Recognition  

Each year, the United Methodist Women unit at Wesley recognizes a woman in our congregation for 
her dedication to mission and service to others. Membership in UMW is not required. Nomination 
forms will be available at church and on the church website. Please submit them by Sunday, 
September 19, 2021 by mail, in the designated box in the office or by email to umw@wesleyworc.org. 

~ Allison Hansen and Barbara Ingrassia, Co-presidents, UMW at Wesley 

mailto:achis4788@aol.com
mailto:umw@wesleyworc.org
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Did You Know 
 

Every week during Sunday morning worship we recite the Lord’s Prayer as part of our liturgy.  Most of 
us are probably aware that the text of this very familiar prayer is found in the Bible (Matthew 6:9-13 
and Luke 11:2-4).  Called the Lord’s Prayer because Jesus taught it to his disciples, this model prayer is 
one of the most common bonds among Christians of every tradition. Used at almost every service, the 
Lord’s Prayer has become the best known and most beloved Christian prayer in the world.  However, 
did you ever wonder why the (to us) well-known closing line (“For Thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory forever”) is not always recited as part of the Lord’s Prayer in all denominations?  
This familiar doxology, which commits all things to God’s purpose and glory, is included with the prayer 
in Anglican and other Protestant denominations.   Although this doxology is not used in the Roman 
church at all and was not used in the Protestant liturgy until its appearance in the Scottish Book of 
Common Prayer until 1662, it is believed that it was used by the Jews at the time of Christ.  It is in fact 
based on a more elaborate doxology from the Old Testament found in I Chronicles 29:11-13.  Not 
found in the earliest manuscripts of the New Testament, it was gradually introduced into the text of 
Matthew’s gospel as a later addition by Greek scribes.  

In terms of its use in Christian worship, the Lord’s Prayer has been used in the historic formal liturgies 
of the church since about 400 AD.  Its most traditional use in these liturgies is following the prayer of 
thanksgiving as preparation for Communion.  It is also likely that it was used earlier in other ways 
outside of the Communion liturgy.  The Didache (an early Christian worship and instruction manual 
from the end of the 1st century) includes the prayer and encourages the faithful to pray it three times a 
day.  As the model for all prayer, the Lord’s Prayer can be used anywhere in the service, and its 
placement within the service liturgy is more flexible in Protestant denominations, especially in services 
in which Communion is not served. In our current worship practice at Wesley, we most commonly 
recite it as the conclusion to the Prayers of the People. 

At one time in the history of the Roman Mass the Lord’s Prayer was sung by the priest alone but came 
to be recited or sung by both priest and people.  In the Protestant tradition it certainly has been used 
as a corporate prayer of the people and is probably the one prayer text known by memory by large 
numbers of worshipers.  Knowing the text by heart hopefully allows for internalization of its meaning 
and reveals the true nature of worship as a corporate act by a priestly body. As the text of the Lord’s 
Prayer includes various attitudes essential for worship—adoration, submission, confession, petition, 
and dedication—we should always be mindful to pray this prayer not just “by heart” but truly from the 
heart. 

 Submitted by,  

 Deborah O’Driscoll 
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WESLEY STAFF & LEADERSHIP TEAM 
Pastor  Rev. Byungmoo Lee 
Organist & Choir Director William Ness 
Ghanaian Choirmaster Desmond Cheetham 
Director of Children, Nan Gibbons 
 Youth & Family Ministries 
Music Assistant & Layleader Deborah O’Driscoll 
Church Business Administrator Tim Carty 
      & Financial Secretary 
Church Secretary Debi Reynolds 
Building Superintendent Tim Murphy 
Custodians April Dylewicz 
  Tom Friend  
  Gerard Piscitelli 
Sunday Security Phil Johnson 
Head Usher David Dagle 

Church Council Anthony Phillips 
Board of Trustees Gary Robinson 
Carty Cupboard Food Pantry Nancy Spencer 
Communion Stewards Rebecca Copeland 
  Linda D’Acri 
Finance & Stewardship Co-Chairs William Wong  
  Peter Hansen 
Ghanaian Association Paul Hayfron 
Hospitality Co-Chairs Vivian Assie 
Medical Ministry Ron Ramsay 
Mission Coordinator Betsy Pennino 
Staff-Parish Relations Tom Ingrassia 
Youth Directors Anthony & Adrienne Phillips 
United Methodist Women Co-Chairs Barbara Ingrassia  
  Allison Hansen

 


