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Wesley United Methodist Church 
10:00 AM Sunday Worship August 29, 2021 

14th Sunday after Pentecost 

At Wesley we foster a sanctuary culture by creating a safe environment where all feel welcomed, 
loved, accepted, valued, and affirmed for who they are, through intentional practices such as 

empathy, compassion, generosity, hospitality, and inclusion. 

For the safety of every worshipper, please observe the following guidelines regardless of your 
vaccine status.   

- Wear a mask covering your mouth and nose all the time during worship.

- Keep social distancing in your sanctuary seating.

- Children must stay with their accompanying adult(s).

- No congregational singing during the entire worship service because Worcester 
Covid status has changed. 

- Please let an usher know if you have questions, need assistance, or have a concern 
about health or safety.

Prelude Hymn to Joy 

Rejoice 

William Ness, organ 

Wayne Wold b. 1954 

Emma Lou Diemer b. 1927 

Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea roar, and the fullness thereof. 
Let the field be joyful, and all that is therein: then shall all the trees of the wood rejoice. 

Psalm 96: 11-12 
Greeting & Announcement 

*Call to Worship Judith Barton, Liturgist 

One: Come to us even now O God of life; 

Many: Fill this sanctuary with your presence!   

One: We praise your name and rejoice in your love; 

Many: We stand in utter amazement of who you are!     

One: Everyone who calls upon you will find fulfillment; 

Many: They will rejoice forever, because you are God! 

All: Rejoice and give thanks!  Amen.      

Hymn Interpretation 

Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
UMH 89 

Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love;  
hearts unfold like flowers before thee, opening to the sun above. 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; drive the dark of doubt away. 

Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day! 

 Please Stand 
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Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blest,  
wellspring of the joy of living, ocean depth of happy rest!  

Thou our Father, Christ our brother, all who live in love are thine; 
teach us how to love each other, lift us to the joy divine.   

Common Prayer (unison) 

Loving God, we thank you and give you praise because you have made it possible for the 
heart of Christ to take shape within us by the power of your Holy Spirit.  You have placed 
within our hands the mission of Christ and the responsibility for reaching the world with 
your Good News.  We are amazed at the trust and value you have placed upon us.  Help 
us to be doers of the Good News and not hearers only.  Fill us with hope, joy, and love 
that we might faithfully represent you in the days that lie ahead.  In the name of Jesus our 
Christ, we pray.  Amen.      

Praise and Adoration Interpretation Desmond Cheatham, keyboard 

We Will Celebrate Our God 

We will celebrate our God!... 
Let his banner be raised, let his glory be seen. 
We will celebrate our God!... 

Praise, O’ praise, my God and King 

Praise, O praise, my God and King.   
Hymns of adoration, sing;  
For his mercies, shall endure; Ever faithful, ever sure ... 

Alleluia, Alleluia!  
King of Kings and Lord of Lords! 
For his mercies, shall endure; Ever faithful ever sure... 

Prayers of the People & the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen.  

Solo I Will Sing and Make Music Calvin Taylor b. 1948 
First Performance in Worcester Lanu Stoddart, soprano 

I will sing and give praise, 
I will make music, I will sing praises; 

 I will awaken the dawn with my song. 
I will sing aloud of Thy power, 

Yea, I will sing aloud of Thy mercy, 
In the morning will I sing. 
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For You have been my refuge, 
In the day of my trouble, 

And in the day of my distress. 

Weeping may endure for a night 
But joy cometh in the morning, 
But joy cometh with the dawn. 

God Himself shall be with them, and be their God. 
And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes, 

And God shall wipe away all their tears. 
And there shall be no more death, 

Neither sorrow, nor crying. 
Neither shall there be anymore pain, 

For the former things are passed away. 

I will awaken the dawn with my song, 
I will sing and make music. 

I will sing of Thy mercy and Thy power forever, 
I will sing and give praise! 

Text adapted by Calvin Taylor from the Psalms and Revelation 

*Gospel Reading Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

Message Rev. Byungmoo Lee  

Hymn Interpretation Lord, I Want to Be a Christian UMH 402 

Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart, in my heart; 
Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart. 

In my heart, in my heart, Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart. 

Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart, in my heart; 
Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart. 

In my heart, in my heart, Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart.  

Benediction 

Postlude William Ness, organ 

Lord, I Want to Be a Christian Emma Lou Diemer 

On your way out you may leave your tithe/offering and attendance slip in the offering plate 
at the back of the sanctuary. You can also mail your offering to the church or give online via 
church website (wesleyworc.org).  

 Please Stand 
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08-29-21 FOR THE JOURNEY THIS WEEK

“If we want to examine the heart of our religious faith, we must be willing to explore 
honestly whether our attitudes and actions reveal genuine love for God and compassion 

for others.” 
- Dawn Ottoni Wilhelm



Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

Questions for Reflection — 
 Is it a regular practice for you to engage spiritual self-examination? What are the barriers to

your doing so? What do you need in order to be honest with yourself about the state of your
heart and soul? Are there areas of your life in which you sense a disconnect between what 
you believe in your heart and the actions you take? What will help you reconcile that 
disconnect?  

 Are there religious practices with which you are uncomfortable? Why? With what religious
practices do you regularly engage? Why are those practices important to you? Are there any
other practices with which you might engage to encourage faithful living? What ritual
activities and spiritual practices might help us as a congregation cultivate a meaningful
relationship with God? What might promote loving relationships with and compassion for our
neighbors?

 What does it look like for you to be a doer and not just a hearer of God’s Word? What would
it look like for you to be filled with hope? With joy? With love? How can we as a congregation
be doers and not just hearers of God’s word? What would it look like for us to be a community
filled with hope? With joy? With love?

Daily Household Prayer 
Loving God, we thank you and give you praise because you have made it possible for the heart 
of Christ to take shape within us by the power of your Holy Spirit.  You have placed within our 
hands the mission of Christ and the responsibility for reaching the world with your Good News. 
We are amazed at the trust and value you have placed upon us.  Help us to be doers of the 
Good News and not hearers only.  Fill us with hope, joy, and love that we might faithfully 
represent you in the days that lie ahead.  In the name of Jesus our Christ, we pray.  Amen.   

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/55813.Parker_J_Palmer


Wesley United Methodist Church, Worcester, MA 

Sunday Announcements for August 29, 2021 

Special Prayers for these Wesley Family, Friends and Others… 

• Phil Johnson at home

• David Samanen

• Bill Wong

• Paul Keister

• Bill Kilmer

• Ken Hedenburg

• Pamela, Linda Keister’s sister

• St. Vincent Nurses on strike

• Those who struggle with depression,

anxiety, and alcoholism

• Betsy Pennino who fell and fractured her wrist.

• Al D’Ambra who was hospitalized for surgery who is now home.

• David Samanen and family on the death of his younger brother, Tom.  Pray for Tom’s family

during this time as well.

• The family of June Knox who passed away last week.

From the Church Office… 

Debi Reynolds will be on vacation from August 16th through August 27th. Please send her an email 
and she will reply when she returns to the office on Monday, August 30th.  If you need immediate 
assistance, please contact Tim Carty in the office at 508-799-4191 ext. 111 or send an email to 
tim.carty@wesleyworc.org. 

Summer hours for Wesley…  During the months of July and August the church office will be open 
Monday-Thursday, 9 am – 3:30 pm. If you have church business, please call or email Debi (x102) or Tim 
(x 111) in the office prior to coming.  Please note: the church will be closed on Friday’s during the 
summer.  

Scheduling Meetings & Events…  To schedule an event please email Tim (tim.carty@wesleyworc.org) 
and Debi (office@wesleyworc.org) with the Group Name, Person in Charge, Date and Time and the 
room you’d like to use.  Either Tim or I will respond to you within 7 business days.  We will schedule 
requests on a first come first serve basis.  Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 
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