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THE WESLEY HERALD 
 August 2021 

 
 

A Letter from Bishop Devadhar 
 

Beloved in Christ: 

Greetings in the precious name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

In our last "Together in Christ" (TIC), I shared highlights of our United Methodist Covenant as 
presented by the late Bishop Joseph Yeakel, in which he stated: 

I’d like to belong to a Church that’s just like what we’ve agreed to be in our covenants. 
I’d like to be a United Methodist! 
I’d like to be part of a Church that’s conciliar … 
I’d like to be a part of a connectional Church, where we stay at The Table … 
I’d like to be part of an itinerant Church … 
… I’d like to belong to an episcopal Church … "[1] 

As you may remember, I also shared the conciliar nature of the Covenant. Today I would like to reflect 
on the nature of a "connectional Church.”[2] 

Expounding on this point, Bishop Yeakel stated: 

I’d like to be a part of a connectional Church, where we stay at The Table. That's what 
connection means. Bishop [Judith] Craig was absolutely right when she held up this 
commitment to the General Conference ... the key is not that which separates us, but that 
which keeps us at The Table. The Sacrament of the bread and the cup is what makes us 
[siblings] in Christ. Not what we think or feel, or the pain that may be in our hearts at this 
particular moment, but The Table holds us together. We are a connectional Church.  
Uniformity is not our goal, unity is ... connected in the Lordship of Christ. 

What does it mean to stay at The Table as baptized Christians? 

Though we have different perspectives on that, may I share with you a powerful sermon I heard on this 
topic by Dr. Priscilla Pope-Levison, professor at Perkins School of Theology, Southern Methodist 
University, Dallas, where she shared her personal story: 

When I got married nearly 30 years ago, I gained not only a spouse, Jack Levison, but also, I 
gained a yellow Formica table. The table had stood in the kitchen of his family’s Levitt home in 
Hicksville, NY. 

Jack loved the table so much that he asked to have it when his parents downsized. Every move 
Jack and I made, from North Carolina to Ohio to Illinois, back to North Carolina and now out to 
Seattle, we loaded the yellow Formica table into the moving van, unloaded it and set it up in 
our kitchen. 
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On a spring evening in North Carolina, about 15 years ago, that table became the occasion for a 
pivotal time of transformation and reconciliation in our marriage. Jack and I had a particularly 
hard, long lasting argument, the kind that simmers and brews for a long time, slowly gaining 
steam before it erupts like a volcano. 

We came to that evening completely exhausted. We were both teaching full-time at Duke, and 
we had two young children, one of whom didn’t sleep well, which meant that I, in particular, 
being a light sleeper, spent many nights wide awake. 

I have long forgotten what exactly sparked the argument, but I remember distinctly that we sat 
in the kitchen at the yellow Formica table while we talked and argued and cried long into the 
night. 

But here’s the good news: At some point, we agreed to stay at the yellow table, we agreed not 
to disengage or walk away in a huff. And that agreement, made at the table has anchored our 
marriage ever since. You see, the agreement came to represent for us the moment we also 
decided not to walk away from our marriage, and the yellow table became a symbol for us of 
lifelong transformation and reconciliation. 

Why do I begin with this story? Because transformation and reconciliation stand at the heart of 
Jesus’ teaching on table fellowship.[3] 

Dr. Pope-Levison is correct! “Transformation and reconciliation stand at the heart of Jesus’ teaching on 
table fellowship.” 

Bishop Yeakel is also correct: Our commitment to the Lordship of Jesus Christ holds us together at The 
Table. 

Think of the many times Jesus sought peace and reconciliation at The Table. Jesus often was at odds 
with the Pharisees, yet he sat down to eat with them (see Luke 7:36; Luke 11:37). Jesus revealed 
himself to the forlorn Emmaus disciples when he sat down to break bread with them (Luke 24:30). He 
sat down with those deemed sinners (Luke 5:29-30). When Jesus’ “hour had come,” he sat down with 
his disciples to break bread and share the cup (Luke 22:14). Jesus got up from the table to wash the 
feet of his disciples (John 13:4). 

The Table, where we are in fellowship and share food, is a place we can bring our whole selves to 
others to work out differences, find common ground, and move forward together. 

Beloved in Christ, we often say we are part of a connectional church, but what does that mean? What 
does it mean for us to be a part of the connectional church? 

When we join a local United Methodist Church, we also become part of the global United Methodist 
Church! What does it mean to us to stay at The Table to advance the reign of God as disciples filled 
with the power of the Holy Spirit? 

Ever since I heard Dr. Pope-Levison's story about her yellow table, that image has remained in my mind 
and heart. 
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Many times we tend to keep silent, not raise questions or rock the boat in order to keep the peace. But 
often this a false peace. In the Church, our inability to doubt or raise questions has made our witness 
weak! As Dr. Pope-Levison said, talking, arguing, and crying are also essential parts of staying at The 
Table. 

I am excited that many of you, as individuals and in groups, are reading Dr. Brian D. McLaren's book, 
Faith after Doubt: Why Your Beliefs Stopped Working and What to Do About It.[4] 

At a planning meeting with Dr. McLaren for our conference-wide book discussion series this fall, I 
shared some of the positive comments I am hearing about the book from across the conference. 

In his book, Brian outlines four stages of faith development: Simplicity, Complexity, Perplexity, and 
Harmony 

Personally, as I reflect on the words of Bishop Yeakel and Dr. Pope-Levison in this context, I believe that 
in order to arrive at the stage of harmony - living a life of love - we must first go through stages of 
simplicity, complexity, and perplexity! Is this not the DNA of class meetings? 

To gain a greater measure of maturity in our faith, like those who attended John Wesley’s class 
meetings, we are at The Table to help one another live our faith daily and to challenge one another to 
deepen our walk with Christ. We should seek to go beyond faith as a set of “correct beliefs” and 
instead embrace “faith expressing itself as love.” 

Registration for the discussion series will open soon. It is my hope that our discussions with Brian, 
which can include 500 participants, will be completely filled before the registration deadline of Sept. 9, 
2021. 

I expect these four conversations with Brian will be rich and robust and may lead to a new spirit and 
energy among our clergy and laity -inspiring us not only to stay at The Table, but to extend The Table 
by adding leaves until there is a place for each and every one of God’s children.  

In Christ's love, 
 

 

Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar 

 

[1] Bishop Joseph Yeakel’s Episcopal Address delivered at the 1996 Northeastern Jurisdictional Conference, 

Amherst, MA. 

[2] ibid 

[3] Pope-Levison, Priscilla. “Table Fellowship” delivered at the 2012 UMW Jurisdictional Event, Hershey, PA. 

[4] McLaren, Brian.  Faith after Doubt: Why Your Beliefs Stopped Working and What to Do About It. NY, NY: St. 

Martin's Publishing Group. 
 
 

 

https://neumc-email.brtapp.com/!GTAgCc-Ueomvvd0qvSgxrmXIQXgje8MaVaj-ycA9FBx5nzDquyo5KDQCeGhLKqvE0
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Special Prayers for these Wesley Family, Friends and Others… 
 

• Phil Johnson in Harrington Hospital recovering from surgery last week. 

• Donald McLaren preparing for surgery on Monday, August 9th. 

• Bill Wong for strength and healing as he continues his treatments plans. Prayers for his family. 

• Bill Kilmer now in Vibra Hospital of Western Mass – Central Campus, Rochdale.  If you’d like to visit, 
please call to make an appointment. 

• Paul Keister who struggles with the effects of dementia. Pray for peace for him. 

• David Samanen 

• Ken Hedenburg, in a new area of Knollwood Nursing Center, 87 Briarwood Circle, Room 134, 
Worcester, MA 01606. 

• Pamela, Linda Keister’s sister, who has cancer. 

• Those who struggle with depression, anxiety, and alcoholism. 

• Travelling mercy for all those who have traveled and will travel and those in the hospitals as well as 
those who could not join us today. 

• St. Vincent Nurses on strike 
 
 
 

Tower Window Lighting 
 

The Tower Lighting for August is given by Nancy Cook in memory of her parents Olga and Walter Cook 
on their 76th anniversary on August 14th (VJ Day!). 
 
 

 

Announcements from the Church Office 
 

The September Herald will be mailed the week of September 6th. All articles should be to Debi by 

Friday, September 3rd. Please email your article to me at office@wesleyworc.org.   Thank you in 

advance! 

Moving or Are You Moving?  If you have moved or are planning to move, please send a quick email or 

call the office to let me know your new address (and phone number if necessary).  We need to keep 

the database up to date.  Thank you for your cooperation.  

Upcoming Vacation Schedules… 

Moo is on vacation from August 5th through August 18th.  If you need any pastoral care, please 
contact Jim Hoffman at jhoffman24661@yahoo.com or at 860-965-2575. 

Debi Reynolds will be on vacation from August 16th through August 27th. Please send her an email 
and she will reply when she returns to the office on Monday, August 30th.  If you need immediate 
assistance, please contact Tim Carty in the office at 508-799-4191 ext. 111 or send an email to 
tim.carty@wesleyworc.org. 

mailto:office@wesleyworc.org
mailto:jhoffman24661@yahoo.com
mailto:tim.carty@wesleyworc.org
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Tim Carty will be on vacation from August 23rd to August 26th.  During this time the church office 
will be closed.  

Summer hours for Wesley…  During the months of July and August the church office will be open 
Monday-Thursday, 9 am – 3:30 pm. If you have church business, please call or email Debi (x102) or 
Tim (x 111) in the office prior to coming.  Please note: the church will be closed on Friday’s during 
the summer.  

Scheduling Meetings & Events…  To schedule an event please email Tim (tim.carty@wesleyworc.org) 
and Debi (office@wesleyworc.org) with the Group Name, Person in Charge, Date and Time and the 
room you’d like to use.  Either Tim or I will respond to you within 7 business days.  We will schedule 
requests on a first come first serve basis.  Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 

 
 

 

Wesley follows CDC Mask Guidance 
 

Wesley UMC follows CDC guidance on masks. The CDC updated its mask guidance on July 27 with a 
recommendation that fully vaccinated people wear a mask in public indoor settings in areas 
of substantial or high transmission.  

The CDC COVID Data Tracker currently indicates a substantial level of community transmission in 
Worcester County. As a result:  

• Wesley will require masks indoors at the church building while Worcester County remains at a 
substantial or high level of community transmission.   

• Wesley will continue to require masks in the sanctuary during worship services regardless of 
the level of transmission.  

The CDC notes that fully vaccinated people might choose to mask regardless of the level of 
transmission, particularly if they or someone in their household is immunocompromised or 
at increased risk for severe disease, or if someone in their household is unvaccinated. People who are 
at increased risk for severe disease include older adults and those who have certain medical 
conditions, such as diabetes, overweight or obesity, and heart conditions. 

Limited singing will continue during worship services. The Summer Survey indicated a strong interest in 
singing with masks in worship and following CDC mask guidance. Wesley is taking a cautious approach 
to singing by following the steps recommended to mitigate the risks of singing that were developed 
when everyone was unvaccinated.  

We continue to urge everyone to get a vaccination and are pleased that some people were able to 
receive a vaccination at Wesley. The vaccine clinic will return after church on August 22. Vaccinations 
are also available at pharmacies and other locations in Worcester and the surrounding area.  

The Reentry Team will monitor ongoing developments and reevaluate as necessary.  
 

mailto:tim.carty@wesleyworc.org
mailto:office@wesleyworc.org
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated-guidance.html
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html
https://vaxfinder.mass.gov/
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Carty Cupboard Food Pantry 
 

Thank You to everyone who has donated bags lately. Right now we ONLY need paper grocery bags with 
handles please, we don't need any other kinds of bags, plastic or paper, we have plenty. 

Item of the Month... 

AUGUST... nice sturdy backpacks for ages 5-15.... we have plenty of supplies from past years to put in 
them, so just the backpacks please. 

SEPTEMBER... hearty lower sodium canned soups 

OCTOBER... meals in a can 

You can leave your Item of the Month purchases in the Carty Cupboard basket in Brewer Hall.  Thank 
You for taking the time to think of those in need while you shop. 

The final tally from the Stop and Shop Blooming for 4 Good program for the month of June was 
$109.00. Thank You to anyone who made a purchase. 
 ~ Nancy 

 
 

 
 

Prevent Homelessness through Grocery Shopping 
 

Help Families Facing Eviction/Homelessness 

With government exemptions expiring, more and more families will be facing eviction and 

homelessness in the coming months. Buying grocery gift cards to use for your everyday shopping can 

help families remain in their homes! Thanks to bulk purchases from the stores, anywhere from 2 to 

10% of the cards' value goes into the Hope for Housing fund to help cover back rent or utility bills for 

families in Worcester. 

On sale now: cards in $10, $25, $50 and $100 denominations for Shaw's and Stop & Shop, $25, $50  

and $100 for Big Y. Also CVS $10, $20 and $50 cards, plus Panera and Dunkin Donuts for $10 and $25.  

Pre-orders due by end of day Tuesday, August 3 for pick up after church Sunday, August 8. Please email 

Allison Hansen at AChis4788@aol.com with your order today!  Cards will be available to purchase on 

Sunday as well. 
 

mailto:AChis4788@aol.com
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Adults Sunday School 
 

Beginning September 12th at 9:00 am the adult class will begin a new study featuring: 

The Walk 

Five Essential Practices of the Christian Life 

by Adam Hamilton 

Hamilton is the senior pastor of the United Methodist Church of the Resurrection in Leawood Kansas, 
one of the fastest growing, most highly visible churches in the country. The Church Report named 
Hamilton’s congregation the most influential mainline church in America. 

The author of many books on the Christian life, Hamilton gives five practices for us to study: 

1. Worship & Prayer: A living Hallelujah 

2. Study: The importance of Listening and Paying Attention  

3. Serve: Here I Am, Lord, Send Me 

4. Give: Where Your Treasure Is… 

5. Share: Going Fishing, Reflecting Light 

6. The Five Practices from the Cross 

According to the author, these are five essential practices that are rooted in Jesus’ own walk with God 
and taught throughout the New Testament. Each is, or should be part of our daily walk with Christ and 
an essential part of growing together in the church. 

Because of the uncertainty about groups meeting due to Covid, this class may be in person, or via 
Zoom or a combination of the two.  

Please let me know if you intend to join us at jhoffman24661@yahoo.com so we can order book a 
book for you. 

 Jim Hoffman 
 
 

 

Nominate a Wesley Woman for Mission Recognition 
 

Each year, the United Methodist Women unit at Wesley recognizes a woman in our congregation for 
her dedication to mission and service to others. Membership in UMW is not required.  

Nomination forms are available at church and on the church website. Please submit them by Sunday, 
September 19, 2021 by mail, in the designated box in the office or by email to umw@wesleyworc.org. 

 Allison Hansen and Barbara Ingrassia 

 Co-presidents, UMW at Wesley 

mailto:jhoffman24661@yahoo.com
mailto:umw@wesleyworc.org
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Thank You, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!!! 
 

To all my Dear Wesley Friends and Family ~ 

Thank you, Thank You so very much for all the kind and wonderful support shown to me during my 
recent down time.  Your prayers, your cards and your calls during my hospitalizations, multiple tests, 
ancillary procedures, surgery, and recent time at Knollwood Nursing Home were an inspiration and 
source of strength. At this time the outlook is improved. There is hope, comfort, and a positive attitude. 

I want you to know that it is truly my belief that your supplications on my behalf played an important 
part in the upgrading of the original dire diagnosis. 

You have blessed me; I wish for you to be blessed as well. 

God’s Grace to All,  Chloe Sundberg 
 

 

Did You Know 
 

For several weeks this month the lectionary Gospel reading comes from John 6, in which we hear 

John's version of the feeding of the five thousand, as well as Jesus' declaration, “I am the bread of life.” 

Since bread was a basic staple of life in biblical times, it is not surprising that we find many other 

images of bread in the Bible, and each month as we celebrate Communion during worship, we are 

reminded of the important symbol of bread.  As Christians, we recall Jesus’ words at the institution of 

the Lord’s Supper, “This is my body” and for us it becomes the bread of life.   

Because bread was so important in the diet of biblical peoples, oftentimes it is used to designate food 

in general.   In a practical way, bread was often a sign of hospitality.  In addition, bread also played an 

important role in the religious rituals of Old Testament times—bread was one of the traditional 

sacrificial offerings to God in Temple worship, and 12 loaves of bread “showbread” or “bread of the 

presence” were kept on a table before the Holy of Holies in the tabernacle in the wilderness and later 

in the temple in Jerusalem.  Unleavened bread has been used to commemorate the Passover since 

biblical times. 

Miracle stories show us that the ultimate source of bread is God—from the provision of the manna in 

the wilderness and Elisha’s feeding of hungry men in the Old Testament to the New Testament stories 

of Jesus’ feeding of thousands, the only miracle reported in all four Gospels.  In the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus 

taught us to pray for “our daily bread,” a phrase with both literal and symbolic meaning. 

Bread is indeed a potent and pervasive symbol in the bible and for us as well.  The Dictionary of Biblical 

Imagery (IVP, 1998) summarizes it this way: “Bread is one of many biblical images that…yields a picture 

of salvation history and biblical doctrine in microcosm…bread as a staple of life that comes to all 

people from God’s providence, miraculous sustenance of life of God’s chosen people in their 

wilderness wanderings at the time of the Exodus, the spiritual reality of faith in Christ and his atoning 

death, and the participation in the coming eschatological messianic banquet.” 

 Submitted by, Deborah O’Driscoll 
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WESLEY STAFF & LEADERSHIP TEAM 
Pastor  Rev. Byungmoo Lee 
Organist & Choir Director William Ness 
Ghanaian Choirmaster Desmond Cheetham 
Director of Children, Nan Gibbons 
 Youth & Family Ministries 
Music Assistant & Layleader Deborah O’Driscoll 
Church Business Administrator Tim Carty 
      & Financial Secretary 
Church Secretary Debi Reynolds 
Building Superintendent Tim Murphy 
Custodians April Dylewicz 
  Tom Friend  
  Gerard Piscitelli 
Sunday Security Phil Johnson 
Head Usher David Dagle 

Church Council Anthony Phillips 
Board of Trustees Gary Robinson 
Carty Cupboard Food Pantry Nancy Spencer 
Communion Stewards Rebecca Copeland 
  Linda D’Acri 
Finance & Stewardship Co-Chairs William Wong  
  Peter Hansen 
Ghanaian Association Paul Hayfron 
Hospitality Co-Chairs Vivian Assie 
Medical Ministry Ron Ramsay 
Mission Coordinator Betsy Pennino 
Staff-Parish Relations Tom Ingrassia 
Youth Directors Anthony & Adrienne Phillips 
United Methodist Women Co-Chairs Barbara Ingrassia  
  Allison Hansen

 


