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THE WESLEY HERALD 
 September 2021 

 
 

A Letter from Bishop Devadhar 
 

Beloved in Christ: 

Greetings in the precious name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

In my last two letters, I shared highlights of our United Methodist Covenant as presented by the late 
Bishop Joseph Yeakel, in which he stated:  

I’d like to belong to a Church that’s just like what we’ve agreed to be in our covenants.  
I’d like to be a United Methodist!  

I’d like to be part of a Church that’s conciliar …  
I’d like to be a part of a connectional Church, where we stay at The Table …  

I’d like to be part of an itinerant Church …  
… I’d like to belong to an episcopal Church … "*  

As you may remember, in my previous letters I considered the conciliar and connectional natures of 

the Covenant. Today, I would like to reflect on being an itinerant Church.  

Expounding on this, Bishop Yeakel said, 

I'd like to be a part of an itinerant Church. I grew up in a call system church. I chose to accept the 

itinerant ministry in the life of this Church knowing fully (or I thought I knew fully) what it meant. I 
never believed that I would occupy this office in the life of the Church; and I certainly never believed I'd 

occupy it this long. If I have one concern for us as a Church in our covenants of polity, it's around the 
itineracy. We are those who are not called to be called — we are those who are called to be 

sent [italics added]. If we lose the understanding and commitment to "sent-ness" — and that applies to 
bishops as well as probationary members — then, we are in deep trouble. I believe in a sent ministry! 

And I pray that the laity will understand that the only ones who can be sent to them are those whom 
they first send to be sent. So, if you don't want them, don't send them. 

Bishop Yeakel has wonderfully articulated for us one of the central pieces of our polity: the beauty and 

power of itineracy. 

Many a time our district superintendents or I are asked: Why don't we choose pastors like the 
Congregationalists, Presbyterians, or Episcopalians? 

I always respond by sharing the words of Bishop Yeakel: "... [please] understand that the only ones 
who can be sent to them are those whom they first send to be sent. So, if you don't want them, don't 

send them.” 

I further explain by sharing that no clergyperson in The United Methodist Church becomes 
clergy unless the laity of his/her local church, through a written ballot, approves the person's call. The 
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church's laity affirms the person's call and moves their desire forward on behalf of the entire United 

Methodist Church. 

Bishop Yeakel was correct when he said, "if you don't want them, don't send them," as there is a 

chance, in our itinerant system, a person sent by their local church may become the pastor of 
that same church one day. 

This is indeed the spirit and the DNA of The United Methodist Church! 

John Wesley wrote:  

I look upon all the world as my parish; thus far I mean, that in whatever part of it I am [as in Acts 1:8-
9], I judge it meet, right, and my bounden duty, to declare unto all that are willing to hear [all ethnoi, as 

in Matthew 28], the glad tidings of salvation. This is the work which I know God has called me to and 
sure I am that his blessing attends it. Great encouragement have I therefore to be faithful in fulfilling 

the work he hath given me to do. 

As itinerant preachers, United Methodist clergy are sent to places of ministry and mission where their 
gifts and graces are needed most by the Resident Bishop of their home conference (following the 

proper consultation with all the parties involved).  

This also means that the local church or ministry setting can be assured that the Bishop and Cabinet 
have confidence in the gifts and graces of the clergyperson sent to them. Through itineracy, churches 

and other ministry sites receive clergy who may not have considered — or even known about — their 
ministry otherwise.  

As an ethnic person reflecting on my own ministerial journey, I realize I would not have gone to 
churches where I have served if I were a part of a calling church. Thank God for the sending nature of 

our polity. For though I felt at times my gifts and graces were not the right fit for a particular ministerial 
setting, my District Superintendent and Bishop saw it differently, and they were right!  

Bishop Yeakel said, "If I have one concern for us as a Church in our covenants of polity, it's around the 

itineracy." May we deeply embrace that concern as a blessing, so we may all experience John Wesley's 
vision and “look upon all the world as [our] parish" in which to extend the Reign of God in this 

universe.  

May God be our anchor, Christ be our Savior, and Holy Spirit be our guide in our sacred journey as 
baptized Christians.  

In Christ's love, 
 

 

Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar 

 

* As quoted in Albert Outler the Churchman, by Bob W. Parrott (Anderson, Indiana: Bristol Books, p. 423. 

Sermon 42: World Methodism’s World Parish — Then and Now, a quote from John Wesley’s Journal entry for 

June 11, 1739, taken from The Works of John Wesley, Vol. 19, Journals and Diaries II (1738-1743), eds. W. 

Reginald Ward and Richard P. Heitzenrater, Nashville: Abingdon, 1990, 67). 
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Special Prayers for these Wesley Family, Friends and Others… 
 

• Bruce Nichols in ICU at UMass Hospital, and his wife Judy and their family during this time. 

• Tim Murphy for health and healing 

• Anthony Brima for continued healing 

• Phil Johnson for continued healing 

• Peter Woodcock at home waiting for surgery 

• Bill Wong for strength and healing as he continues his treatments plans. Prayers for his family. 

• Bill Kilmer now in St. Mary’s Health Care Center, 39 Queen Street, Worcester, MA  01610. 

• Jane Borthwick at Knollwood Nursing Center, 87 Briarwood Circle, Rm 132A, Worcester, MA 01606. 

• Paul Keister who struggles with the effects of dementia. Pray for peace for him. 

• David Samanen 

• Ken Hedenburg 

• Betsy Pennino with a fractured wrist. 

• Pamela, Linda Keister’s sister, who has cancer. 

• Those who struggle with depression, anxiety, and alcoholism. 

• Those in Afghanistan 

• Those who are suffering from the hurricane 

• Those in Haiti who have lost so much 

• St. Vincent Nurses on strike 

Congratulations to Harry & Nancy Spencer and daughter Erin and family on the birth of Erin’s twins 
on Friday, September 10th.  Wyatt and Layla and mom are doing well.  Their big sisters Alana and 
Autumn are very excited. 

Best Wishes to Jeanne and Dileep Dhavale in their new home in PA. Their address is 453 South Ithan 
Avenue, Bryn Mawr, PA 19010. 
 
 
 

Tower Window Lighting 
 

The Rose Window lighting for September is given in loving memory of Ralph W. Ellis by his family. 

The Tower lighting for September is given in loving memory of Rev. Blaine Taylor by Lois Taylor. 
 
 

 

Announcements from the Church Office 
 

The October Herald will be mailed the week of October 13th. All articles should be to Debi by Friday, 
October 8th. Please email your article to me at office@wesleyworc.org.   Thank you in advance! 

Folding Chairs…  Did you borrow plastic folding chairs from Wesley Church in the past year?  If so, 
please check to make sure you have returned them.  We are missing approximately 100 chairs.  These 
are needed for upcoming events.  Thank you. 

mailto:office@wesleyworc.org
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From the Pastor’s Desk… 
 

Dear Friends,  

It is a blessing to pray for others and for our world, especially for the vulnerable.  And we pray for 
God’s grace to help us to listen for God’s call in our neighbors near and far who are voiceless and 
powerless, who suffer greatly and silently.   

People of Haiti and Afghanistan have been in our prayers for the last several weeks.  We also pray for 
the people in our own country suffer from climate crisis related disasters, particularly wildfires and 
hurricanes which are getting worse each year.   

One thing we always do together, as God’s children, as Methodists, in the midst of tragedy is to relieve 
the suffering of our sisters and brothers with practical support.  UMCOR (United Methodist Committee 
on Relief) has been the center of our communal efforts in the U.S. and around the world for over 80 
years.  UMCOR’s mission efforts are one of the reasons that personally I am grateful being a Methodist.  
(https://umcmission.org/umcor/)     

God calls us to invest our lives and resources in the service of hope; God calls us to fight the good fight 
in the service of justice; God calls us to attend to the needs around us, and to be generous in the 
service of compassion.  Please prayerfully consider to help recovery in Haiti, Louisiana, and Western 
states; and to support Afghan refugees and displaced seeking a safe place.  You may write a check to 
Wesley UMC and in the memo line write UMCOR Advance #982450 (International Disaster Response 
and Recovery) or #901670 (U.S. Disaster Response and Recovery).  Or you may go to the UMCOR 
website to donate: https://advance.umcmission.org/p-641-umcor-international-disaster-response-
and-recovery.aspx (International Disaster #982450) or https://advance.umcor.org/p-620-umcor-us-
disaster-response-and-recovery.aspx (U.S. Disaster #901670).  100% of your donation to UMCOR is 
used for the effort specified.  None of your donation goes to cover overhead costs.  So please let your 
family and friends, who want to help disaster response, know about the UMCOR.  I never found more 
meaningful way of sharing my disaster response donation.              

An old devil gave advice to a young devil, “It is from thousands of years of my experience and wisdom.  
My dear young fellow, make sure that the human beings never think of the present issues as what God 
ask them to do, but only think of things they are afraid of in the future.  If you keep them focus on the 
future things and fill their minds with ‘what if,’ you will never fail.”   

I pray for your compassionate hearts, spirits and minds to reach out to other vulnerable children, 
families, and communities in the midst of their suffering.  We are grateful we are able to respond to 
God’s love and generosity to us by giving to others with that same love and generosity NOW. 

In Prayers,  

Moo  

 

 

 

https://umcmission.org/umcor/
https://advance.umcmission.org/p-641-umcor-international-disaster-response-and-recovery.aspx
https://advance.umcmission.org/p-641-umcor-international-disaster-response-and-recovery.aspx
https://advance.umcor.org/p-620-umcor-us-disaster-response-and-recovery.aspx
https://advance.umcor.org/p-620-umcor-us-disaster-response-and-recovery.aspx
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A Message from Bishop Devadhar 
 

Beloved in Christ: 

Greetings in the precious and matchless name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Beginning tomorrow and until further communication from my office, your district superintendent, 
Rev. Megan Stowe, will be away to take care of some unexpected needs of her parents.  Please hold 
Rev. Stowe and her family in your prayers.  

Commonwealth East District Superintendent, Rev. We Chang, has graciously agreed to serve as acting 
superintendent for the Commonwealth West District. 

During this time, please refrain from contacting Rev. Stowe through texts, emails, or phone calls for 
any official matter.  Lori McKinley will be working and may be contacted as usual.  If necessary, she will 
connect you to Rev. Chang. 

Thank you for your understanding and prayers. 

In Christ’s love, 

Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar 
 
 
 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE CHURCH BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR 
 

Year to Date Budget Results through July 2021 

 

 YTD Actual  YTD Budget   Difference 

Total Income   $ 302,223 $ 307,189      $  -4,966  

Total Expense   $ 324,297 $ 353,844 $    29,547 

Net Profit/Loss $ -22,074 $ -46,655 $   24,581   

(*No Mission Share payments made in January or February) 

Pledges thru July: 

Actual     $ 127,769 

Budget $ 140,000 

Difference $ -12,231 
 
Tim Carty 

Church Business Administrator 
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Carty Cupboard Food Pantry 
 

Thank You to Carol Wipper, Nancy Cook, and Cindy Baker for your very generous donations of the 
requested backpacks for the kids this school year. Because of your thoughtfulness we were able to fill 
all of our clients’ requests. 

We are still looking for paper grocery bags with handles please. We are all set on all other bags.  

 Thank You!! 

Item of the Month... 

SEPTEMBER... hearty lower sodium canned soups 

OCTOBER... meals in a can 

You can leave your Item of the Month purchases in the Carty Cupboard basket in Brewer Hall.  Thank 
You for taking the time to think of those in need while you shop. 

Volunteer Needed… 
Carty Cupboard is in need of someone with a large vehicle to take the cardboard we generate during 
the week to the recycling center on Millbury Street in Worcester.   The days and times are flexible.  If 
you are able to help, please give Nancy Spencer a call at 508-887-1481.   Thanks! 
 
 
 

 

 

Prevent Homelessness through Grocery Shopping 
 

Help Families Facing Eviction/Homelessness 

With government exemptions expiring, more and more families will be facing eviction and 

homelessness in the coming months. Buying grocery gift cards to use for your everyday shopping can 

help families remain in their homes! Thanks to bulk purchases from the stores, anywhere from 2 to 

10% of the cards' value goes into the Hope for Housing fund to help cover back rent or utility bills for 

families in Worcester. 

On sale now: cards in $10, $25, $50 and $100 denominations for Shaw's and Stop & Shop, $25, $50  

and $100 for Big Y. Also CVS $10, $20 and $50 cards, plus Panera and Dunkin Donuts for $10 and $25.  

Pre-orders are due by end of day Tuesday, October 5 for pick up after church Sunday, October 10. 

Please email Allison Hansen at AChis4788@aol.com with your order today!  Cards will be available to 

purchase on Sunday as well. 
 
 

 
 
 

mailto:AChis4788@aol.com
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Adults Sunday School 
 

On September 12th at 9:00 am the adult class began a new study featuring: 

The Walk 

Five Essential Practices of the Christian Life 

by Adam Hamilton 

Hamilton is the senior pastor of the United Methodist Church of the Resurrection in Leawood Kansas, 
one of the fastest growing, most highly visible churches in the country. The Church Report named 
Hamilton’s congregation the most influential mainline church in America. 

The author of many books on the Christian life, Hamilton gives five practices for us to study: 

1. Worship & Prayer: A living Hallelujah 

2. Study: The importance of Listening and Paying Attention  

3. Serve: Here I Am, Lord, Send Me 

4. Give: Where Your Treasure Is… 

5. Share: Going Fishing, Reflecting Light 

6. The Five Practices from the Cross 

According to the author, these are five essential practices that are rooted in Jesus’ own walk with God 
and taught throughout the New Testament. Each is, or should be part of our daily walk with Christ and 
an essential part of growing together in the church. 

Because of the uncertainty about groups meeting due to Covid, this class may be in person, or via 
Zoom or a combination of the two.  

Please let me know if you intend to join us at jhoffman24661@yahoo.com so we can order book a 
book for you. 

 Jim Hoffman 
 
 

 

Interfaith Hospitality Week 
 

Wesley's IHN Week is Sunday, October 17 to October 23.  Please let Betsy Pennino know if you are 
able to provide coverage for the evening shift (5:30 to 8:30 pm) or the overnight (8:30 pm to 6:30 
am).  If you would like an explanation of how to do either shift, please tell Betsy.  Our role now is to 
mostly stay in the office instead of interacting with the families or bringing them a meal. 

The Mission Committee will give (Big Y) Hope for Housing cards to pay for food and housing staples 
during our Oct. 17 to 23 week.  Your donating Big Y cards would save money to give to other missions. 

mailto:jhoffman24661@yahoo.com
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HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!! 
 

Thanksgiving is just a couple of months away and people will be lining up hoping to get one of Wesley's 
Thanksgiving baskets. 

We are behind in our collections this year due to the Covid crisis and without everyone’s help we may 
not be able to pull this event together. 

You can drop your donations off on Sunday, or at the church during the week.  

Please consider adding these items to your shopping carts each week:  

Thanksgiving Inventory (as of 9/17/21) 

 Corn 200 Desserts... Extras… 

 Cranberry sauce 14  Brownies 13  Canned Yams 11 

 Stuffing Mix 84  Cake Mix/Frosting  38/33  Pickles/Olives  18/13 

 Gravy 71  Pie filling/Crust mix 15/11  Coffee 38 

 Quick Bread 65     Misc 4 

Thank you for your continued support! Chris Flagg & Donna Hirtle 

 

 

 

Joy Comes in the Morning:  The Power of Drive, Discipline, and Determination 

by Dr. Enoh Ukpong 

Joy Comes in the Morning is the autobiography of a woman who survived 
childhood abuse by a family member, for seven years. From this abusive 
experience, the author learned early in life, that her only way to true freedom 
was a good education. With this in mind, she poured her whole being into her 
schooling.  She earned her Registered Nursing and Midwifery licenses in Nigeria 
and then left for the US in 1979 as a foreign student.  In the US, she earned her 
Bachelor’s Degree in Health and Human Services, a Master’s Degree and a PhD 
in Nursing in 1989.  

The author has worked in several Nursing roles till her retirement in 2017. She worked at Becker 
College from 2001 till June, 2021, when Becker College closed down. She is still working currently as a 
retired adjunct faculty member at Anna Maria College in Paxton, Massachusetts.  She is married with 
three grown up children and three grandchildren. 
 
 Available on Amazon Contact Info: 
 Paperback: $12.99 eukpong@charter.net 
 Kindle eBook: $2.99 *Please leave a review on Amazon after reading* 

 
Thank you! 



Wesley United Methodist Church  114 Main Street  Worcester, MA 01608 

Page | 9  
 

 
 

Did You Know 
 

A prominent feature of our Sunday morning worship each week is the proclamation of the Word 

through the reading of scripture and the preaching of a sermon.  The importance of the Word is 

reflected in the architecture of the sanctuary with the presence of a lectern for reading and a pulpit  

for preaching.  Now that we have new video equipment even those attending our service remotely  

are able to have a closer view of those leading worship and of those liturgical furnishings. 

The word pulpit derives from the Latin word pulpitum, referring to a raised platform, scaffolding or 

stage.  In early Christian churches sermons were preached by the bishop from a throne-like seat in 

front of the altar.  The immediate predecessor of the pulpit was the ambo, a raised platform used 

mainly for the reading of scripture.  Eventually for the purposes of audibility the ambo also began to  

be used for preaching and evolved into a taller and more narrow structure that we now recognize as  

a pulpit.  Due to the greater emphasis on preaching by certain orders of monks and subsequently the 

Reformers, most churches from the late 13th century forward contain pulpits.  By the 17th and 18th 

centuries pulpits became quite elaborate with intricately carved figures and sounding boards.  

Have you ever looked closely at the pulpit in the Wesley sanctuary?  Encircling the pulpit are carved 

and painted vines and branches, recalling Jesus’ discourse beginning with the words “I am the vine…”  

(John 15:5)   There is an inscription running around the pulpit: “Jesus Christ, the same yesterday and 

today and forever” (Hebrews 13:8)  The pulpit also has a Christogram—IHC—denoting  the first three 

letters of the Greek name of Jesus, iota-eta-sigma, the Greek letter iota represented by I, the eta by H, 

and the sigma by C.  IHC is an older form of IHS which was later interpreted as Iesus Hominum Salvator 

("Jesus, Savior of men").  Finally, there is also a dolphin to represent a fish, one of the oldest symbols of 

Christianity, the Greek word for fish being an anagram for the phrase “Jesus Christ, Son of God, Savior.”  

The prominent Christological symbolism of the pulpit reminds us that as we listen to the spoken words 

of scripture and sermon, we need to be listening for the voice and teachings of Jesus Christ, God's 

Word who became flesh, and discern the implications and meaning of that Word for our lives of 

Christian discipleship in the here and now. 

 Submitted by,  

 Deborah O’Driscoll 
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WESLEY STAFF & LEADERSHIP TEAM 
Pastor  Rev. Byungmoo Lee 
Organist & Choir Director William Ness 
Ghanaian Choirmaster Desmond Cheetham 
Director of Children, Nan Gibbons 
 Youth & Family Ministries 
Music Assistant & Layleader Deborah O’Driscoll 
Church Business Administrator Tim Carty 
      & Financial Secretary 
Church Secretary Debi Reynolds 
Building Superintendent Tim Murphy 
Custodians April Dylewicz 
  Tom Friend  
  Gerard Piscitelli 
Sunday Security Phil Johnson 
Head Usher David Dagle 

Church Council Anthony Phillips 
Board of Trustees Gary Robinson 
Carty Cupboard Food Pantry Nancy Spencer 
Communion Stewards Rebecca Copeland 
  Linda D’Acri 
Finance & Stewardship Co-Chairs William Wong  
  Peter Hansen 
Ghanaian Association Paul Hayfron 
Hospitality Co-Chairs Vivian Assie 
Medical Ministry Ron Ramsay 
Mission Coordinator Betsy Pennino 
Staff-Parish Relations Tom Ingrassia 
Youth Directors Anthony & Adrienne Phillips 
United Methodist Women Co-Chairs Barbara Ingrassia  
  Allison Hansen

 


