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A Letter from Bishop Devadhar 
 

Oct. 1, 2021  

Beloved in Christ:  

Greetings in the precious name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

In my last three letters, I shared highlights of our United Methodist Covenant as presented by the late 
Bishop Joseph Yeakel, in which he stated:  

“I’d like to belong to a Church that’s just like what we’ve agreed to be in our covenants.  
I’d like to be a United Methodist!  
I’d like to be part of a Church that’s conciliar ...    
I’d like to be a part of a connectional Church, where we stay at The Table ...    
I’d like to be part of an itinerant Church ...   
 ...  I’d like to belong to an episcopal Church ... 1 

This month, I would like to comment on “... I’d like to belong to an episcopal Church ... ” 2   

Expounding on this, Bishop Yeakel said: 

“I have no problem with identifying who's to blame. I really don't. I do have a problem not knowing 
who might be blamed among many. The identification of those who fulfill the episcopal role of living 
out the Church's constitutional authority and of making tough but fair decisions in the sending process 
doesn't bother me. And having been sent and having been a sender, I believe it is a faithful expression 
of the Gospel.” 3 

Of all that Bishop Yeakel said, this is the most difficult for me to reflect upon, particularly as a bishop. 
Fearing that whatever I say on this point would appear self-serving, I started reading books and 
articles on the episcopacy written by various scholars. 

I was above all drawn to a book by Bishop James K. Mathews titled Set Apart to Serve: The Role of the 
Episcopacy in the Wesleyan Tradition, in which Bishop Mathews concludes by sharing a quotation 
from the late Bishop Gabriel Sundaram, who said:  

A successful or faithful bishop is not selfish and does not use [his/her] authority to secure material 
benefits for [himself/herself] or [his/her] family. [He/She] is modest, and does not parade [his/her] 
position or use excessive episcopal regalia. [He/She] is fearless and does not make decisions to mollify 
people. [He/She] does not encourage flattery. [He/She] is just. [He/She] is not revengeful. [He/She] is 
willing to take advice from people and is a good listener. [He/She] has the intelligence and vision to 
plan for the development of the various departments of the church. [He/She] does not take upon 



Wesley United Methodist Church  114 Main Street  Worcester, MA 01608 

Page | 2  
 

[himself/herself] too many burdens and shares responsibility with others ... [He/She] is interested in 
world evangelism and a world church. [He/She] is a deeply devoted [person] and has time for Bible 
study and prayer. [He/She] works and prays hard for evangelism. [He/She] is the Chief Pastor of 
[his/her] area.4  

Bishops Mathews and Sundaram provide excellent ethical and spiritual guidelines that apply not only 
to the office of Bishop, but to any Christian servant leader — lay or clergy. 

These principles are grounded in the values Jesus preached. Remember his words in “The Sermon on 
the Mount” when he said, “Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them” 
(Matthew 6:1). Thus, this last highlight of our United Methodist Covenant applies to all of us. I invite 
you to take these principles to heart.  

As Bishop Yeakel and other bishops have shared about the episcopacy, a bishop cannot fulfill his or her 
episcopal responsibilities faithfully in the present age if he or she does not embrace the words of the 
wise Bishop Augustine of Hippo, who said: 

"For you I am a bishop, but with you I am a Christian. The first is an office accepted; the second is a gift 
received. One is danger; the other is safety. If I am happier to be redeemed with you than to be placed 
over you, then I shall, as the Lord commanded, be more fully your servant." 5  

This invitation to aspire to humility also applies to all of us. Our calling, whether bishop, clergy or lay, is 
to be Christian. Let us remember that in the final analysis, we are siblings together in Christ.  

So, beloved in Christ, journeying together as pilgrim people, may we pray for God to grant all of us the 
power, courage, and grace to be the people God wants us to be for such a time as this in our global 
community as faithful disciples of Jesus Christ for the glory of God, filled with the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 

 In Christ's love,  

 
 

 

 

1 Bishop Joseph H. Yeakel’s Episcopal Address, Journal of the Fifteenth Northeastern Jurisdictional Conference of The 

United Methodist Church, pp 66-67. 

2 Ibid. 

3 Ibid, p. 67. 

4 James K. Mathews, Set Apart to Serve: The Role of the Episcopacy in the Wesleyan Tradition. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 

1985, p. 305. 

5 Bennett J. Sims, Servanthood: Leadership for the Third Millennium. Boston: Cowley Publications, 1997, p. 3. 
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Special Prayers for these Wesley Family, Friends and Others… 
 

• Anne Burrows at Sterling Village Rehab. 

• Michael Terzian awaiting knee surgery on November 1st. 

• Bill Kilmer now in St. Mary’s Health Care Center.  Visitors are welcome.  Please call a few days in 
advance to schedule a visit. 

• Paul Keister who struggles with the effects of dementia. Pray for peace for him. 

• Phil Johnson for continued healing 

• Peter Woodcock awaiting surgery. 

• Bill Wong 

• Jane Borthwick  

• David Samanen 

• Ken Hedenburg 

• Pamela, Linda Keister’s sister, who has cancer. 

• Those who struggle with depression, anxiety, and alcoholism. 

• St. Vincent Nurses on strike 
 
 
 

Tower Window Lighting 
 

The Rose window lighting is given in loving memory of Heik. P. & Irene B. Garabedian, Robert Demers 
and my grandson, Jason Sullivan by Shirley and family. 
 
 

 

Announcements from the Church Office 
 

Folding Chairs…  Did you borrow plastic folding chairs from Wesley Church in the past year?  If so, 
please check to make sure you have returned them.  We are missing approximately 100 chairs.  
These are needed for upcoming events.  Thank you. 

2022 Offering Envelopes…  Please be sure to order your offering envelopes for 2022!   

On Sundays, the ushers have the slip to complete and will collect them at the end of worship.   

If you don’t come to church, you can complete an online request form here or return the yellow slip 
that you received in the Stewardship mailing. 

The request form MUST be returned to the office no later than October 31, 2021. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!!!   Harvest 2021 will be held on Sunday, November 14th.  More information on 
this year’s Harvest will be coming! 

POINSETTIA ORDERS are now being taken.  Our deadline is much earlier this year, so please be sure to 
get your order in.  Please complete the enclosed order form.  Order forms are also available in the 
Narthex on Sundays, or you can print a form on our website.  All orders MUST be in by November 14. 

https://forms.gle/DQUdtrtKYoErKFyM9
http://www.wesleyworc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/2021-Poinsettia-order-form-web.pdf
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Welcome Back…  Now that we are regularly back to ‘in-person’ worship in the sanctuary we need to 

help Pastor Moo and each other remember our names!  You will find your alphabetized nametag in 

the Narthex on a peg board. Please use your name tag when you enter the sanctuary and leave it at 

the peg board at your preferred exit when leaving the church. There are additional boards at the 

Upper Gertrude St. and the State Street doors. 

If you don’t find your nametag please see Judy Hoffman to make one for you. You can email her at 

jhoffman24661@yahoo.com or call her at 860-965-2573. 

The Mission Committee gave (Big Y) Hope for Housing cards to pay for food and housing staples 

during our Oct. 17 to 23 week.  Your donating Big Y cards would save money to give to other 

missions. 

 
 
 

 

In Person Sunday School and Youth Bible Study began October 17th! 
 

Registration is required and is open now at https://forms.gle/Q5ShHjH5AvYsseKN6 

Please drop off the children prior to going to worship. 

One room Sunday School in Wagner for up to 18 students in grades 1-5.  

Students must be dropped off and signed in by an adult family member before worship,  

And picked up and signed our afterward.  

Masks and social distancing will be observed.  

Materials will be sent to those who are registered but do not attend, a video lesson will be offered 

each week to families participating remotely. 

Youth Bible Study will also resume in person October 17th in East Hall. 

Students may sign themselves in before the Worship Service begins, and out afterward.  

Masks and Social Distancing will be observed.  

This bible study will be hybrid, available for students to zoom into also.  

The link will continue to be posted on What’s App.  

No Nursery or Preschool childcare are available yet.  

Coloring clipboards and busy bags will continue to be offered in the sanctuary 

Nan AK Gibbons 

Director of Children's, Youth and Family Ministries  

 
 

mailto:jhoffman24661@yahoo.com
https://forms.gle/Q5ShHjH5AvYsseKN6
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2021 United Methodist Women Mission Recognition Award to  
Gifty Bentum-Asante 

 

During the Laity Sunday service on October 17, 2021, United Methodist Women of Wesley celebrated 
one of our members who has given much of herself with the annual Mission Recognition Award. Gifty 
Bentum-Asante has faithfully served our church in many ways for the nearly 30 years that she has 
been a member of the Wesley family. Co-presidents Barbara Ingrassia and Allison Hansen presented 
her with an honorary pin.  

Gifty has many talents that we are fortunate she is willing to share with us!  

She has blessed the choir with her singing. 

She has blessed the church with service to the Staff Parish Relations 
Committee. 

She has blessed our church services as a reader and liturgist. 

She has blessed the church’s finances with her energetic leadership in 
encouraging others to give as a leader for Harvest. 

She blesses our church family as a mother to two children growing in 
their own faith. Tested as we all have been during the pandemic, she 
models what a strong faith can look like. 

She helps our church remain connected as we return to in-person 
worship with her contributions to the re-entry team.  

She blesses the wider world with her professional administrative skills while she gains new skills in an 
MBA program. 

Gifty also supports our church today as a leader of the Ghanaian Association. 

We are thankful for the gifts she brings to Wesley in all that she does. Congratulations, Gifty!  

 

 
 

Carty Cupboard Food Pantry 
 

Item of the Month... 

OCTOBER... meals in a can 

You can leave your Item of the Month purchases in the Carty Cupboard basket in Brewer Hall.  Thank 
You for taking the time to think of those in need while you shop. 
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From the Pastor’s Desk… 
 

Dear Friends,  

Time flies.  We are in the last week of October.  Less than two weeks then Daylight Savings Time will 

end, and soon the so-called “holiday season” will begin.    

You may already have plans for Thanksgiving, joyous than last year: where you are going to gather, 

with whom you will be, what kind of food you are going to cook or bring, and to whom you will send 

cards or make phone calls, …  Is there anything missing?  We all know that Thanksgiving is not just a 

holiday.  It is more than turkey, gravy, and cranberry sauce.  It is more than family gatherings and 

football games.  We know that Thanksgiving is the life-long recognition of God’s love and grace for us.  

I am not going to repeat what you already know.   

I just want to suggest one simple thing.  Before Thanksgiving comes, please offer yourself a 

Thanksgiving gift: allow yourself a quiet time, open the Bible and read your favorite passages, and think 

about what God has done in your life, especially this year.  Then pray for your sisters and brothers who 

are in cold and hunger.  How are you going to integrate your prayer with your deed, at least a small 

action?  You already know the answer!  The only question is whether you want to do something for 

them or ignore them.    

I am praying and hoping that God, who loves and accepts you as you are, be the center of your 

Thanksgiving.   

In Prayers,  

Moo                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 
 

 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!! 
 

Thanksgiving is just a month away and people will be lining up to get one of Wesley's Thanksgiving 
baskets.  We are still behind in our collections this year and without everyone’s help we may not be 
able to pull this event together.  Please consider adding one or more of the items below to your 
shopping cart each week.  You can drop your donations off on Sunday, or at the church during the 
week.  

Thanksgiving Inventory (as of October 22) 

 Corn 200 Desserts... Extras… 

 Cranberry sauce 36  Brownies 29  Canned Yams 24 

 Stuffing Mix 98  Cake Mix/Frosting 66/53  Pickles/Olives 20/15 

 Gravy 96  Pie filling/Crust mix 23/21  Coffee 69 

 Quick Bread 78     Misc 6 

Thank you for your continued support! Chris Flagg & Donna Hirtle 
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Prevent Homelessness through Grocery Shopping 
 

Panera Gift Cards Boosting Homelessness Prevention Fund 

As more people face eviction either due to the pandemic, or because rents keep going up, we are 
seeing many seniors, families and low-wage earners struggling even more. We are working hard to 
prevent many families from becoming homeless, and we have a good opportunity to raise more funds 
in the month of November. Central Mass. Housing Alliance makes bulk purchases of gift cards at a 
discount, and the difference from their face value goes into a fund to cover back rent or utility bills.  

Panera is offering a special bulk rate, which means we can earn four times as much for our families! 

Think ahead for Christmas gifts and stocking stuffers! Please email your gift card orders for November 
to Allison Hansen at AChis4788@aol.com by November 16th.  Cards can be picked up on Sunday, 
November 21st after church.  In addition to $10 and $25 cards for Panera, we have cards for Shaw's 
and Stop & Shop ($10, $25, $50, $100), Big Y ($25, $50, $100), CVS ($10, $20, $50), and Dunkin' Donuts 
($10, $25). 

Thank you!  

Allison 

 
 

 
 

Did You Know 
 

This is the time of the Christian year when we celebrate the saints with All Saints Day on November 1.  
In Christian art, saints and other sacred persons are often recognizable by the presence of a halo.  The 
figures of St. Paul and St. John beside the altar in the sanctuary have halos, as do many of the figures in 
the stained-glass windows.  We accept the halo as an obvious symbol of holiness, but did you know 
that the halo did not make an appearance in Christian art until at least the 5th Century? 

Sometimes the halo is also known as a nimbus, and generally appears as a luminous disk or circle 
indicating some type of light around the head of a sacred person.  Often it is depicted in gold, as a way 
to evoke the concept of light.  Before its appearance in Christian art, the halo was used by the Greeks 
and Romans to designate gods and other heroes, such as the emperor, as a way to distinguish them 
from ordinary humans.  It also appeared in Buddhist and other Asian art.  The earliest use of a halo in 
Christian art is in an ivory sculpture of Christ, from the very beginning of the 5th Century.  In Christian 
art, halos originally were used only for divine persons, such as the Trinity, but by the mid 5th century, 
they began to be used for saints as well. 

In its earliest form the halo appears as a flat disk behind the head of the sacred person.  It was not until 
the 15th Century that the halo began to appear as a thin gold ring above the head. Occasionally shapes 
other than the disk or circle are used, sometimes triangular for God, or square for a living person such 
as a pope.  Sometimes the halo of Jesus is further adorned with a cross or a monogram, and that of 
Mary with a band of small stars.  If you look closely at the depictions of Christ in the stained glass at 
Wesley, you will notice that the halo behind his head does contain the arms of a cross. 

 Submitted by, Deborah O’Driscoll 

mailto:AChis4788@aol.com
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WESLEY STAFF & LEADERSHIP TEAM 
Pastor  Rev. Byungmoo Lee 
Organist & Choir Director William Ness 
Ghanaian Choirmaster Desmond Cheetham 
Director of Children, Nan Gibbons 
 Youth & Family Ministries 
Music Assistant & Layleader Deborah O’Driscoll 
Church Business Administrator Tim Carty 
      & Financial Secretary 
Church Secretary Debi Reynolds 
Building Superintendent Tim Murphy 
Custodians April Dylewicz 
  Tom Friend  
  Gerard Piscitelli 
Sunday Security Phil Johnson 
Head Usher David Dagle 

Church Council Anthony Phillips 
Board of Trustees Gary Robinson 
Carty Cupboard Food Pantry Nancy Spencer 
Communion Stewards Rebecca Copeland 
  Linda D’Acri 
Finance & Stewardship Co-Chairs William Wong  
  Peter Hansen 
Ghanaian Association Paul Hayfron 
Hospitality Co-Chairs Vivian Assie 
Medical Ministry Ron Ramsay 
Mission Coordinator Betsy Pennino 
Staff-Parish Relations Tom Ingrassia 
Youth Directors Anthony & Adrienne Phillips 
United Methodist Women Co-Chairs Barbara Ingrassia  
  Allison Hansen

 


