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THE WESLEY HERALD 
 January 2022 

Dear Friends in Christ,   

I would like to share a story from Father Anthony de Mello’s writings. 

Once the Master was at prayer.  The disciples came up to him and said, “Sir, teach us how to 

pray.”  This is how he taught them … 

Two men were once walking through a field when they saw an angry bull.  Instantly they made 

for the nearest fence with the bull in hot pursuit.  It soon became evident to them that they were 

not going to make it, so one man shouted to the other, “We’ve had it! Nothing can save us. Say a 

prayer. Quick!”  The other shouted back, “I’ve never prayed in my life and I don’t have a prayer 

for this occasion.”  “Never mind.  The bull is catching up with us. Any prayer will do.”  “Well, I’ll 

say the one I remember my father used to say before meals: For what we are about to receive, 

Lord, make us truly grateful.”   

Then Fr. de Mello continues, “Nothing surpasses the holiness of those who have learned perfect 

acceptance of everything that is.  In the game of cards called life one plays the hand one is dealt 

to the best of one’s ability.  Those who insist on playing, not the hand they were given, but the 

one they insist they should have been dealt – these are life’s failures.  We are not asked if we will 

play.  That is not an option.  Play we must.  The option is how.”  

We began this New Year in the midst of another surge of Covid infections.  We know the holiday season 

is over.  We took down the Christmas tree ornaments and lights and put them into a box so they will be 

stored for next December.  Perhaps no one would be done this as excited as they were when they put 

the lights up just few weeks ago.  We are back to our so-called pandemic new normal lives.  

What we have now?  We have what we had been waiting for, Jesus Christ.  Christmas is gone, but Christ 

is with us.  He is staying within our lives regardless of our life circumstances waiting to grow through us.  

This is what we have.  This is our blessing through Advent, Christmas and Epiphany seasons.  We have 

only one option: how to grow and live with Christ.  Let us accept God’s gift with humble mind.  Let us 

prayerfully search the ways how to grow and live with Christ through worship, prayer, study, fellowship, 

service, and mission in our daily lives either in-person or virtually.  No matter how we feel and respond 

to the current Covid situation, this is what we can do in this New Year.   

May God’s love and peace be with you throughout the year 2022! 

Prayers in Christ, 

Moo      
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Special Prayers for these Wesley Family, Friends and Others… 
 

• Susan Williams in Memorial Hospital with the flu and recovering from a fall. 

• Family and friends of Henry Rand who passed away on January 6th.   

• Clark Jones, a teach of Beth Duxbury’s, who is battling a severe blood infection on top of fighting 
cancer. 

• David Samanen celebrated his 79th birthday on January 10th.  Cards can be sent to Dave at 
Hancock Hall Rehab Center, Room 123, 31 Staple Street, Danbury, CT 06810. 

• Charles and Samira Kiefer now at the Oasis at Dodge Park, 102 Randolph Road, Worcester, MA 
01606.  (There is no room number.  If sending cards, please put “Attn: Dr. Charles & Samira 
Kiefer”) 

• Deborah Surrette, James Ventura, Bob Ventura (nephew) and other family and friends on the 
death of their brother and uncle, Thomas Ventura, who passed away on January 5th. 

• Barbara Vietze, mom of Beth Vietze, recovering from surgery for a broken hip. 

• Pamela, Linda Keister’s sister, readmitted to the hospital for additional wound treatment on 
Tuesday and is facing another surgery. 

• Lorna Regentz, Judy Simoneau's daughter, now recovering at home.  

• Barbara Fletcher, who continues to heal with a broken arm and crushed vertebrae from a fall in 
October.  Please continue to pray for comfort and healing. 

• Paul Keister. Pray for peace for him.  Visits are not allowed at this time. 

• Bill Kilmer in St. Mary’s Health Care Center.  

• Bill Wong for strength and comfort. 

• Anne Burrows at Sterling Village Rehab. 

• Peter Woodcock 

• Ken Hedenburg 

• Those who struggle with depression, anxiety, and alcoholism. 

Tower Window Lighting 

The Tower lighting for January is given in loving memory of my mother and father, Mary & Norman 

Fletcher and my brother, David Fletcher, by Barbara Fletcher. 

The Rose Window lighting for January is given in loving memory of Mrs. William B. Smith by the United 

Methodist Women. 

 

ALL CHURCH MEETING 

An All Church Meeting will be held on January 30th at 3 PM.  This will be held by Zoom only.  You 

can access the meeting by using the Sunday Worship link on the website.  On the agenda is the 

Finance Report and the 2022 Budget.  
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February Herald will be sent out the week of February 7th.  Please have all articles to me by 

Wednesday, February 2nd.   Thank you, Debi 

2021 Annual Reports are due by January 31st.  You may email (office@wesleyworc.org) your report to 

me or drop off a printed report to the office.   Thank you, Debi 

Welcome to a New YEAR! 

A new Bible study will begin on Tuesday, January 18th from 6:30 to 8pm via Zoom. This is a  

5-session video Bible study written by Max Lucado entitled HE CHOSE THE NAILS. It explores the 

many gifts Christ provided us at his crucifixion. 

The class meets on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month. This invitation to join the study is open to 

all. You will be provided with zoom access. If you are interested, please call Susan Williams at 508-

795-7331 or email J. Hoffman at jhoffman24661@yahoo.com. 

Please join and enrich your Lenten experience. 

Wesley's IHN Week is Sunday, January 30 to Saturday, February 5 

Please let Betsy Pennino know if you are able to provide coverage for the evening shift (5:30 to 8:30 

pm) or the overnight (8:30 pm to 6:30 am).  

Currently volunteers may choose to stay in the office or interact with the families.  All are to wear 

masks and stay a safe distance apart.  As of January 11, no one at IHN is Covid-positive and there are 

no reports of Covid exposure.  Volunteers no longer provide dinners, but you're encouraged to bring 

your own.  

Have you experienced a "God Moment"? 

This is a suggestion from the Tuesday Bible Study/Book Group started by Jim Hoffman 3 years ago, 

and all are invited to participate. Susan Williams, leader of the new study, asked, "Where have you 

experienced God working in your life?" Another way of saying that is, "Have you experienced a  

God Moment?" Often God Moments are remarkable coincidences which seem to be God's 

encouraging us.  

Then Susan asked what we would like to experience in the study. I said it would be inspiring to hear 
from the congregation stories of seeing God at work in our midst. These could be anonymous or 
signed in the Herald. If someone wanted to tell a story but not write it down, I could be the listener 
who tries to capture the God Moment in writing for the speaker to approve. 

In a time when Covid is separating us, sharing God Moments could bring the congregation together 
and help us know each other better. Sharing God Moments would perhaps allow others to perceive 
similar experiences in their lives. If you could share a story of seeing God's work in your life, please 
send it to me (betspenn35@hotmail.com). 

Thank you, 
Betsy Pennino 

mailto:office@wesleyworc.org
mailto:jhoffman24661@yahoo.com
mailto:betspenn35@hotmail.com
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Prevent Homelessness through Grocery Shopping – Please note the new date for January! 

We are working hard to prevent many families from becoming homeless, as more people face 

eviction either due to the pandemic, or because rents keep going up, we are seeing many seniors, 

families and low-wage earners struggling even more.  Central Mass. Housing Alliance makes bulk 

purchases of gift cards at a discount, and the difference from their face value goes into a fund to 

cover back rent or utility bills.  

Reminder, if you pre-ordered your gift card orders for January , cards can be picked up on Sunday, 

January 23rd after church or at a pre-arranged time if you worship remotely.  Please email me to 

make arrangements.   

For February gift card orders, email Allison Hansen by Tuesday, February 8th.  Cards can be picked up 

on Sunday, February 13th after church or at a pre-arranged time if you worship remotely.  Please 

email me to make arrangements (AChis4788@aol.com).   

We have cards for Panera ($10, $25), Shaw's and Stop & Shop ($10, $25, $50, $100), Big Y ($25, $50, 

$100), CVS ($10, $20, $50), and Dunkin' Donuts ($10, $25). 

 Thank you! Allison 

Afghan Coat Project Still Needs Your Help! 
The Afghan Coat Project is coming along nicely, and we have been distributing winter gear to several 
of the folks that have arrived in Worcester. 

We continue to need coats: 

Children’s coats – All sizes 

Men’s & Women’s – Small, Medium & Large  (NO XL or larger) 

We are also in need of hats & gloves for all. 

We DO NOT need clothing or hangers. 

Lastly, we need volunteers who can commit to being at Wesley for 2-3 hours on Saturday mornings to receive 

community donations.  If we get enough volunteers, we can split the time, so the same person is not always 

here.  We would like to add the Coat Project to the WARM website (Welcoming Alliance for Refugee Ministry  

www.warmwelcoming.org) but we need to be able to state a regular drop off time. If you would like to help 

with this, please let me know ASAP. Thank you for your continued support with this Wesley community 

mission. 

If you’d like to make a monetary donation to help us purchase what we need, checks can be made out to 

Wesley Church, with ‘Coat Project’ in the memo field.   

Rebecca Circle and l would like to thank everyone who has reached out to help and for your donations!   

 Chris Flagg  (508-414-1696) 

 

 
 

mailto:AChis4788@aol.com
http://www.warmwelcoming.org/
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Did You Know 
 

In Luke 2:21-40 tells the story of the presentation of Christ in the Temple, when according to the laws 

of purification as outlined in Leviticus 12:1-4, Mary and Joseph came to the Temple with Jesus 40 days 

after his birth to offer a sacrifice for Mary’s purification after childbirth and to perform the redemption 

of the firstborn.  While the Revised Common Lectionary assigns this text to Epiphany, the actual 

calendar date for this event as it relates to the celebration of Christmas on December 25 would be 

February 2.  Most people in our society are more likely to know February 2 as Groundhog Day, but did 

you know that the origin of Groundhog Day actually is related to the observance of the feast of the 

presentation of Christ in the Temple? 

The liturgical celebration on February 2 of the events in Luke is known in various Christian traditions by 

several different names, including the Presentation of Jesus at the Temple, the Feast of the Purification 

of the Virgin, and the Meeting of the Lord, each of which emphasizes a different aspect of the story as 

related in Luke.  Another name for this festival, Candlemas, derives from liturgical activities associated 

with this feast day.  Beginning in the 11th Century religious services held on this day included the 

“Candle Mass” in which all of the candles to be used in worship throughout the year were blessed.  

Candles were also distributed to parishioners for use in the home.  The emphasis on the theme of light 

is related to Simeon’s blessing of Jesus as “a light for revelation to the Gentiles”. 

Eventually in the folklore of Europe, Candlemas Day also became a day to predict weather patterns 

with the lengthening of days and the turning towards the spring season.  Thus, a sunny Candlemas 

indicated that wintry weather would continue, but lack of shadows cast by the sun indicated a quicker 

end to winter.  In Germany this superstition was elaborated more specifically to include the belief that 

a hedgehog frightened by his shadow predicted 6 more weeks of winter.  In the 18th Century German 

settlers brought this tradition to the United States, where the groundhog was identified as the 

predictor of the weather.  (Hedgehogs are not native to the Americas.)   

For those who enjoy the decorations of the Christmas season, you might like to know that in past times 

Candlemas was viewed as the end of the Christmas-Epiphany season and is still considered by some as 

one of the traditional times to remove Christmas decorations from the home.  In any case, this year on 

February 2 when you see Punxsutawney Phil on TV you might take the time to reflect on the renewing 

of life and light that comes to us both through cycles in the world of nature as well as in the life of 

Jesus.  Christ as the Light of the World is present to us throughout all seasons of the year. 

 Submitted by,  

 Deborah O’Driscoll 
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WESLEY STAFF & LEADERSHIP TEAM 
Pastor  Rev. Byungmoo Lee 
Organist & Choir Director William Ness 
Ghanaian Choirmaster Desmond Cheetham 
Director of Children,  
 Youth & Family Ministries 
Music Assistant  Deborah O’Driscoll 
Church Business Administrator Tim Carty 
      & Financial Secretary 
Church Secretary Debi Reynolds 
Building Superintendent Tim Murphy 
Custodians April Dylewicz 
  Tom Friend  
  Gerard Piscitelli 
Sunday Security Phil Johnson 
Head Usher David Dagle 
Wesley Tech Team Mark Muncey 

Church Council Brent Drajesk 
Board of Trustees Gary Robinson 
Carty Cupboard Food Pantry Nancy Spencer 
Communion Stewards Linda D’Acri 
Finance & Stewardship Co-Chairs William Wong  
  Peter Hansen 
Ghanaian Association Paul Hayfron 
Hospitality Co-Chairs Vivian Assie 
  Judy Hoffman 
Medical Ministry Ron Ramsay 
Mission Coordinator Betsy Pennino 
Staff-Parish Relations Co-Chairs Chris Flagg 
  Judy Hoffman 
Youth Directors Anthony & Adrienne Phillips 
United Methodist Women Co-Chairs Barbara Ingrassia  
  Allison Hansen

 


