
Wesley United Methodist Church 
10:00 AM Sunday Worship                                       September 18, 2022 

15th Sunday after Pentecost 

At Wesley we foster a sanctuary culture by creating a safe environment where all feel welcomed, 
loved, accepted, valued, and affirmed for who they are, through intentional practices such as 

empathy, compassion, generosity, hospitality, and inclusion. 

For the safety of every worshipper, please observe the following guidelines regardless of your 
vaccine status.   

-  Wear a mask covering your mouth and nose all the time during worship.  
-  Please let an usher know if you have questions, need assistance, or have a concern about 

health or safety.     
 

Prelude   William Ness, organ 

            Be Thou My Vision                                                                            Craig Phillips b. 1961 
            There is a Balm in Gilead                                                               Gilbert Martin b. 1941                               

Greeting & Announcement   

*Call to Worship  Judith Barton, Liturgist 

One: Praise the Lord, O servants of the Lord! 
Many: Blessed be the Name of the Lord from this time on and forevermore. 

       One: From the rising of the sun to its setting the Name of the Lord is to be praised.           
Many: Blessed be the Name of the Lord from this time on and forevermore. 

*Hymn                                                 “Be Thou My Vision”                                         UMH 451 
 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
naught be all else to me, save that thou art.  
Thou my best thought, by day or by night, 
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.  

 

Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; 
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord; 

thou and thou only, first in my heart, 
great God of heaven, my treasure thou art. 

 

Great God of heaven, my victory won,  
may I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s Sun! 

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

 



*Praise Songs  
      

 Mema Kuruwa no so   (I Will Lift the Cup of Praise) 
  

 Mɛ ma yeyi kruwa so, Mɛ ma yeyi kruwa so, Mɛ ma yeyi kruwa so... 
 Hwie nhyira bi fa me me! Hwie W’a yaresa gu me so mɛ.  
 

 I will lift the cup of praise, I will lift the cup of praise, I will lift the cup of praise!... 
 Pour your blessing in my cup, pour your healing in my cup O Lord... 
 

       I Have Joy In My Heart  
 

  I have joy in my heart, deep, deep down in my heart... 
 

Jesus gave to me, and no one can destroy it. 
I have joy in my heart; deep, deep down in my heart... 
 

Common Prayer (unison) 
Almighty God, who has redeemed us and adopted us as Your own children: Look upon us 
in Your mercy, that those who are made new in Christ may be assured of true freedom 
and an eternal inheritance; Through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen.   

Holy Baptism                                 Genesis Nia Nana Yaa Serwaah Asenso 

        PROFESSION of FAITH   
        . . . .  
 
       The pastor addresses the congregation, and the congregation responds: 
        Do you, as Christ's body, the Church, reaffirm both your rejection of sin and your    
        commitment to Christ?  
        We do.  
 

Will you nurture one another in the Christian faith and life and include this child now 
before you in your care?  
With God's help we will proclaim the good news and live according to the   example of 
Christ.  We will surround Genesis Asenso with a community of love and forgiveness, that 
she may grow in her service to others.  We will pray for her, that she may be true disciple 
who walks in the way that leads to life.  

 
        Let us join together in professing the Christian faith as contained in the Bible.  
        Do you believe in God the Creator? 
        I believe in God Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin   Mary, 



suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 
dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, is seated at the right 
hand of God, and will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

 
        Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
        I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the  
        forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
 
        THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER  
 
         BAPTISM WITH LAYING ON OF HANDS  
 
        COMMENDATION AND WELCOME  
 

Members of the household of God, I commend Genesis Asenso to your love and  care. 
 
The congregation responds: 
We give thanks for all that God has already given you and we welcome you in Christian 
love.  As members together with you in the body of Christ and in this congregation of The 
United Methodist Church, we renew our covenant faithfully to participate in the 
ministries of the Church by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service and our 
witness, that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. 

        The God of all grace, who has called us to eternal glory in Christ, establish you and    
        strengthen you by the power of the Holy Spirit, that you may live in grace and     
        peace.   Amen. 
 
Baptismal Choral Response        
                           Child of love, our love’s expression                    Henry Gauntlett 1805-1876 
 
Children’s Conversation  

The Offering 

       Offertory Anthem                                                                                Wesley Chancel Choir 
                              “There Is A Balm In Gilead”                  by William L. Dawson, 1899 – 1990                                                               

 *Doxology   UMH 94 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 *Prayer of Dedication  



Prayers of the People, & the Lord’s Prayer  
 “Cares Chorus”    TFWS 2215 

I cast all my cares upon you, I lay all of my burdens down at your feet, 
and anytime that I don’t know what to do, I will cast all my cares upon you. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen.     

* Gospel Reading                                 Luke 16:1-13 

Message                                                                                   Rev. James Hoffman 

*Hymn  “Take My Life, and Let It Be“  UMH 399 

Take my life, and let it be consecrated, Lord to thee. 
Take my moments and my days; let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

Take my hands, and let them move at the impulse of thy love. 
Take my feet, and let them be swift and beautiful for thee.  

 
Take my voice, and let me sing always, only, for my King. 

Take my lips, and let them be filled with messages from thee.  
Take my silver and my gold; not a mite would I withhold.  

Take my intellect, and use every power as thou shalt choose.  
 

Take my will, and make it thine; it shall be no longer mine.  
Take my heart, it is thine own; it shall be thy royal throne.  

Take my love, my Lord, I pour at thy feet its treasure-store.  
Take myself, and I will be ever, only, all for thee. 

*Shalom   Mensah Essilfie 
God’s peace be unto you,   

We wish you Shalom!  
The peace of God which transcends all  

understanding be with you forevermore. 

*Benediction 
 
Postlude                                                     Sortie in D                            Cesar Franck 1822-1890  
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