Wesley United Methodist Church

Serving the Community with Faith & Love Since 1927!

Rev. Nizzi Santos Digan, Pastor & Spiritual Director
10:00 AM Sunday Worship

Epiphany of the Lord
Second Sunday After Christmas
January 4, 2026

At Wesley United Methodist Church, we foster a
sanctuary culture by creating a safe environment where all
feel welcomed, loved, accepted, valued, and affirmed for
who they are, through intentional practices such as
empathy, compassion, generosity, hospitality, and inclusion.

Please let an usher know if you have questions, need assistance,
or have a concern about health or safety.

*Please Stand in Body or in Spirit When You See the *

Prelude William Ness, organ
Bring a Torch, Jeannette, Isabella David Cherwien, composer
Impression on We Three Kings Alfred Fedak, composer

Welcome Pastor Nizzi

Centering | Want to Walk as a Child of the Light UMH 206

| want to walk as a child of the light. | want to follow Jesus.
God set the stars to give light to the world. The star of my life is Jesus.

Refrain: In him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.

*Call to Worship
One: Come let us worship and lift our hearts...

ALL: Not because the world is good and last week was awesome, but because the earth is the
Lord’s and everything in it, the God of the whole Earth.

One: Come let us worship and raise our hands...

ALL: Not because our lives are all sweetness and light, but because even those who walk in
darkness can see a great light, the Bright and Morning Star.

One: Come let us worship and bow down...

ALL: Not because God gives us what we want, but because God gives us what we need — the
Holy Child Jesus, God’s Unspeakable Gift.



*Opening Hymn/Processional Hark! the Herald Angels Sing UMH 240

1. Hark the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King;
peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled
Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies;
with th’angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!
Hark the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

l”

2. Christ, by highest heaven adored; Christ, the everlasting Lord;
late in time behold him come, off-spring of a virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the God-head see; hail th’incarnate Deity,
pleased with us in flesh to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.

Hark the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

3. Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die,
born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth.
Hark the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

*Praise Songs

Unto The Lord Be the Glory
Unto the Lord be the glory. Great things He has done...
Great things He has done. Greater things He will do.
Unto the Lord be the glory. Great things He has done...

Me yi N’aye (I Will Praise Him) [Feel free to sing in either language]
Me yi n’aye, Me yi Nyamea’' ye...
Me yi Nyamea’ yg, Halleluyah, Halleluyah, Halleluyah ...

| will praise God, | will praise my God...
| will praise my God, Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah...

Opening Prayer

Generous God, You are the source of all life, creating and sustaining every living thing. You are the
source of all food, material and spiritual, nourishing us in both body and soul. You are the light that
goes before us, shining into the darkness. May we be filled with your breath, nourished by your food,
renewed by your living water and sustained by your love. Amen.

(Moment of Silence for Personal Confession)

Assurance of Pardon God Is Forgiveness Debbie O’Driscoll

God is forgiveness. Dare to forgive and God will be with you.
God is forgiveness.
Love and do not fear.

Time for the Child in Each of Us Pastor Nizzi



Call to Prayer O Little Town of Bethlehem v.4 UMH 230

O Holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;

Cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels, the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel!

Prayers of the People Pastor Nizzi

The Lord’s Prayer
(You are invited to pray in the language of your choice to celebrate our diversity.)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Solo David Potts
Mary, Did You Know? Jack Schrader, composer

Mary, did you know that your baby boy would someday walk on water?
Mary, did you know that your baby boy would save our sons and daughters?
Did you know that your baby boy has come to make you new?

This child that you delivered, will soon deliver you?

Mary, did you know that your baby boy will give sight to a blind man?
Mary, did you know that your baby boy will calm a storm with his hand?
Did you know that your baby boy has walked where angels trod?

When you kissed your little baby, then you kissed the face of God.

The blind will see, the deaf will hear, the dead will live again;

The lame will leap, the dumb will speak the praises of the Lamb.

Mary, did you know that your baby boy is Lord of all creation?

Mary, did you know that your baby boy will one day rule the nations?
Did you know that your baby boy was heaven's perfect Lamb?

This sleeping child you're holding, is the great "l AM!"

*Gospel Reading John 1:1-9, 14 (NRSVUE)
The Word Became Flesh
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the
beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came
into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it.

There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light,
so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the
light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. And the Word became
flesh and lived among us, and we have seen His glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace
and truth. This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. Amen.



Anthem Chancel Choir
Were You There on that Christmas Night? Natalie Sleeth, composer

Were you there on that Christmas night, when the world was filled with a holy light?
Were you there to behold, when the wonder foretold came to earth?

Did you see how they hailed Him King, with the gifts so rare that they chose to bring?
Did you see how they bowed, as they praised Him aloud at His birth?

Did you hear how the choirs of Angels sang, at the glory of the sight?

Did you hear how the bells of Heaven rang, all through the night?

Did you know it was God's own Son, the salvation of the world begun?

Did you know it was love, that was sent from above to the earth?

Message The Light That Finds Us Rev. Nizzi Digan
The Offering & Offertory Music Ghanaian Choir
(Afe Ako Aprow) The Year has Run Its Course H. B. Sam, composer

The Year has run its course and we are still alive

God has granted us life and has made it a good year.

Happy New Year, Happy New Year

May we live to see the course of another year

Happy New Year, and may we live to see the course of another year.

*Christmas Doxology TUNE: THE FIRST NOEL

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God, all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel.

*Prayer of Dedication — In Unison Pastor Nizzi

God of light and love, You have found us with Your grace and filled our lives with blessing. As we
offer our gifts today, we do so with grateful hearts. Use what we give—our time, our talents, and our
resources—to share Your light in a world that needs hope, justice, and peace. We offer all this in the
name of Jesus, the Light that finds us. Amen.

*Passing of Peace Shalom Mensah Essilfie, composer

God’s peace be unto you,
We wish you Shalom!
The peace of God which transcends all
understanding be with you forevermore.

The Sacrament of the Holy Communion UMH 17, Musical Setting A

The United Methodist Church practices Open Communion. All who desire to live
in the love and peace of Jesus Christ are welcome to the bread and cup of communion.
At the direction of the ushers, come forward using the center aisle to stand or
kneel at the communion rail for distribution of the elements. After consuming the elements
and private prayer at the rail, you may return to your seat via the side aisles. Please alert
the ushers to anyone wishing to be served while remaining seated in the sanctuary.
Non-alcoholic grape juice is used, and gluten-free wafers are available.



Communion Music & Meditation William Ness, Organ

Silent Night Daniel Roth, composer
What Child is This? Robert Speed, composer
Announcements
*Closing Hymn/Recessional A Star Shone Bright TUNE: O WALY WALY

1. Astar shone bright across the plain
and calmed the earth so Love could reign.
‘Twas in a child that hope was born,
a dream fulfilled! O happy morn!

2. O Son of God, Incarnate Word,
O Wisdom'’s Light, whom angels heard,
come forth again, our hearts console.
O heal our hurts and make us whole.

3. From Bethlehem come to our day;
reveal to us your holy way.
Be born again, Eternal Fire.
O Spirit come, our souls inspire.

4. O star shine forth once more this night
and flood our streets with heavenly Light
till every heart in Christ shall see
the glory of eternity!

*Benediction

*Benediction Response

Refrain: Go, tell it on the mountain, Over the hills and everywhere.
Go, tell it on the mountain That Jesus Christ is born.

While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night,
Behold throughout the heavens there shone a holy light. [Refrain]

Postlude William Ness, organ
Hark! the Herald Angels Sing David Bednall, composer
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This Week at Wesley

The church office is open Tuesday through Friday, 9:30 am — 3:30 pm.
*Qutside groups. Registration is required.

Sunday, January 4, 2026
8:00 am Community Breakfast (until 9:30 am)
10:00 am Worship
10:15 am Children’s Sunday School
11:00 am Fellowship Time
11:15 am Communion Breakfast
11:30 am Chancel Choir Rehearsal
7:00 pm Sunday AA (CH)

Monday, January 5, 2026
7:00 pm Church Council

Tuesday, January 6, 2026

Wednesday, January 7, 2026
12:00 pm Prayer Circle (MEL)
7:00 pm AA-BBSS (CH)
7:00 pm Wesley Ringers (BH)

Thursday, January 8, 2026

Friday, January 9, 2026
7:30 pm Ralph Page Contra-Dance

Saturday, January 10, 2026
9:30 am Ghanaian Choir Rehearsal (MEL)
10:00 am Ralph Page Dance Event

Sunday, January 11, 2026
10:00 am Worship
10:15 am Children’s Sunday School
11:00 am Fellowship Time
11:30 am Chancel Choir Rehearsal
12:00 pm UWF Annual Meeting & Memorial Service Lunch (BH)
7:00 pm Sunday AA (CH)




